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PREFACE, 



The want of a work which should indicate the cor- 
rect mode of proceeding in business of a public nature, 
has been long felt Several manuals of order, based 
upon the rules of Parliament or our own Congress, have 
been published, and these had merit in either a greater 
or lesser degree ; but they did not go far enough. Many 
intelligent persons, fully competent to transact ordinary 
business in an effective manner, feel highly embarrassed 
when called on to take part in a public meeting, prepare 
petitions, resolutions, and similar semi-official docu- 
ments, draw up a constitution for a society, or express 
their views on some public occasion. Their embarrass- 
ment arises principally from the want of preliminary 
knowledge in regard to such things. It struck the com- 
piler, therefore, that a manual which should give the 
rudiments of the required knowledge in a clear way, 
with directions how to apply the rules practically — ^would 
be secure of a general and steady sale. 

On referring to the work, it will be seen that we essay 
to teach less by example, than by an explanation of the 
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8 PREFACE. 

mode in which a thing should be properly done ; although 
we give sufficient examples for imitation. Commencing 
with the simplest political gathering, we pass on to 
bodies of a legislative cast ; and directly or incidentally 
touch on every thing which an American, anxious to 
participate in the public duties of a citizen, can know 
from mere precept. Part, however, of the dexterity and 
ease required of the man engaged in public business 
must come from practice. This work will not, of itself, 
make the reader a thorough debater, or an unsurpassed 
manager in a public convocation. But, having the 
knowledge the volume imparts, added to common sense 
and a fair capacity, the reader needs only to engage in 
public business of any kind, to soon become proficient. 
This manual is collated and condensed from the 
" Finger-Post to Public Business." It contains all that 
is essential to instruct the uninitiated in the formulae 
of public business generally ; including, also, valuable 
information on all points necessary to constitute a lucid 
speaker and terse debater. 
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PART I. 



MODE OP PUBLIC BUSINESS. 

The business of a public nature likely to be engaged 
in partially, by those unacquainted with its rules, consists 
of organized associations, public meetings, public cele- 
brations, and conventions. We shall commence with the 
most common of these, first 

I. Of Public Meetings. 

A public meeting is the assemblage of a portion of 
the people, more for the expression of opinion upon mat- 
ters of local or general concern, than for deliberation. 
The proceedings, therefore, are but few and simple ; yet, 
to preserve order during its session, and to give effect to 
its action, the meeting has to be guided by defined rules 
firom the time of its projection to the moment of its 
close. 

Political meetings are the most common, and therefore 
we will choose one of these for an example. 

James Clinton resides in the town of Blandon, and 
desires, just previous to an election, that a Democratic 
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12 OF PUBUO MEKTINOS. 

meeting shall be held in his village. He, thwefore, con- 
suits with Thomas Mayor, Francis Baldwin, and John 
Smith, whom he knows to belong to the 45ame party with 
himself, and who have a certain prominence in the town. 
They agree upon a day and place. The next business is 
to give notice of the meeting, that all those who favor 
its purposes may attend. This is to be done by posting 
in public places, written or printed placards containing 
something like the following : 

DEMOCKATIO MEETING 1 

The citizens of Blandon, in favor of the policy of the 
Democratic party, are requested to meet on Saturday 
Evening, September 9th, at the house of John Pigeon, 
Main Street, at 7 o'clock, to take such measures as are 
deemed advisable to promote the success of the party in 
the coming election. 

This notice is also published in the county newspaper, 
should there be one. 

In the mean while, the proposers of the affair, either 
after a caucus, or individually, obtain the consent of 
some speaker, say a Mr. Andrew Butler, to be present 
and give his views on public topics. In that case, the 
advertisement closes with an announcement like this : 

" Andrew Butler, Esq., has accepted an invitation to 
address the meeting." 

The projectors meanwhile meet in caucus together, and 
agree upon officers. They select for chairman, Mr. John 
Brown, an old resident and a man of standing, and Mr. 
John Thompson, to act as secretary, and these gentlemen 
consent to take the positions assigned them. 
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OF PUBUO MSBTmGS. 13 

When the evening comes, and the meeting has assem- 
bled, no business is begun until half an hour after the 
hour named. This interval is called " thirty minutes 
grace," and is always allowed, through custom, for the 
difference in watches. 

At 7i o'clock, Mr. James Clinton steps forward and 
says : 

"The meeting will please come to order." 

Every one hereupon suspends conversation, and, so 
soon as all is quiet, Mr. Clinton continues : 

" I move that Mr. John Brown act as President of 
this meeting." 

Mr. Thomas Mayor says : 

"I second the motion." 

Then Mr. Clinton puts the question thus : 

" It has been moved and seconded that Mr. John 
Brown act as President of this meeting. So many as 
are in favor of the motion will signify their assent by 
saying/ aye!'" 

As soon as those in the aflirmative have voted, he will 
say: 

*' Those who are opposed, will say * no I' " 

If there are more ayes than noes, as there will be, 
unless Mr. Brown be very unpopular indeed, he will 
say: 

"The ayes have it. The motion is carried. Mr. 
Brown will take the chair." . 

If, on the contrary, the noes prevail he will say : 

" The noes have it. The motion is lost." 

Thereupon he will nominate some other, or put the 
question upon other nominations. 

So soon as a chairman is chosen, he will take his place. 
Mr. Francis Baldwin then says : 
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14 OF PUBLIC MEETING8. 

' ' I move that Mr. John Thompson act as secretary of 
this meeting." 

This motion is seconded, and the chairman puts the 
question and declares the result. 

The form of putting the question on the chairman, 
may be simplified thus : 

" Mr. John Brown has been nominated as president 
of this meeting. Those in favor, will say ^ aye !' — Con- 
trary opinion, ' no I' " 

The meeting is now organized. The chairman will 
direct the secretary to read the call. When that has 
been done, he will say : 

" You have heard the call under which we have as- 
sembled ; what is your further pleasure ?" 

Hereupon, Mr. John Smith says : ♦ 

" I move that a committee of three be appointed to 
draft resolutions expressive of the sense of this meeting." 

This is seconded. 

The chairman then says : 

" Gentlemen,' you have heard the motion,; are you 
ready for the question ?" 

If any one desires to speak against the resolution, he 
arises and says : 

"Mr. Chairman 1" 

The chairman turns toward the speaker, and listens to 
him, and so to each in succession. When they are all 
done, or in case no one responds to the call, he puts the 
question in the customary form previously given, and de- 
clares the result. 

The resolution being adopted, the chairman says : 

" How shall that committee be appointed ?" 

If there be no reply, or a reply of " chair," the chair- 
man names the mover of the resolution and two othera 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF PUBLIC MEfiTHrGS. 15 

as a committee. The committee withdraws to prepare 
the resolutions, or to examine those previously prepared 
for the purpose. 

During the absence of the committee is a proper time 
for tlie speaker or speakers to address the meeting. 
When the speeches are over, the chairman of the com- 
mittee comes forward and says : 

"Mr. Chairman, the committee begs leave to report 
the following resolutions :" 

He then reads the resolutions, and hands them to the 
secretary. 

The chairmian now says : 

" You have heard the report of the committee ; what 
order do you take on it ?" 

Some one now moves that the report be accepted, and 
the resolutions be adopted. To save time, the chairman 
will put the question solely on the adoption of the reso- 
lutions. If no objection is made, and no amendment 
oflFered, he will put the question, and declare the result 

As a general thing, a committee may be avoided, as a 
useless formality, and the resolutions be offered by one 
of the projectors of the meeting. 

So soon as the resolutions are adopted, and the speech* 
es are over, the chairman should ask : 

" What is the further pleasure of this meeting ?" 

If there be no further business, some one moves an 
adjournment. The chairman does not ask if the meet- 
ing be ready for the question, since an adjournment is 
not debatable, but puts the question direct. If carried, 
he says : 

" This meeting stands adjourned without day." 

If the meeting thinks proper to adjourn to meet at 
another time, the time is fixed by a previous resolution, 
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and then, when it adjourns, the chairman declares it ad- 
journed to the time fixed upon. 

It will be seen that the foregoing form, by varying the 
call, and changing the business to suit, will answer for 
any other political party, or for any other purpose. 

When a public meeting is called by any executive or 
other committee, the name of the chairman of that com- 
mittee should be appended to the call, and the commit- 
tee itself should prepare business for the action of the 
meeting, as much as possible. 

The duty of the secretary of a public meeting is near- 
ly nominal, unless it is desired to publish an account of 
its proceedings. In the latter case, the record of the 
foregoing meeting, which is a form for any other meet- 
ing, varied, under the circumstances of the case, would 
read thus : 

" At a meeting of the Democratic citizens of Blandon, 
held pursuant to public notice, on Saturday evening, Sep- 
tember 9th, at 7 o clock, at the house of James Pidgeon, 
Mr. John Brown was called to the chair, and Mr. John 
Thompson appointed secretary. 

" On motion of Mr. John Smith, a committee of three, 
consisting of Messrs. John Smith, Henry Magraw, and 
Caspar Evans, was appointed to draft resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of the meeting. 

" During the absence of the committee, the meeting 
was effectively addressed by Andrew Butler, Esq. 

" The committee, through its chairman, reported the 
following resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 
[ Here the secretary inserts the resolutions.'] 

" On motion, the meeting adjourned." 

Tlie great point for the officers and actors in a public 
meeting, as in the meetings of deliberative bodies, is to 
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combine dispatch of business with correct form, and to 
preserve harmony and good order. It is allowable in 
the president, on taking the chair, to make a short ad- 
dress upon the purpose which calls the meeting together, 
but he should never mingle in the debate, or make ob- 
servations on the matter before the meeting, except to 
explain something, or give his reasons in deciding on a 
point of order. Othei remarks about his conduct may 
be gleaned from that part of this work which treats up- 
on the duties of presiding officers. 

II. Of Organizing Associations. 

When it is deemed advisable to form a society, club, 
or other association, for any specific purpose, those who 
agree in regard to its formation may meet upon private 
notice or public call. If it be intended to make it se- 
lect, or to have it composed mainly of those well ac- 
quainted with each other, then a private arrangement is 
the best ; and the meeting had better be at the house of 
one or other of the parties concerned. If it be desirable 
to obtain persons out of reach of the projectors, or if 
the purpose be one of general interest, then a public 
call will be necessary ; to be given either by written or 
printed handbills, or advertisement in a newspaper, or 
both. The mode of organizing the meeting is similar 
to that of any other, and the reader will see the way to 
proceed, under the head of " Public Meetings." 

So soon as the meeting has been Organized, and the 
chairman announces that it is ready to proceed to busi- 
ness, some one of the originators, previously agreed up- 
on, should rise, and advocate the formation of the club 
or society required for the purpose set forth in the call, 
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and end by moving the appointment of a committee to 
draft a constitution and byJaws. This committee should 
be instructed to report at the next meeting. A conven- 
ient time of adjournment is then fixed on, and if there 
be no further business, the meeting adjourns. 

During the interval between the two meetings, the 
friends of the proposed society cause the matter to be 
discussed as much as possible, in order to obtain more 
members, and a larger attendance. 

When the time for the second meeting arrives, the 
same officers continue, without any new motion. If 
either be absent, his place is supplied, on motion, by 
some other. The Committee on the Constitution and 
By-laws report. If the constitution is not acceptable, 
those present suggest amendments. So soon as it has 
taken the required shape, it is adopted, and signed by 
those present. The by-laws are treated in the same 
way. 

The society is now formed, but not fully organized. 
The officers provided for by the constitution have now 
to be elected. This may be done at that meeting, or 
the society may be adjourned over for that purpose. So 
soon as it has been done, the chairman of the meeting 
gives way to the newly-elected president, or, in his ab- 
sence, to a vice-president ; the secretary of the meeting 
vacates his seat, which is taken by the newly-elected 
secretary or secretaries, and thus the organization of the 

new body is complete. 
\ 
III. Of Public Celebrations. 

Our festival days are not many. Formerly it was 
customary to celebrate Washington's birthday. The 
anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans was, until a 
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fewyeare, made an occasion of rejoicing ^by the members 
of a political party. These have been neglected of late ; 
and now the anniversary of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence alone remains. It is to be hoped that the Fourth 
of July will not be forgotten. 

These public celebrations may be made by some pub- 
lic society, or by the citizens at large. If by the latter, 
a meeting is generally called, subject to the customary 
rules, and a committee of arrangements appointed, who 
take charge of the business. A society appoints a like 
committee. 

The committee of arrangements meet, and appoint a 
chairman and secretary. As 'soon as this is done, the 
, mode of celebration is determined upon. In the case of 
the Fourth of July, some fit person is generally invited 
to deliver an oration, and another to read the Declara- 
tion of Independence. A subcommittee is appointed to 
secure a proper room, unless the celebration takes place 
in the open air, when the committee has in charge the 
erection of a stand. 

The proper subcommittees are : 

1. On correspondence. The duty of this committee 
is to invite such distinguished guests as are desirable. 

2. On orator. This committee invites the orator se- 
lected. 

3. On place. This committee attends to hiring a 
room and fitting it up, or, if it be an out-of-door cele- 
bration, see to the erection of a stand for the officers and 
speaker, and seats for the auditors. 

4. On printing. This committee attends to the neces- 
Bary advertising and printing. 

All these report their action to the main committee 
as it adjourns from time to time. 
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The day having arrived, at the hour named, the offi- 
cers and speakers being ready, and the audience assem- 
bled, the chairman of the committee of arrangements 
calls the meeting to order, nominates the president of 
the day, and puts the question on his acceptance. The 
latter now takes his seat, and the other officers are ap- 
pointed. So soon as this is done, a clergyman, if there 
be one named for the purpose, delivers a short prayer. 
The chairman of the day next announces by name the 
reader of the Declaration, and says : 

" Mr. [naming him] will read the Declaration of In- 
dependence." 

The Declaration being read, the chairman says : 

" Mr. [naming him], the orator of the day." 

The orator now comes forward, and delivers his ora- 
tion, at the close of which, the exercises are determined, 
and after a benediction, if a clergyman be present, the 
meeting adjourns without any formal motion. 

If a band of music can be had, it is always engaged 
on such an occasion, and plays national and patriotic 
airs previous to the taking the chair, at the close of the 
proceedings, and at the various intervals. 

The public celebration of their own anniversaries by 
public societies, if done by orations, follows the same 
form, or similar. 

IV. Of Public Dinners. 

We are not, like the English, " a feeding people," 
but still we engage in public dinners at times. These 
may be either anniversary, as in the case of the Fourth 
of July, or society dinners ; political, such as barbecues ; 
or select, as in the case of honors paid to some distin- 
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guished individuaL There is very little difference in 
the etiquette to be observed in the first or last. 

The barbecue requires but little arrangement, and the 
order — or rather genial lack of it, is simple. A barbe- 
cue is among dinners what a picnic is among parties. 
The nearer you get it to an impromptu affair, the more 
successful it will be. 

The etymology of the word barbecue is obscure. The 
requisites are an abundance of bread and meat, means 
to cook the latter in the open air, a goodly number of 
guests, and able speakers to address them after they 
have gratified their appetites. 

The set dinner, on the contrary, to ensure its success, 
should be conducted according to strict form. 

The preliminaries are similar to those of any public 
celebration — a meeting, and the appointment of a com- 
mittee of arrangement being necessary. 

When the dinner is to be given to a particular person, 
the proceedings are prefaced by a formal invitation, 
which should be subscribed as numerously as possible. 
If the party invited should accept, he either fixes the 
day, or leaves that at the option of those who invite 
him. In the latter case, they see him personally, and 
fijc a time which best suits his convenience. 

These public dinners are usually by ticket, for which 
a fixed price is charged, except to invited guests. 

If the occasion be of importance, or the person hon- 
ored be much known, letters of invitation are dispatched 
to distinguished men in other places. It is not expected 
that many, if any, of these will accept, but their replies 
are read at the close of the entertainment, or published 
with the account of the proceedings. 

At the hour for the dinner the guests cuter the room 
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and proceed to their places. If there be more than one 
table, the president seats himself at the head of the 
principal one, and a vice-president at the foot. A vice- 
president is assigned to the head of each of the other 
tables. The guest of the day is seated at the right hand 
of the president, the other invited guests in the vicinity. 
If possible, the table should be arranged in T shape, 
and the officers and others thus disposed. 

The company should stand by their chairs, with their 
eyes fixed upon the president. As soon as he is seated, 
they take their seats. Then the principal guest of the 
day is escorted to his place. As he enters the room, the 
president rises, and the company follows his example. 
So soon as the guest of the day is in his chair, the rest 
resume their seats. At a signal from the president, the 
dinner is served. 

When the cloth has been removed, the president pro- 
ceeds to read the regular or formal toasts. At dinners 
on the Fourth of July, or anniversaries connected with 
public matters, the number of regular toasts are thirteen, 
commemorative of the original number of States. It is 
not necessary to have so many on^ ordinary occasions. 
But there are certain toasts, given in certain order, 
which are never to be omitted. The first toast is to the 
day celebrated, if it be a particular day. If not, what 
would be the second toast, "The President of the 
United States," becomes the first. This toast is always 
to be received with applause, even if the party dining be 
politically opposed to him, because the toast is to the 
office, and not the man. The next in order is to the 
Governor of the State ; and the next is to the invited 
guest, if there be one. The last toast is always given to 
the opposite sex. 
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Alter the president has read the toasts, the vice-presi 
dent, at the other end of the table, who should be fur- 
nished with a copy, also reads aloud. The guests, as 
they are about to drink it, repeat it, or part of it, aloud. 

If the guest be toasted, it being personal, every one 
rises and drinks standing, following their drinking by 
applause. If, however, the personal toast be to any who 
are dead, although all rise, they drink the toast and 
resume their seats in perfect silence. 

The guest of the evening having been toasted, is ex- 
pected to reply, which he does, so soon as the party has 
seated itself, after it has drunk the toast. As^ he rises, 
the president does the same, mentions his name, and re- 
sumes his own seat, until the guest has closed. 

The regular toasts being through, volunteer ones are 
in order. 

If it be desired that any one should speak, the usual 
course is to propose a toast in his honor. After this has 
been done, it is expected that he will rise, return thanks, 
and make such proper remarks as will please the com- 
pany. 

If, after the cloth has been removed, a song be desired 
from any one, his name is called out — Mr. (naming him,) 

for a song. The president then repeats : " Mr. , is 

called upon for a song." K the party is in voice at all, 
his best plan is to rise and sing at once ; if not, he will 
rise, excuse himself, and offer a sentiment, or tell a story. 

Towards the close of the entertainment, the president 
will leave his seat, and call a vice-president, or some 
other gentleman, to it ; and the company will keep the 
fun going as long as they think proper. 

When the principal guest leaves, the company will 
rise, and remain standing until he has left the room. 
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As the president is responsible for good order and de- 
corum, it is the duty of the company to be attentive to 
his directions, and to refrain from such conduct as he may 
deem unseemly. It is naturally to be presumed that only 
a man of sense will be placed in such a position ; and the 
more strict the obedience and respect paid to him, in his 
official capacity, the more credit the ccwnpany confers on 
itself. 

Sometimes one of the company wishes to drink with 
another. In that case, he sends a waiter to the person, 
who informs him that the other desires the pleasure of a 
glass of wine with him. The parties look to each other, 
and, raising their glasses to their lips, either take a sip, 
or drink it, as each thinks proper. 

Sometimes there are boorish individuals on these occa- 
sions, who make clamorous demands for certain dishes, 
bawl loudly to the waiter, indulge in loud words or loud 
laughter, or otherwise make themselves painfully con- 
€picuous. Such conduct exposes them to contempt, and 
tends to mar the enjoyment of all around them. 

Formerly, at these public dinners, men drank to excess. 
To do this now is considered ill-bred. Indeed, no guest 
need drink at all unless he chooses. He should keep a 
glass of wine before him, and raise it to his lips at every 
toast; but, if he should not choose to drink, good man- 
ners requires that no one should note his abstinence. 

V. Of Picnics. 

These gipsying parties, if prop^ly managed, are very 
pleasant. The less form there is about them, the more 
agreeable they are. 

A picnic should be nearly impromptu, got up on the 
spur of the moment. If too long planned, they are 
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rarely successfal. Get a few people together on Monday 
night, and propose your picnic for Wednesday, Fix 
your place of rendezvous, but not your place of ultimate 
destination. Leave that to some one person in whose 
judgment you have confidence, and remain in blissful 
ignorance until you get to the place he has chosen. 

In a picnic, every one contributes his share to the eat- 
ing and drinking, and brings it with him. But there 
should be some plan, otherwise, the memorable case 
where each man brought a cold boiled leg of mutton, 
might be repeated. Let one family provide meats, an- 
other pies, another cakes, another light wines, another 
bread, pickles, etc. If there are more than four, let two 
or three bring meats, and so on. The families are al- 
ways expected to bring the eatables ; the young men attend 
to the conveyance, and matters of that kind. A good 
rule is, that every one pays his own expenses, where 
there is money to be laid out, exclusive of food. 

When the place is reached, each couple, or each fwnily 
goes by itself, or forms part of other groups, as suits the 
whim of the moment. A total absence of all form and 
ceremony, except that provided by the ordinary rules of 
good breeding, is advisable. 

The only restraint necessary is that each one should 
be bound to be at a point of rendezvous at a certain 
hour, that all may return together, as they came ; or, if 
they had different modes of conveyance, may depart for 
home about the same time. 

As the occasion is one of unrestrained enjoyment, the 
strict proprieties observed by strangers are avoided. All 
act nearly as though they were of the same family. If 
any very reserved person should happen to be in the 
party, it may be well, however, to remember the remark 
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of a learned and pious bishop. He was enjoying himself 
with some friends, and they were all laughing at some 
jest, when the servant announced a certain pompous 
dean. "Put on a wise face, boys," said the prelate, 
" for here is a fool coming !" If there be no fools, how- 
ever, among your party, enjoy yourselves in any inno- 
cent way, witibout stint. Like the bridegroom, who was 
asked during the marriage ceremony, if he took that 
woman to wife, you '^ came there on purpose." 

VI. Of Conventions. 

A convention is an assemblage of delegates, for the 
purpose of carrying out the views of constituents, and 
is gifted with powers over that of an ordinary meeting. 
It is the legislature of a party ; and, consequently, is 
governed by the same rules of action, or very nearly, 
as any other legislative body. The strictest application 
of rules is necessary, in order to preserve decorum dur- 
ing its discussions, and dignity in its action. 

A convention may be called, either by some committee 
gifted with the power, or by invitation of the leading 
friends of a particular cause or measure. The call 
should contain some general directions as to the mode of 
electing delegates. 

The night before the meeting of the convention, it is 
usual for the friends of particular men or measures, 
among its delegates, to hold a caucus, in order to devise 
the plan of action necessary to secure the success of the 
man, or measures, they prefer. Here they discuss acts 
and views with a freedom which cannot be permitted in 
open convention, and agree upon their common ground 
on the following day. Part of their proceedings will 
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leak out, in Bpite of all precaution ; but care should be 
taken to admit none but those who are friendly, in order 
that as much ^ecresy may be attained, as the nature of 
the case will admit 

There are always two sets of officers in aeonvention — 
temporary and permanent. The first is merely for the 
purpose of conducting the business preparatory to organ- 
ization. The possession of the permanent president, is 
often a matter of great importance when tliCTc are two 
parties in a convention. If the temporary president ap- 
points the committee which is to nominate permanent 
officers, it may be important to gain him. In that case 
there is a struggle who shall nominate first, and some- 
times there are several nominations for temporary chair- 
man. To avoid this indecent competition, it is usual to 
give the ddegation from each county, district, or town- 
ship, the right to name one member of the committee <ni 
permanent organization. Until the permanent officers 
have been chosen, and have taken their seats, none but 
preliminary business is to be transacted. 

The whole machinery of a convention is much like 
that of one of the houses of legislature. But a conven- 
tion for a political or social purpose, never formally goes 
into committee of the whole. When there is an interval, 
and the main body is waiting for the report of a com- 
mittee, or after the business is done, and previous to ad- 
journment, it is customary to call on various prominent 
men to address the convention, which thus goes into 
quasi-committee, without the formality of a motion. 

Frequently, the permanent chairman of a convention 
is chosen, on account of his wealth or position ; but the 
custom is a bad one. A convention is essentially a busi- 
ness convocation ; the time of its members is more or 
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less valuable ; and no chairman should be installed un- 
less he is familiar with the duties of his position, and 
capable of conducting affairs with promptness, dignity, 
and force. 

It is a custom to give the thanks of the convention to 
its oflScers, just previous to adjournment. In that case, 
the member who makes the motion, puts, himself, the 
question upon its adoption, and declares the result. 
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PART II. 



FORMS OP CONSTITUTIONS. 

A CONSTITUTION is the formal written agreement mak- 
ing the fundamental law which binds the parties who 
associate. In the preparation of this, useless words should 
be avoided. Most of these documents are a mass of 
verbiage. It is not uncommon to insert articles impos- 
iug on the president the duty of presiding ; on the vice- 
president, that of supplying his place ; on the secretary, 
of recording the proceedings, and so on, as though the 
very names of the officers did not express their fimctions. 
In the following forms, which, either as they stand or by 
careful adaptation, will be found to hit almost any case^ 
all this is avoided. 

The constitution, after having been adopted, should 
be engrossed in a blank book, and signed by the mem- 
bers. Amendments or alterations should be entered in 
the same book, with the date of their adoption, in the 
shape of a copy from the minutes ; and a side-note in- 
serted in the margin of the constitution, opposite the ar- 
ticle amended, showing on what page the amendment 
may be found. 
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I. Lycetuns or Institutes. 

Preamble. — Whereas, experience has shown that 
knowledge can be more readily acquired by combination 
of effort than singly, we, whose names are heremito an- 
nexed, have agreed to form an association to be known 
as \^Jiere iTisert title "}, and for its better government, do 
hereby establish the following constitution : 

Article I. — ^The name, style, and title of this associ- 
ation shall be [ here insert name ], and its objects shall 
be the increase and diffusion of knowledge among its 
members. 

Article II. — 1. The oflScers of this association shall 
consist of a president, two vice-presidents, a corre- 
sponding secretary, a recording secretary, a treasurer, 
a librarian, and a curator, who shall be elected annual- 
ly on [ here insert time of election and m^ode^ whether hy 
open voice or hy ballot], 

2. The said officers shall hold their offices until their 
successors shall have been elected ; and their powers and 
duties shall be similar to those of like officers in like as- 
sociations. 

Article III. — ^There shall be appointed by the presi- 
dent, immediately after his election, by and with the 
consent of the association, the following standing com- 
mittees, to consist of five members each, namely: on 
finance, library, museum, lectures, and printing, who 
shall perform such duties and take charge of such busi- 
ness as may be assigned to them by vote of the associa- 
tion. 

Article IV. — 1. Any person residing within [ here 
state limits^ who is above the age of twenty-one years. 
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may become a resident member of this association, by 
consent of a majority of the members present at any 
stated meeting succeeding the one at which his name 
shall have been proposed ; any person residing without 
the limits aforesaid may be chosen, in Uke mann», a cor- 
responding member ; and any person who is eminent in 
science or literature, may be elected an honorary mem- 
ber. 

2. Each and every resident member, upon his election, 
Bhall sign this constitution, and pay over to the record- 
ing secretary the sura of [here insert the sum'\^ and 
«hall pay the like sum annually in advance ; but no dues 
or contributions shall be demanded of corresponding or 
honorary members. 

Aetiole V —1. This association shall be divided into 
the followhig sections, namely: 1. Natural Science; 
2. Arts ; 3. History ; 4. Agriculture and Horticulture ; 
6. Mental and Mora; PhiJosophy 6. General Litera- 
ture ; to each of which sections shall be referred all pa- 
pers or business appropriate to its department ; and to 
one or more of these sections each member, immediately 
after his election, shall attach himself. 

2. Each section shall report, from time to time, upon 
the business intrusted to it, as this association shall di- 
rect. 

Aeticle VI. — This association shall meet monthly, 
[ here insert time ], and at such other times as it may be 
called upon by the president, upon the written request 
of six members, of each of which meetings due notice 
shall be given, and at each and all of these meetings, 
six members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 

Aeticle VIT. — ^The rules of order embraced in " Thb 
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FiNGER-PosT TO PuBLic BUSINESS," published by Dick 
and Fitzgerald, at the city of New York, shall govern 
the deliberations of this association so far as the same 
may apply ; and the order of business therein laid down 
shall be followed, unless suspended or transposed by a 
two-thirds vote. 

Abticlb Vin. — Any member who shall be guilty of 
any public, felonious offence against the law, or who 
shall persevere in a course of conduct d^rading of itself 
or calculated to bring this association into odium, may 
be expelled by a two-thirds vote of the members present 
at any stated meeting ; and any member who shall neg- 
lect or refuse to pay his dues for more than one yeai', 
shall thereby cease to be a member of this association ; 
but no member shall be expelled until due notice shall 
have been given him of the charges brought against 
liim, and until he shall have had the opportunity of be- 
ing confronted with his accusers, and of being heard in 
his own defence. 

Abtiole IX. — ^This constitution may be altered, 
amended, or abrogated, at any stated meeting, by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members present ; provided^ that 
written notice of said alteration, amendment, or abroga- 
tion, shall have been given at a previous stated meeting. 

II. Village Fire Companies. 

Article I. — The name, style, and title of this associa- 
tion shall be " The [ here insert distinctive name ] Fire 
Company," and its object shall be the preservation of 
property from the ravages of fire. 

Article II. — The officers of this company shall con- 
sist of a tbreman, assistant foreman, secretary, and 
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treasurer, who shall be elected annually on the [here in- 
sert date\ and shall hold their offices until their succes- 
sors are duly chosen. 

Article ILL — ^The duty of the foreman, and, in his 
absence, the assistant foreman, shall be to direct the 
operations of the company at fires, and to preside at all 
meetings of the company : and the duties of the secre- 
tary and treasurer shall be the same as those of similar 
officers in institutions of like nature. 

Article IV. — Any person residing in the village of 
[ here insert name of tomn ], or within one mile circuit 
thereof, may be elected a member of this company, by a 
majority of the members present at any stated meeting. 

Article V. — ^Each active member shall pay the sum of 
ten cents per month to the funds of this company, tcH 
gether with such fines as may be, from time to time, im- 
posed upon him for violations of the next ensuing article. 

Article VI. — 1. It shall be the duty of every member 
to provide himself, on joining this company, with thQ 
following articles, that is to say : a glazed water-proof 
hat, a great-coat and cape, of such pattern and color as 
may be approved by the company, two leathern water- 
buckets, bearing the name of the company and the ini- 
tial letters of his own name, and two canvas bags of an 
approved pattern, suitable for the conveyance of porta* 
ble property to a place of safety. 

2. The aforesaid bags and buckets shall be hung in 
some convenient place in the dwelling-house of the mem- 
ber, and shall be kept empty, and in good repair, and 
be subject at all times to the visit of the Committee of 
Inspection. 

3. Immediately on an alarm of fire having beeDf sound- 
ed, it shall be the duty of each and every member to 
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proceed at once to the engine-house with his bags and 
buckets, and assist in conveying the engine to the fire, 
or if the engine have already been started, he shall pro- 
ceed with his bags and buckets to the place of fire, and 
in either case, on arriving there, he shall place himself 
under the charge of the foreman, or other person hav- 
ing charge of operations, and at his direction assist in 
working the engine, carrying water, or' preserving prop- 
erty, and to remain there until the fire be over, and then 
to assist in conveying the engine to the engine-house. 

4. The members shall be divided into sections of three, 
and numerically arranged, and on each week one of 
these siBctions shall have charge of the engine and hose, 
and shall keep the same in good and serviceable order, 
and report if the same needs repair ; and each member 
shall join his section at the time assigned. 

5. Each member shall be provided with a key to fit 
the lock of the engine-house, which he shall always keep 
by day on his person, and by night in a place where it 
can be instantly obtained ; and shall not suffer it to go 
into the possession of any person not a member of the 
company. 

6. For each and every violation of the foregoing sec- 
tions, each member shall be fined the sum of twenty-five 
cents to be paid into the treasury of the company ; pro- 
vided^ that any member who shall pay the sum of three 
dollars semi-annually, in advance, to the treasury of the 
company, shall be exempt from all active duty, and all 
fines for the neglect thereof. 

Aeticlb VII. — A list of the active and other mem- 
bers, and a list of the sections on cleaning, shall bo pre- 
pared by the secretary, and hung in the engine-house. 

Abtiolb VIII. — ^Any member who shall neglect to 
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pay his dues or fines for two months after they oecnr, 
may be suspended until the same be paid ; and if he re- 
fuse to pay the same, or engage in any course of conduct 
calculated to throw odium upon the company, he may, 
on trial of the fact, after he diall receive one week's no- 
tice thereof, be expelled. 

Article IX. — The first member arriving at a fire shall 
Lave charge of the engine-pipe, and in case of the non- 
anival of the foreman or assistant foreman, shall have 
direction of the operations at the fire ; but shall yield 
the command to the foreman, or, in his absence, the as- 
sistant foreman, on his arrival. 

Abtiolb X. — This company shall meet for the purpose 
of business, on the [ h^re insert date ], or at such times 
as it may be called together by the foreman, on the 
written request of four members ; and at each of these 
meetings five members shall constitute a quorum. 

Articlb XI. — The rules of order embraced in the 
work entitled " The Young Debatkr," published by 
Dick & Fitzgerald, at the city of New York, shall govern 
the deliberations of this company, so far as the same 
may apply ; and the order of business therein laid down 
shall be followed, unless suspended or transposed by a 
wo-tliirds vote. 

Article XII. — ^This constitution shall not be altered 
or amended except the alteration or amendment shall 
have been proposed in writing at a stated meeting pre- 
vious to the one when the said alteration or amendment 
shall be considered. 

[ Where tJiere are water-works in the town, and a suf- 
ficiency of water-^lugs, all that portion of the constitu* 
tion relating to Imckets, may he stricken out. In thai 
case ihefdUowmg section shaxdd beadd^d to ArticU VI:} 
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7- The foreman at every fire shall assign a member, 
or in the absence of such, some suitable and trusty per- 
son to every water-plug in use by the company, to turn 
the water on or oflF as it may be needed, and to prevent 
interference with the supply of water for the engine. 

III. Uniformed Militia Company. 

Preamble. — In order to acquire a knowledge of the 
military art, and to perfect ourselves in the drill and dis- 
cipline of the citizen-soldier, we, the undersigned, hereby 
form ourselves into a military association, and to more 
readily promote our object, and for our civil government, 
as well as to perfect our military organization by rules 
supplementary and subsidiary to those provided by the 
State of [here insert name of State ^^ for the govern- 
ment of the militia, we adopt the following constitu- 
tion: 

Article I. — The name of this company shall be [here 
insert name]. 

Article II. — ^Any citizen between the ages of eigh- 
teen and forty five, having been proposed in writing by 
an active member of the company to the examining 
committee, and having been approved by the said com- 
mittee, and by them proposed at a regular meeting of 
said company, or one specially called for the election of 
members, shall be balloted for by ball-ballot, and, if he 
have five-sixths of the balls in his favor, shall be entitled 
to all the privileges and be subject to all the duties of 
active membership, on signing this constitution ; providr 
ed^ that, on the proposition of members who are minors, 
the written consent of parents or guardians shall be ap- 
pended thereto ; and provided further that active mem* 
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bers may be elected out of the legal limits of age, if the 
examining committee sliall report unanimously in their 
favor. 

Abticle hi. — 1. The commissioned and non-commid' 
sioned oflScers of the company shall be chosen agreeably 
to the rules and regulations that now, or may hereafter, 
govern the uniformed militia of the State of [here mseri 
name of State ] ; but the civil oflScers, consisting of a 
secretary, armorer, assistant armorer, and treasurer, 
shall be chosen at the annual meeting on the [ here in- 
eert date]. 

2. The captain of the company shall be the president 
thereof, ex officio ; and in case of his death, absence, res- 
ignation, or other disability, the next commissioned offi- 
cer in rank present shall preside, and the duties of the 
president shall be the same as a similar officer in like 
organizations. 

3. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to collect all • 
fines, dues, and assessments ; to pay all bills, upon the or- 
der of the president, which are countersigned by the 
secretary ; to receive, safely keep, and pay over, when 
properly required, all money of the company ; to keen 
correct accounts of all receipts and expenditures, as well 
as an account with each member ; to report annually the 
condition of the finances ; to allow his books to be open 
to the inspection of each member ; and to give bond, 
with good and sufficient sureties, if required, in the pe- 
nal sum of three hundred dollars, for the faithful per- 
formance of his duties. 

4. It shall be the duty of the secretary, in addition to 
keeping the minutes of the proceedings of each meeting 
for the transaction of business, to keep an account of all 
the military meetings and parades, in an orderly-book, 
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which shall be brought to each meeting, and be, «t all 
times, open to general inspection; and he shall also 
keep a muster-roll, which he shall call, thirty minutes 
after the time named for assembling; and shall note and 
report, as soon as possible, to the treasurer, all fines and 
assessments, and those upon whom they are to be levied ; 
and he may employ a person, at a reasonable compensa- 
tion, to distribute orders or notifications to the members, 
of special meetings or parades. 

5. It shall be the duty of the armorer to provide, zA 
the expense of the company, all ammunition which shall, 
from time to time, become necessary ; to keep the arms, 
accoutrements, and military apparatus of the company in 
safety and good order; to keep a record of all the prop- 
erty in his chai'ge, and of its condition, reporting a copy 
of the same to the annual meeting, keying it open, mean- 
while, for the inspection of the members ; and, during 
the absence or inability of the armorer, the assistant 
armorer shall take his place. 

6. In consideration of the faithful performance of the 
duties appertaining to their several offices, the secretary, 
treasurer, and armorer shall be exempt from all dues 
and assessments, except those made for encampment 
purposes. 

Article IY. — 1. There shall be appointed by the pres- 
ident, at the annual meeting, the following standing 
committees, namely: on finance, uniform, music, and 
examination, to consist of three active members each ; 
and of each of these committees the captain shall be a 
member ^ officio. 

2. The duty of the finance committee shall be to act, 
when instructed, as a committee of ways and means ; 
to inspect the books and accounts of the treasurer ; as- 
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sist him in collecting amounts due to the company; 
audit his account previous to his annual report; to take 
charge of his business in case of his absence or inability, 
and to attend generally to the financial affairs of the 
company. 

3. The duty of the uniform committee shall be to 
direct the making of the uniforms ; to see that they are 
made in exact conformity to the uniforms adopted by the 
company ; and to keep a correct list of the members, and 
names of the holders of uniforms and equipments. 

4. The duty of the music committee Bhall be to en- 
gage, on the most advantageous terms, the music neces- 
sary for the parades and drills of the company ; to audit 
all bills for said music, and to report them to the follow- 
ing meeting of the company. 

5. The duty of the examining committee shall be to 
examine into the personal character and physical condi- 
tion of all persons proposed as candidates for membership, 
and report the result of the examination to the com- 
pany. 

Article V. — Each and every active member, except 
the secretary, treasurer, and armorer, shall pay to 
the treasury of the company the sum of [here ifisert 
amount] per month, and pay, in addition, such sums as 
shall be necessary for parades and encampments. And 
each and every member shall be subject to the following 
fines, namely : for absence from any squad drill, fifteen 
cents ; for absence irom company meetings, twenty-five 
cents ; for absence from annual meeting, one dollar ; for 
retiring from meeting without leave, fifty cents ; and for 
retiring from ranks without leave, five dollars ; and no 
fines or assessments shall be commuted or remitted; 
except for good -cause, and by a vote of the company. 
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Article VI. — The commissioned officers of the com- 
pany shall form a Board of Control, with authority to do 
and perform all acts which it may be necessary to do and 
perform for the benefit of the company, when, from the 
nature of the case, it shall be impracticable to call 
the company together to act ; and shall report their 
action, with the reason therefor, at the next meeting of 
the company. 

Article VII. — No member shall be admitted to the 
ranks until he shall be deemed by his drill officer to be 
sufficiently expert in the school of the soldier ; and any - 
member whom the commanding officer shall, at any time, 
judge to be deficient in military discipline, shall be 
remanded to a drill officer for further instruction. 

Article VIIL — The secretary shall enter, in an order- 
book, an exact description of the uniform adopted by 
this corps, together with such alterations and additions 
as may, from time to time, be made ; and every active 
member shall provide himself with a complete uniform 
within thirty days after his admission, which said uni- 
form he shall not permit to be worn by any person not a 
member of this company, on any occasion ; nor shall he 
wear his uniform in public, except at a parade of the 
company, or when in actual service of the State, or the 
United States, without first having obtained the written 
leave of the commanding officer. 

Article IX. — Any person paying annually the sum 
of [here insert amount] in advance to the company, may 
be elected a contributing member, by a majority of votes, 
and is thereby entitled to visit the drills and meetings of 
the company for instruction or amusement ; and if he 
provide or obtain a proper uniform, and the commanding 
officer consider him to be sufllciently drilled for the pur- 
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pose, may join any parade, on payment of the assess- 
ment for the parade ; but he shall not be subject to other 
assessments or fines for non-attendance; shall have no 
vote for oflScers or on military matters, and shall be 
eligible for no offices except that of secretary and treas- 
lu-er. 

Artiolb X. — Any member intending to be absent firom 
[here nwine limits] for more than thirty days, must apply 
to the commandant for a furlough, and, having obtained 
it, he shall be exempt from all fines and assessments until 
his return ; and any member neglecting to obtain a fur- 
lough shall be liable to all fines and assessments which 
may be incurred during his absence. 

Article XI. — Any member making written applica- 
tion to the commandant, accompanied by a certificate 
from the treasurer that he has paid all his debts to the 
company, may, by a vote of the company, receive an 
honorable discharge. And if any member shall be 
guilty of any act discreditable to himself or the corps? 
he shall be expelled from the company, by a two-thirda 
vote of those present when the vote is taken. And if 
any member absent himself for six successive meetings 
of the company, without forwarding an excuse satisfac- 
tory to the commanding officer, the company may, by a 
majority vote, strike his name from the roll. 

Article XII. — The regular meetings of this company 
shall be on [here insert date], and the hour of each meet- 
ing shall be, from the first of September to the first of 
March, inclusive, at 7^ o'clock in the afternoon ; and 
during the rest of the year, at 8 o'clock ; but special 
meetings may be called by the Board of Control ; and 
additional meetings for drill may be called, if the com* 
pany so determine. 
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Article XIH. — The rules of order embraoed in the 
work entitled " The Young Debater," published by 
Dick & Fitzgerald, at New York, shall govern the delibe- 
rations of this company in all its business meetings, so far 
as the same may apply ; and the order of busii^ess therein 
laid down shall be followed, unless suspended or trans- 
posed by a two-thirds vote ; but in all committees, 
whether special or standing, the highest officer shall be 
chairman ; and if no officer be on that committee, then 
the first-named person thereon shall act as chairman. 

Abticle XIV. — Past officers of this company, and of- 
ficers of the army of the United States, and of the armies 
of nations at peace with the United States, may be elected 
honorary members, but no others ; ai^d honorary mem- 
bers shall be exempt from all dues, fines, and assessments 
whatever. 

Abticle XV. — To perpetuate the principles which led 
to the establishment of this corps, and in honor of its 
founders, the [here insert date] shall be celebrated as its 
anniversary, in such manner as may be directed by a 
majority of the members of the company. 

Abtiolb XVI. — This constitution shall not be altered, 
amended, or abrogated, except by a vote of two-thirds of 
the members present at the stated meeting next after 
that at which said amendment or alteration shall have* 
been proposed in writing. 

Aetiole XVII. — In consideration of the benefits of 
military drill, which we are to obtain as members of the 
corps, and the use of the arms and equipments of the 
company, we, the members of [here insert title], do sev- 
erally promise and agree with the said corps, and tho 
members thereof, to pay all fines, dues, and assessments 
which may, from time to time, be incurred by us, and to 
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faithfully abide by the rules and regulations enforced by 
the foregoing constitution ; and we do further agree that 
the books of the secretary and treasurer, as well as out 
signatures to the constitution, shall be evidence against 
us in any suit brought to recover said dues and fines. 



IV. AgricTilttiral Society 

Aeticle I. — The name of this society shall be " The 
[here insert name of county or section'] Agricultural So- 
ciety ;" and its object shall be the improvement of agri- 
culture, and the study of the kindred arts and sciences. 

Article II. — The oflScers of this society shall consist 
of a president, two vice-presidents, a corresponding* 
secretary, a recording secretary, a treasurer, and a 
librarian, who shall be elected annually by ballot, on 
the {here insert date of election']^ who shall hold their 
several offices until their successors shall have been 
chosen, and who shall have like powers, and perform 
like duties, with like officers in similar organizations. 

Abtiolb III. — There shall be appointed by the presi- 
dent, immediately after his election, by and with the 
consent of the society, the following standing committees, 
to consist of five members each, namely : on finance, 
^library, lectures, exhibition, and printing, who shall per- 
form such duties and take charge of such business as 
may be assigned to them by vote of the society. 

Article IV. — 1. Any person residing within \here 
state limits']^ who is above the age of twenty-one years, 
may become a resident member of this society, by con- 
sent of the members present at any stated meeting suc- 
ceeding the one at which his name shall have been pro- 
posed ; and corresponding members may be elected from 
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among persons who reside outside of the foregoing 
limits. 

2. Each and every resident member, upon his election, 
shall sign this constitution, and pay over to the recording 
secretary the sum of [here insert amount]^ and shall pay 
the like sum annually thereafter in advance ; but no dues 
or contributions shall be demanded of corresponding 
members. 

Article V. — ^This society shall be divided into the 
following sections, namely : 1. Soils, and their manage- 
ment; 2. cereals and grasses; 3. vegetables; 4. fruit 
trees ; 6 hedges and fences ; 6. noxious animals ; 7. 
farm buildings ; 8. implements ; 9. useful animals ; 10. 
miscellaneous affairs ; to whom shall be referred all papers 
and affairs relating to their several departments, each of 
whom shall report to this society upon the business 
intrusted to it, from time to time, as it may be directed ; 
and to one or more of thes^ sections each member, im- 
mediately after his election, shall attach himself. 

Article VI. — This society shall meet monthly, on 
[here insert time'], and at such times as it may be called 
together by the president, upon the written request of 
six members ; of each of which meetings six members 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Article VII. — The rules of order embraced in th© 
work entitled " The Young Debater," published by 
Dick & Fitzgerald, at New York City, shall govern the 
deliberations of this society, so far as the same may apply ; 
and the order of business therein laid down shall be fol- 
lowed, unless otherwise ordered by a two-thirds vote. 

Article VTCL — There shall be established an annual 
fair, upon the [here insert date and time] and under the 
charge of the committee on exhibition, at which such 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 KUMISMATIO SOOtETT. 

things shall be exhibited, in competition and otherwise, 
and such premiums be paid to exhibitors, and under 
such regulations as the said committee, by and with the 
approval and consent of the society, shall determine. 

Abticlb IX. — Any member who shall be guilty of 
any public felonious offence against the law, or any 
disgraceful noisdemeanor, or who shall persevere in a 
course of cynduct calculated to bring upon this society 
disrepute, may be expelled by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present at any stated meeting ; and any mem- 
ber who shall neglect or refuse to pay his dues for more 
than one year, shall thereby cease to be a member of this 
association ; but no member shall be expelled until due 
notice shall have been given him of the charges brought 
against him, and until he shall have had the opportunity 
of being confronted with his accusers, and of being heard 
in his own defence. 

Article X. — This constitution may be altered or 
amended, at any stated meeting of the society, by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members present, provided that 
written notice of said alteration or amendment shall have 
been given ^t a previous stated meeting. 
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PART III. 



THE DUTIES OP OPPICERS. 

I. The Presiding Officer. 

The chairman should have made himself fully ac- 
quainted with the rules of order and the usages of 
deliberative bodies. He should be prompt, dignified, 
and impartial. He should be quick of eye to note any 
member who rises, and quick of speech to declare him 
in possession of the floor. He shoixld suffer no member 
to violate order, without instant rebuke. His voice 
should be steady, distinct, and clear, so that all may 
hear readily. When he puts the question, states a point 
of order, or otherwise addresses the body, he should 
rise ; and when he has finished, resume his seat. His 
constant attention is necessary, and his eye should never 
wander from the speaker before him ; nor should he, in 
any way, show a neglect of the business. No matter 
what disturbance may arise, his coolness and temper 
must be preserved. If his decision be appealed from, 
he should show no resentment — an appeal being a mat- 
ter of privilege — ^but should put the appeal in the 
same indifferent manner as though it were an ordinary 
question. He should always remember that he has been 
placed there to guide and control tlie machinery of the mo- 
ment, and not to give his own views, or display his own 
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abilities in an organized association. He will sign all 
orders for the payment of money, ordered by the body. 

II. The Recording Officer. 
Tlie secretary or clerk, at the commencement of 
proceedings, will seat himself at his table ; and, at the 
order of the chairman, will read the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting. He must note down the proceedings, 
and write them out in full, previous to another meeting. 
He must file all resolutions and other papers before the 
body, and allow none to go from his custody without 
due authority. He must read all resolutions and papers, 
when requested to do so by the chair. He must turn 
over his records and papers in good order to his successor 
on leaving his oflSce. He must countersign all orders 
on the treasurer, which have been signed by the presi- 
dent, as this counter-signature is the evidence that the 
society has approved the order. 

III. The Treasurer, 

The treasurer must enter, in a book to be provided 
for the purpose, all money received, and all payments 
made, on account of the body. He must pay out no 
money except on an cJrder, signed by the president, and 
countersigned by the secretary. He must retain these 
orders, as his vouchers. He must turn over his books, in 
good order, to his successor on leaving his oflSce. He 
must give bonds in such needful sum as it deems best, 
if the body require. 

IV. The LibrariaxL 

The librarian will take upon him the charge of the 
books and manuscripts not pertaining to the duties of 
other officers. Of these he must keep a catalogue. He 
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must keep a record of all books borrowed, by whom and 
when returned ; and must only loan them under such 
regulations as the body see fit to adopt. He must turn 
over his catalogue and records to his successor on leaving 
his oflSce. 

V. The Curators, 

The curators will take charge of all specimens of 
nature or art, or otherwise, and all property of the body, 
not in charge of other oflBcers. This they will have cata- 
logued, and will keep it under such restrictions as may 
be imposed on them by the main body. They must turn 
over their catalogue papers and property to their suc- 
cessors on leaving their oflSce. 

VL The Committee on Correspondence. 

The committee will take charge of all correspondence 
ordered by the body, and if there be no corresponding 
secretary, will conduct it with all parties, at direction 
of the body, through its chairman. It will report, from 
time to time, as directed, and will keep copies of letters 
sent, and a file of those received, which it will turn over 
to its successors, on its discharge. If there be a corre- 
sponding secretary, he will perform the duties assigned 
above to the committee of correspondence. 

VII. The Committee on Finance. 

The committee on finance will devise the ways and 
means to obtain the necessary funds for the body, and 
report thereon from time to time ; and will attend to such 
other duties as may be assigned to them. 
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VIII. other Committees. 

Other committees will attend to such husiness as may 
be assigned to them by the main body, reporting there- 
on as may be required. 
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PAET IT. 



OFFICIAL FORMS. 
I. The President, 

On taking his seat, says : ^ 

" The meeting [or society^ or cluh^ or assodoHon^ as 
the case may he] will come to order." 

If there have been a meeting previous : 

" The secretary will please to read the minutes." 

After the minutes have been read : 

" You have heard the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing read. What order do you take on them ?" 

When a motion has been made and seconded : 

" It has been moved and seconded that [here stcUe the 
rtvotion]. Are you ready for the question ?" 

If a member arises to speak, recognize him by naming 
him by his place, or in any way which will identify him 
without using his name, if possible. 

In putting the question : 

" It has been moved and seconded that [herd state the 
motiori]. So many as are in favor of the motion will 
signify their assent by saying 'Aye !' " 

When the ayes have voted, say : 

" Those of the contrary opinion, ' No !' " 

Or, have the resolution read, and say : 

"It has been moved and seconded that the resolution 
just read be passed. So many as are in favor," etc* 
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On a call for the previous question : 

" Shall the main question be now put ? Those in the 
affirmative will," etc. 

On an appeal, state the decision, and, if you think 
proper, the reasons therefor, and that it has been appealed 
from, and then : 

" Shall the decision of the chair stand I Those in the 
affirmative," etc. 

Should it be sustained, say : 

" The ayes have it. The decision of the chair stands 
as the judgment of this meeting" [or society^ eto.^ as the 
case may he]. 

Should it not be sustained, say : 

"The noes have it. The decision of the chair is 
reversed." 

In announcing the result of a question, if it be car- 
ried, say : 

" The ayes appear to have it — ^the ayes have it — the 
motion [or amendrrbent^ as the case may he] is carried. 

If it be lost : 

" The noes appear to have it — the noes have it — ^the 
motion is lost." 

If a division be called for: 

" A division is called for. Those in favor of the mo- 
tion will rise." 

Count them. When counted, announce the number, 
and say : 

" Those opposed will rise." 

Count them, report the number, and declare the result. 

If the yeas and nays be called for, and no objection be 
made, he states the question, if needed, and says : 

" As the roll is called, members will vote in the affirm- 
ative or negative. The secretary will call the rolL" 
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After the ayes and nays have been determined, the 
chairman states the number and declares the result. 

If no quorum be present at the hour of meeting, after 
waiting a reasonable time, he says : 

" The hour for which this meeting was called having 
arrived and past, and no quorum being present, what 
order is to be taken ?" 

Or, he may simply announce the fact, and wait for a 
member to move an adjournment. 

If during a meeting some member calls for a count, 
he counts, and announces if a quorum be present or not. 
If not, he says : 

"This meeting is in want of a quorum. What order 
is to be taken ?" 

Or he may state the fact only, and wait for a motion 
to adjourn. But while there is no quorum present, busi- 
ness must be suspended. 

After the minutes have been adopted, he says : 

" The next business in order is the reports of standing 
committees." 

If none, or after they have reported, he says : 

" The reports of special committees are next in order." 

And so he announces each business in its proper suc- 
cession. 

When the hour for the orders of the day arrives, on 
call of a member, he says : 

" Shall the orders of the day be taken up ? So many 
as are in favor," etc. 

In case of disorder in committee of the whole, which 
its chairman cannot repress, the presiding officer may say : 

" The committee of the whole is dissolved. The soci- 
ety [or club, or association, as the case may be] will come 
to order. Members will take their seats." 
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He will then take the chair, instead of the chairman 
of the committee of the whole. 

In taking the question on amendment, he says : 

" The question will be on the amendment offered by 
the member from [naming his place, or otherwise indv 
eating Am]," and then puts the question. 

If on an amendment to an amendment, then : 

^'The question will be on the amendment to the 
amendment," and the rest as before. 

If eitier the amendment or the amendment to the 
amendment be carried, he will say : 

" The question now recurs on the resolution as amend- 
ed. Are you ready for the question ?" 

And if no member rises to speak, he will put the 
question. 

On the motion to amend by striking out words from a 
resolution, he says : 

" It is moved to amend by striking out the words 
[namvng them]. Shall those words stand ?" And then 
he puts the question. 

Objection being made to the reading of a paper, he 
will say : 

*' Shall the paper [naming it] be read ?" and then put 
the question. 

And on an objection being made to the reception of a 
report, he will say : 

" Shall the report of the committee be received ?" and 
after the demand he puts the question. 

When in doubt as to which member was up first, he 
says: 

" The chair is in doubt as to which member is entitled 
to the floor. The society [or dub^ or association, as the 
case may le] will decide. Was the gentleman from — 
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[mdicatmg tmy one] first up !" And puts the qnestion. 
If the body decide against that member, he puts the 
question on the next, and so through, until the society 
decides that some one of them has the floor. If but 
two contend, however, and the society decide against the 
first named, the decision virtually entitles the other to the 
floor without further vote. 

If a member is out of order, he will say : 

" The member \indicatmg him] is out of order." He 
will make him take his seat, and then state wherein the 
member is out of order. 

If the point of order is raised by a member, he will 
Bay: 

'^ The member [indicating him] will state his point of 
order." When this has been done, he decides the point. 

On a question of the time of adjournment, he says: 

"It has been moved and seconded that when this 
meeting [or clvhy etc.^ as the case muy he] adjourns, it ad- 
journs to [naming time and pla^\ Are you ready for the 
question ?" And if no one rises to speak, puts the question. 

On a question of adjournment, he says : 

" It has been moved and seconded, that this meeting 
[cr dAib^ etc.] do now adjourn;" and puts the question. 

When adjournment is carried, he says : 

"This society [or club^ etc.] stands adjourned to" 
[ruimjing tim^ and place] ; or if without any time, he 
says: 

" This society [or cltibj etc.] stands adjourned without 
day." 

II. The Recording Secretary. 

The secretary commences his minutes thus : 
. " At a stated [or special^ or adjourned stated^ or ad- 
journed special^ as the case may 'be\ meeting of [here irir 
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fiert the name of the hody]^ held on [here insert the time 
and place of meetinff]^ Mr. [insert chairman^s name'] in 
the chair, and [here insert secretartfs name] acting as 
secretary — 

" The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and 
approved." 

If the reading of the minutes was dispensed with, say 
BO, instead of the preceding line. 

Then give a statement of what was done, without 
comments, as succinctly as possible, down to the ad- 
journment. 

In countersigning an order for money, or in giving a 
certified copy of the minutes, or an extract from them, 
always sign the name on the left-hand corner of each 
sheet except the last. On the last, the signature on the 
same corner should be preceded — if an order for money 
— by the word teste or attest; and if it be a copy of 
minutes, by the words " A true copy of the minutes." 

In case of an adjournment for want of a quorum, say : 

" At a stated [or special^ etc,] meeting called at \namje 
jpl%ce and tims]^ no quorum being present, the meeting 
adjourned." 

In recording the yeas and nays, prepare a list of the 
members, or have it on hand, and after the name of each 
have two columns ruled. 

Where a member votes *'aye," write it in the first 
column, or head one column " aye," and the other " no," 
and make a mark in the proper column, opposite the 
name. "Where he votes " no," write it on the second. Add 
up, and enter the number at the foot of each column. 
Indorse the resolution or motion voted upon on the 
back of the list. 

Where a report is made, it is not necessary in tlie min- 
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utes to do more than give an abstract of its contents, or 
a sentence or two indicating its nature. The report 
should, however, be indorsed with its title, and the date 
of its report, and filed. 

A list of the orders of the day should always be made 
out previous to every meeting, for the convenience of the 
presiding oflScer. 

III. Corresponding Secretary. 

In addressing a letter for the body, write the words 
" Corresponding Secretary," as concluding part of the 
signature, and retain a copy of the letter sent, with a 
record of the time it was dispatched, stating whether by 
mail or private hand. 

IV. The Treasurer. 
The form of account of the treasurer is very simple. 
The following will give an idea of the plan which will 
answer, in most cases, for an annual statement ; but where 
the accounts are complicated, a regular set of books 
should be opened, and kept by double entry : 

De. The Bergen InsUtuU, in account with John Smithy Treasurer, Or. 
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Y. The Librarian. 

The catalogue of books and MSS. should be numbered 
and classified by size. . For this matter see title " Libra- 
ries and Museums," post. Then the record of loana 
should be made out somewhat in this fashion : 



UBNDiNa BOOK — LiBBAEY OF \in%eri na7rve\. 


Book, 


No. of Vol- 

QIDM. 


Borroirer. 


DataoflxMm 


Date of Rstozau 


648—0. 
826— D. 
609— Oct 

45-V. 

28-T. 
164—0. 


8 


James Travis. 
William T. Brown. 
George Pearson. 
Francis Innes. 
William T. Brown. 


Feb. 19 

" 21 
*• 21 
" 26 
** 26 
" 28 


Fel). 26 
** 28 
« 28 



The abbreviations O., D., Oct., V., and T., mean sev- 
erally octavo, duodecimo, 18mo, 24:mo, and 32mo. 

A separate column may be added to the above, headed 
" Remarks," in which the librarian may enter an account 
of the condition of the books, etc., when returned. 

VI. The Curator, 

The curator's catalogue should have three columns : 
the first containing the name or description of each arti- 
cle in charge ; the second, how obtained ; and the third, 
the mode of its acquisition, whether by purchase, dona- 
tion, or exchange. If minerals, shells, or natural curios- 
ities, another column is to be added for the original local- 
ity of the specimen. 

VIL The Committees. 

The chairman of the committee of the whole, when 
the committee has risen, will say to the president of the 
main body, if it have concluded its business : 

" Mr. President: The committee of the whole has, ac- 
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cording to order, gone through the business assigned to 
it, and asks leave to report." 

Leave being granted, he reports what has been done. 

Or, not having concluded — 

" The committee of the whole has, according to order, 
considered the business assigned to it, and made progress 
therein, but not having time to conclude the same, ask 
leave to sit again." 

Or, if rising from want of a quorum — 

" The committee of the whole has, according to order, 
considered [or proceeded to consider] the business assign- 
ed to it, but has risen for want of a quorum." 

In putting the question for rising — 

''It has been moved and seconded that this committee 
do now rise and report \pr report progress]. So many as 
are in favor," etc. 

All written repoi-ts are headed after a similar form. 
If from a standing committee, thus : 

" The committee on [insert name of committee] r^ 
spectfully report ." And then let the report follow. 

If a special committee — 

" The committee to which was referred [here state the 
special matter of reference]^ have considered the same, 
and respectfully report," etc. 

And all reports conclude with : 

" All of which is respectfully submitted." 

A'minority report is headed : 

"The undersigned, the minority of a committee to 
which was referred," etc. 

And concludes as in a majority report. 
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RULES OP ORDER. 

I. Quorum. 

1. A QiTORUM is a sufficient number to legally transact 
business. A majority of the members of any ass6cia- 
tion constitutes a natural quorum ; but a smaller num- 
ber is usually made a quorum, by a provision to that 
effect in the constitution or by-laws, through motives 
of convenience. 

2. If there be a quorum present at the hour named 
for the meeting, or within thirty minutes thereafter, the 
presiding officer takes the chair, and calls the association 
to order ; if not, he waits a reasonable time, and from 
the chair announces that no quorum is present. There- 
upon no further business is in order, except to adjourn 
for want of a quorum. But it will be in order to call 
the roll of members, and to make endeavor to obtain 
the presence of enough to form a quorum. 

i' 3. During the transaction of business, should it be 
observed that no quorum is present, the chair may an- 
nounce the fact, or any member may call for a count. 
If, on counting, it be found that there is no quorum, 
business is suspended until a quorum be found. If not 
to be had, the meeting must be adjourned. 

4. If, on calling the ayes and noes, or on division, a 
quorum be not found, the vote is null, and at the next 
6* 
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meeting the unfinished business is in the exact state it 
was when the absence of a quorum was discovered. 

II. CaU. 

1. On a call of the body, each member rises as he is 
called, and answers to his name, and the absentees are 
noted. In a snlall body it is not necessary to rise. 

III. Minutes. 

1. The presiding officer having taken the chair, and a 
quorum being present, the minutes are read. If there 
be afty mistakes in the record, these are amended, and 
then the minutes are adopted. If, under circumstances 
requiring haste, or in the absence of the journal, the 
reading of the minutes be suspended, they may be either 
read and adopted at another stage of the proceedings, 
or at the next succeeding meeting. Nevertheless, the 
minutes being a record of facts, any error subsequently 
discovered may be amended at any time. This may be 
done by unanimous consent ; or, if objections be made, 
then any member who voted in the affirmative on their 
adoption, can move a reconsideration of the motion to 
adopt. This last motion prevailing, the minutes are open 
to amendment ; and after being amended, the motion on 
their adoption as amended is put. 

2. The rule of record in ordinary associations is some- 
what different from that in legislative bodies. The 
minutes of the former stand in lieu of the journals of 
the latter. The former never contain a question which 
is interrupted by a vote to adjourn, or to proceed to the 
order of the day ; the latter always do. Even prop- 
ositions withdrawn, or ruled out of order, may be entered, 
as so treated. The minutes are to be full and explicit^ 
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and a true record of all that was done, but not of all 
that was said, unless the latter be necessary to the dear 
understanding of the business. 

3. Proceedings in committee of the whole are, of 
course, not entered on the minutes — ^the entry merely 
that the committee rose and reported thus and so, and 
what was done thereon by the association. 

IV. Presiding Officer. 

In the absence of the president, or in case he declines, 
the vice-president takes the chair. If more thai) one 
vice-president, then they take it in their numerical order, 
unless the association, by vote, designate a particular 
one. If neither president nor vice-president be present, 
some member is called to act temporarily as chairman, 
on motion put by the mover thereof. 

V. Recording Officer. 

In the absence of the secretary, or, if more than oae, 
in the absence of all, a temporary secretary must be 
appointed on motion. 

VL Arrangement of Business. 

This, in associations, is usually provided for in the 
by-laws. If not otherwise provided for, it is as follows : 
1. Eeading the minutes; 2. Reports of standing com- 
mittees ; 3. Reports of special committees ; 4. Special 
orders ; 5. Unfinished business ; 6. New business. The 
election of new members, unless otherwise ordered, is 
always in order ; and the election of officers ranks as a 
special order ; but an election of members is not in or- 
der while other business is pending, or while a membw 
has the floor. 
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VII. Orders. 
There is only one case where a member has a right 
to insist on any thing, and that is where he calls for the 
execution of an existing order. No debate nor delay 
can be had on it ; but where it is for an order of the day, 
fixing some particular business to be taken up, then the 
president, on call of a member, puts the question whether 
the association will proceed to the order of the day. If 
it is decided in the negative, that is, in effect, a reversal 
of the former order, and the association decides to pro- 
ceed to other business. 

VIII. Committees. 

1. Standing committees are appointed under the con- 
stitution or by-laws of the association, or by resolution, 
and sit permanently, while special committees are usu- 
ally appointed by resolution to attend to some particular 
business, which being done, they are usually discharged. 

2. The first-named person acts as chairman of 'any 
committee. It is true that the committee possesses the 
inherent power to choose its own chairman ; but custom 
prevents this power fi*om being used. Should a com- 
mittee select some other than the first named as chair- 
man, it would be considered a wanton insult. 

3. It is always proper to place the mover of a success- 
ful motion on any committee arising through his resolu- 
tion, and to name him first ; but if the committee is 
upon an inquiry into his conduct, or Where its delibera- 
tion concerns himself personally, or his manifest inter- 
est, the rule is not followed. 

4. As near as they will apply, the rules of order of 
the main body govern the deliberations of committees. 

5. A committee to whom a resolution or affirmative 
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proposition is committed should always have a majority 
of members, if they can be had, favorable to such reso- 
lution or proposition. " The child is not to be put to a 
nurse that cares not for it." 

6. Unless otherwise ordered, the chair appoints all 
committees. 

7. When there is a standing committee on any sub- 
ject, any thing referring to such subject should be referred 
to that committee alone ; but it may be given to a special 
committee, if the association think proper. 

8. Standing committees require no order to report. 
They are always in session, and should report at every 
meeting, if only to report progress. 

9. A committee cannot sit while the main body is in 
session, unless so ordered to do. 

10. A majority of a committee must concur in a re- 
port ; but the minority are never refused leave to bring 
in a counter report. 

11. Sometimes a majority cannot be found, when the 
committee should report the fact of their disagreement, 
and ask leave to be discharged ; they are then to be dis- 
charged, and either a new committee raised, or the sub- 
ject to be brought before a committee of the whole, or 
before the main body. 

12. Persons appointed upon a committee should join 
that committee so soon as they are notified of their 
appointment, unless they are excused. And it is the 
duty of the first-named member of the committee to call 
liis fellows together as soon as possible, 

IX, Committee of the "Whole. 

1. If it be necessary to go into committee of the whole 
fiociety, either for a general or specific purpose, it is done 
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by mojion, when the chairman vacates the chair, and 
calls some member to it to act as chairman ; though the 
committee of the whole, if it chooses, can select another 
chairman, like any other committee. This it never does. 
The quorum of the committee is the same as that of 
the main body. If a quorum be found wanting, the 
committee has to rise, the regular chairman takes his 
Beat, and the chairman of the committee informs him 
that the committee rises for want of a quorum. Then 
the usual course is taken in regard to the absence of a 
quorum. 

2. If any communication be made to the main body 
while in committee of the whole, the committee cannot 
receive, it. If its reception be necessary, the committee 
have to rise. 

3. If there be confusion or disturbance in committee 
of the whole, the president may take the chair, declare 
the committee dissolved, and reduce the body to order. 
In that case it requires another motion for that commit- 
tee to sit again. 

4. A committee of the whole cannot adjourn, but it 
must rise. It cannot take the previous question, nor 
take the ayes and noes. 

6. If the business before the committee of the whole 
be unfinished, it rises on motion, the regular presiding 
officer takes the chair, and the chairman of the commit- 
tee reports that the committee of the whole have, ac- 
cording to order, considered the business assigned to 
them, and have made progress therein, but, not hav- 
ing time to conclude the same, ask leave to sit again. 
Leave is then granted on motion. If the subject be a 
special one, and it is concluded, the motion is that the 
committee rise and report proceedings ; then, when the 
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president takes the chair, the chairman of the committee 
reports that the committee have gone through the busi- 
ness referred to them, and ask leave to report. Leave is 
then given to report then, or at some other time, either 
by motion, or, should there be no objection, on the call 
of some member. 

6. In committee, members may speak oflener than 
once on the same subject, and are not confined strictly 
to the subject-matter. With these and the foregoing 
exceptions, the same rules of order govern the commit- 
tee of the whole as govern the main body. 

7. A motion to rise and report progress is in order at 
any stage of the business, and is to be decided without 
debate. When they have reported, they may be dis- 
charged on motion, which brings the matter laid before 
them directly before the association itself. 

X. Commitment. 

1. If it be desired to refer a resolution, address, or 
other matter to a committee, it is done on motion. If 
to a special committee, the chair names the committee. 
Any member present may suggest one member on that 
committee, and if the main body do not object the chair 
will name him, since the silence of members in that 
case is equivalent to a direct appointment of that person 
by the association. But such a course is unusual, and 
generally improper. 

2. Though the majority on a committee should be fa- 
vorable to a measure, the minority may be of those who 
are opposed to it in some particulars. But those totally 
opposed to it should never be appointed ; and if any one 
of that view be named, he should rise and state the fact, 
when the main body will excuse him from serving. 
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3. If it be a written matter which is referred, the sec- 
retary delivers it to the first named of the committee. 

4. A committee meets when and where it pleases, un- 
less the time and place is fixed for it. But it cannot act 
unless its members assemble together. 

5. The committee cannot change the title or subject 
of the matter before them, but otherwise have full power 
over it. 

6. If it be a written matter before it, if it originate 
with the committee, the writing must be considered par- 
agraph by paragraph, and the question put on each. 
After each paragraph is approved or amended, it is then 
considered as -a whole. If it has been referred, the 
committee only report the amendments they recommend 
separately ; as they have no right to amend a paper be- 
longing to the main body. 

7. When the committee is through, some member 
moves that it rise, and report the matter to the main 
body, with or without amendments, as the case may be. 

XI, Reports of Conunittees. 
Hie chairman of the committee, standing in his 
place, informs the association that the committee to 
which was intrusted such a matter, naming it, have di- 
rected him to report thereon, and moves that the report 
be received. The cry of " Receive !" or " Report !" or 
•" Read it!" from any one, generally dispenses with the 
formality of a question. He then reads the report, what- 
ever it may be, and delivers the written report to the 
secretary. Then it lies on the table until called up by a 
motion. The committee is dissolved, and can act no 
more unless reconstituted for the purpose by a vote. 
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XII. Motions. 

1. A motion is a proposition by two members ; conse- 
quently, if not secon ded, it is not to be entertained. This 
is different, however, in the case of an appeal, where 
the question may be put on the demand of one member. 

2. A motion must be put in writing, if any member 
desires it, and read, when required for information. But 
if the demand for the reading be repeated, so as to show 
itself a mere pretext for delay, the association may order 
it to be read no more. 

3. A motion for adjournment cannot be made while 
one member is speaking ; because it is a breach of order 
for one to speak when another has the floor, except to p 
point of cfrder ; consequently, even a privileged motion 
cannot be entertained. And even on a call to order, 
decided against him, he must still be allowed to go on, 
provided he does not persist in the same violation of 
order in his remarks. 

XIII. Amendments. 

1. An amendment takes the place of the question it is 
proposed to amend, and must be decided first. So an 
amendment to an amendment must be decided before 
the first amendment. 

2. But amendments cannot be piled one on the other ; 
that is, while you can amend an amendment, you cannot * 
amend the second amendment. 

3. For example : it is moved to give the thanks of the 
association for his kind gift of fifty volumes to the society. 
It is moved to amend by striking out the word " kind," 
and inserting " generous." This is an amendment. It 
is then moved to strike out the word " generous" and 
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insert that of " liberal." This is an amendment to the 
amendment. It is then proposed to strike out the word 
"liberal," and insert that of "munificent." This third 
amendment is out of order. 

4. Nor can amendments be made to certain privileged 
questions. Thus, an amendment to a motion to adjourn, 
for the previous question, a call of the house, or to lay 
on the table. 

5. But an amendment, though inconsistent with one 
previously adopted, is still in order. It is for the associa- 
tion alone to decide whether, by the passage of the second 
amendment, it will recede from its former action. 

6. On an amendment being moved, a member who 
has spoken to the main question, may speak to the 
amendment. 

7. If it be proposed to amend by leaving out certain 
w:ords, it may be moved to amend the amendment by 
leaving out a part of the words of the amendment, which 
is equivalent to letting those words remain. 

8. For example : the original words being, " Resolved, 
That we have heard with feelings of lively satisfaction 
that the authorities of our town propose to tax dogs, and 
approve their action," it is moved to amend by striking 
out the words " with feelings of lively satisfaction." If 
it be moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
the words " with feelings of satisfaction," the question 
would be : Shall those words stand as part of the reso- 
lution ? If carried, the word " lively" is struck out, and 
the rest remains. The question then recurs on the reso- 
lution as amended. 

9. When it is proposed to amend by inserting a para- 
graph, or part of one, the friends of this should make it 
pertect by amendments ; because if it be inserted it can- 
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not be amended, since it has been agreed to in that form. 
So if proposed to amend by striking out a paragraph ; 
the friends of the paragraph should also make it as per- 
fect, by amendments, as possible ; for if the striking out 
be negatived, that is equivalent to agreeing to it in that 
form, and amendments are not admissible. 

10. When it is moved to amend by striking out cer- 
tain words and inserting others, the manner of stating 
the question is, first to read the whole passage to be 
amended, as it stands at present ; then the words pro- 
posed to be struck out ; next those to be inserted ; and, 
lastly, the whole passage as it will be when amended. 
And the question, if desired, is then to be divided, and 
put first on striking out. If carried, it is next on insert- 
ing the words proposed. If that be lost, it may be 
moved to insert others. 

11. A motion is made to amend by striking out cer- 
tain words and inserting others in their place, which is 
negatived. Then it is moved to strike out the same 
words, and to insert others of a tenor entirely different 
from those first proposed, which is negatived. Then it 
is moved to strike out the same words and insert nothing, 
which is agreed to. All this is in order ; because to 
strike out A and itisert B, is one proposition. To strike 
out A and insert C, is another proposition. To strike 
out A and insert nothing, is another proposition. The 
rejection of either proposition does not preclude the 
offering of a new one. But a motion to strike out 
alone being voted down, is equivalent to voting that the 
words should stand, and amendments are not in order* 
Jefferson thinks that even if the question be divided, and 
taken first on the striking out, and that fails, amend- 
ments are in order, because the j«x)positioB is only half 
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pat. There is fc^rce in thig, and it seems to be tbe 
practice. 

12. Ailer tlie paragraph is amended, it nevertheless 
mskj be further amended by striking it entirely out. 

XIV. Privileged Questions. 

1. " When a question is under debate, no motion shall 
be received but to adjourn, to lay on the table, to post- 
pone indefinitely, to postpone to a day certain, to com- 
mit, or to amend ; which several motions shall have pre- 
cedence in the order they stand arranged; and the mo- 
tion to adjourn shall be always in order, and diall be 
decided without debate." 

2. These privileged questions shall not only be enter- 
tained while the main question is pending, but will be 
put before it. 

3. A motion to adjourn takes precedence of all others, 
because otherwise the body might be kept sitting against 
its will, and indefinitely. Yet even this question cannot 
be entertained after another question is actually put, and 
while members are voting upon it. 

4. An order of the day — that is, a question which has 
previously been set down to be argued or determined on 
that day — takes place of all questions except adjourn- 
ment. If, for instance, a matter be set down for 7 
o'clock, then at that hour, although another question be 
before the body, a motion to proceed to take up the 
order of the day must be rectived by the chair. 

5. These privileged questions sometimes conflict with 
each other, but are reconciled under known rules. 

6. If the previous question be first moved, it is first 
put. This cuts off all the others. The society, having 
decided to take the question, must vote on it as it stands 
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—postponement, commitment, and amendment being 
out of order. 

7. If postponement be carried, of course the question 
cannot be either committed, amended, nor the previous 
question be carried, for the subject is not before the body. 

8. If committed, the same rules and reasons follow. 

9. If amendment is first moved, the question on that 
must be determined before the previous question. 

10. If amendment and postponement are proposed, 
the latter is put first. The reason is, that the amendment 
is not suppressed, but comes up again in its order when- 
ever the main question is again considered. 

11. If a motion for amendment be followed by one for 
commitment, the latter shall be put first. 

12. The previous question cannot be put on the mo- 
tion to postpone, commit, or amend the main question. 

13. The motion for the previous question, or for com- 
mitment or amendment, cannot be postponed. 

14. A motion made for reading papers relative to the 
question discussed must be put before the main question. 

15. A motion made and seconded cannot be withdrawn 
without leave, though, if no member object, it is not 
necessary to put the question. 

16. When different sums or dates are used in filling 
blanks, the question shall first be put on the largest sum 
and the longest time. 

17. In commitment, the motions to commit are privi- 
leged in the following order: 1. Committee of the 
Whole ; 2. Standing Committee; 3. Special Committee. 

18. A motion to lay on the table must be put before 
either postponement, commitment, or amendment, al- 
though neither of these last can be laid on the table. 

19. A postponement can be amended as to time, and 
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an amendment can be amended ; but if it be proposed to 
amend by inserting any thing, a motion to amend or 
perfect the matter proposed to be inserted must be put 
to a vote before the question to insert. The same rule 
follows in regard to striking out. 

20. A question of privilege, such as a quarrel between 
members, or affecting the character of members, or the 
main body, must be disposed of before the original ques- 
tion be disposed of. 

21. Questions on leave to withdraw motions, or ap- 
peals from the decision of the chair, have a precedence 
over the main question. 

XV. Previous Question. 

1. When any question is before the association, any 
member may move that the main question be put ; and 
this is termed moving the previous question. If the 
question pass in the affirmative, the main question is put 
immediately, and no further debate is allowed upon the 
matter at issue. 

2. This is frequently styled " the gag law," because 
its adoption cuts off all debate. When a subject in the 
judgment of the majority has been exhausted, or when 
personalities have been introduced, and disorders are 
threatened, it is a very proper and wise thing ; but it 
should not generally be brought to bear so long as mem- 
bers who desire to speak are unheard. 

XVI. Division of the Question. 

1. A question which contains more parts than one 
may be divided, on the demand of a member, provided 
the main body concur. If the question contain parts 
which are evidently incompatible, the presiding officer 
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may divide them of his own will, unless the body deny 
him the power. 

2. When a question is divided, after the question has 
been taken on the first member of it, the second member 
is still open to amendment and debate, unless the previ- 
ous question be taken upon it. 

XVII. Coexisting Questions. 

1. Occasionally there are two questions up at the same 
time— one primarily, and the other secondarily. Are 
both subject to debate i 

2. When it has been moved to commit a question, the 
main question is debatable under that motion ; but no 
amendment can be entertained, because the question of 
commitment will be first put 

XVIII. Equivalent Questions. 
Where questions are equivalent, so that the rejec- 
tion of one is the affirming the other, that necessarily 
determines the latter. Tlius, a vote against striking out 
is virtually the same as a vote to agree ; a vote to reject, 
is equivalent to a vote to adopt ; but, on a motion to 
strike out A and insert B, being decided in the nega- 
tive, this does not preclude the motion to strike out A 
and insert C, these being separate questions. 

XIX. The Question. 

1. The question is first to be put on the affirmative, 
and then on the negative side. 

2. After the question has been put, debate upon it is 
out of order; but after the presiding officer has put 
the affirmative, any member who has not spoken before 
on the question, may speak before the negative be put, 
for it ia not a full question until the negative be put. 
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3. But on trifling mattere, such as leave to bring in 
reports of committees, withdrawing motions, reading 
papers, and such like, the consent of the main body will 
be supposed without the formality of a question, unless 
some one should object, for the absence of an objection 
in such cases testifies to unanimous consent. 

XX Division. 

1. The affirmative and negative voices having been 
heard upon a question, the presiding officer declares by 
the sound what is the result. If he have doubts as to the 
relative strength of the yeas and nays, or if any member 
demands it, before other business has been gone into, 
then a division is ordered. 

2. The mode of dividing is for those in the affirma- 
tive to rise, when the presiding officer counts those up, 
and announces the number. These sit, and those in the 
negative arise, to be counted in like manner. 

3. One-fifth of the members present may call for the 
yeas and nays, each member's name being called, and 
his answ^ entered by the secretary. 

In case of any disorder during a division or calling 
of the yeas anji nays, the presiding officer decides the 
question of order ; and the decision is not the subject of 
appeal at this time, although it may be revised after the 
division or call is over. (See Bule XXXIEL) 

XXI. Reconsideration. 
1. A question which has been decided either in the 
affirmative or the negative, may be reconsidered upon 
the motion of a member who has voted with the major- 
ity. But this motion for reconsideration will not be in 
order, unless made during the meeting whereat the 
question was decided. 
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2. The effect of the adoption of a motion to recon- 
sider is to place the question in the position it occupied 
before the vote on its adoption or rejection was taken ; 
consequently it is as open to amendment, postponement, 
commitment, or laying on the table, as it was at that 
time. 

XXII. Appeals. 

1. An appeal from the decision of the chair is a mat- 
ter of right, and brings under review and opens to de- 
bate the grounds of such decision. 

2. The presiding officer, by usage and courtesy, has 
the right to assign his reasons for his decision before the 
question is put (jn the appeal. 

3. The question on an appeal is, whether the decision 
of the presiding officer shall stand as the judgment of 
the body itself. If a majority vote in the affirmative, 
the decision stands ; if not, it is reversed* 

4. An appeal cannot be put on an appeal ; that is, a 
second appeal cannot be entertained while the first re- 
mains undisposed of. 

5. A mere opinion of the chair, drawn out by an in- 
terrogation on points of order, is not subject to .an ap- 
peal. To be appealed from, it must be an actual decision 
on a question coming up legitimately in the progress of 
business. 

XXIII. Papers. 

1. When papers have been laid before the main body, 
or referred to a committee, every member has a right to 
hear them once read at the secretary's table, before he 
can be compelled to vote on them. 

2. But he has not a right, therefore, to have papers 
read independently of the will of a majority of his col- 

7 
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leagues. If the reading be demanded purely for infor- 
mation, and not for delay, and no one objects, the chair- 
man will direct it to be done, without putting it to the 
question. But should any one object, the question must 
be put.' 

3. Nor can any member have a right, without a ques- 
tion first put, to have any thing read, which is not bfefore 
the body. 

4. Nor can a member have a right to read a paper 
in his place, not even his own speech, if it be objected 
to, without leave of the body. But this rule is not 
usually enforced, unless there be a gross or intentional 
abuse of the time and patience of the body. 

XXIV. Conimunic^tions. 

When a communication addressed to the main body 
is presented, the question is to be put whether it shall be 
received. But a general cry of " Receive !" or, even if 
there be no objection, the silence of the body, is suflScient 
to dispense with the formality of the question. In that 
case, or in case the vote on its reception be in the af- 
firmative, it is to be read, unless 9therwise disposed of* 

XXV. Things on the Table. 

1. Matters which have been laid on the table can only 
be called up when the class of business to which they 
belong is in order. 

2. If laid on the table by a motion, they can only be 
lifted from it by a motion. If laid there, under rules, as 
a matter of course, they can be called up by any mem- 
ber as a matter of right, when the business to which 
they belong is reached in its regular order. 
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8. But it is deemed disconrteons, when the matter lies 
on the table, to call it up in the absence of the mover, or 
against his wishes, if present, provided it refers to a mat- 
ter of local or private concern, in the mover's special 
charge ; and provided, further, that it is not designed or 
calculated to delay final action on any measure or prop- 
osition before the body, or impede the progress of busi- 
ness. 

XXVI. Resolutions. 

All resolutions must be committed to writing if 
demanded, and the name of the mover should be signed 
thereto. 

XXVII. Rights of Members. 

1. It is the right of a member to have the question 
put on his motion, and a refusal to do this is a breach of 
order on the part of the chair. 

2. It is the right of a member to insist on the execu- 
tion of a standing order of the body. 

3. And it is the right of a member, if he observe that 
a quorum is not present during the transaction of busi- 
ness, to call for a count. 

XXVIII. Trial of Members. 

1. This is usually provided for by the by-laws. If it 
be not done, then the rule is to give the member due no- 
tice that at such a meeting such charges will be preferred 
against him, in order that he may know the nature of 
the charges made, and how to meet them. 

2. He is to have witnesses examined in his defence^ 
and reasonable delay in order to obtain them. 
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XXIZ. Order and DecOTCun. 

1. When the presiding officer takes the chair, every 
member is to be seated. 

2. When any member means to speak, he is to stand 
np, uncovered, and to address himself-^-not to those 
around, or to any particular member — but to the presid* 
ing officer, who calls him by his name ; or, better still, 
indicates him by his position, or otherwise, that the body 
may take notice who it is that speaks. But a member 
who is indisposed may be indulged to speak sitting. 

3. When a member stands up to speak, no question is 
to be put ; but he is to be heard, unless the body over- 
rules him. 

4. If two or more rise to speak nearly together, the 
chairman decides who was first up, and calls him by 
name or location ; whereupon he proceeds, unless he vol- 
untarily sits down, and gives way to the other. But if 
the chairman is not clear in his mind, or the body does 
not acquiesce in his decision, the question is to be put as 
to which was first up. 

5. No man can speak more than once to the same 
question, not even though he change his opinion in the 
mean while, unless by unanimous consent. 

6. But if he be the mover, proposer, or introducer of 
the question pending, he may close the debate ; but only 
after every one desiring to, speak on it shall have been 
heard. 

7. Or he may be permitted to speak again, to clear a 
matter of fact ; or merely to explain himself in some 
material part of his speech ; or to the manner and words 
of the question, keeping himself to that only, and not 
travelling into the merits of it ; or to the orders of the 
body, if they be transgressed, keeping within that line. 
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8. If the chairman rise to state a point of order, give 
information, or otherwise speak within his privilege, the 
member standing up must resume his seat, that the chair- 
man may be first heard. 

9. No one is to speak impertinently or beside the ques- 
tion, superfluously or tediously. 

10. No person is to use indecent language against the 
proceedings of the body ; and no prior determination of 
which is to be reflected on by any member, unless he 
means to conclude with a motion to rescind it. While a 
proposition is under consideration, however, though it 
has been even reported by a committee, reflections upon 
it are not reflections upon the body itself. 

11. No person, in speaking, is to mention a member 
then present by his name ; but to describe him by his 
•seat, or as one who spoke last ; or on the other side of 
the question ; or in some other indirect way to identify 
him. 

12. Nor is he to digress from the matter to fall upon the 
person ; nor to use even unmanly words against a mem- 
ber ; nor to arraign the motives of those who propose 
or advocate it. All such violations of order it is the 
duty of the chair to immediately suppress. 

13. When a member shall be called to order by a 
member or the chair, he shall sit down until the point of 
order is decided. The member who makes the call shall 
state his point of order, and the question shall be decided 
by the chair, without debate ; subject, of course, to an 
appeal. 

14. While the chair is putting a question, or address- 
ing the body, none shall walk out of or across the 
room; nor, in such case, nor while a member is speak- 
ing, shall entertain private discourse ; nor, while a mem- 
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ber is speaking, shall pass between him and the chair. 
Every member shall remain uncovered while the body is 
in session. No member, or other person, shall visit or 
remain near the secretary's table while the ayes and 
noes are being called, or the ballots counted. 

15. No one is to disturb another in his speech by hiss- 
ing, coughing, spitting, or rude exclamations ; nor stand 
up to interrupt him ; nor pass between the chair and the 
speaking member, nor go across the house while he is 
speaking; nor walk up and down the floor; nor take 
books or papers from the table, or write there. Never- 
theless, if no attention is paid to what the member says, 
it is a piece of prudence for him to sit down, as the ill- 
manners of ms colleagues are prima fade evidence that 
he is saying nothing worth the hearing. 

16. K repeated calls do not produce order, the chair 
may call any member by name who obstinately persists 
in irregularity, whereupon the main body may require 
the member to sit down. He must be heard in excul* 
pation, if it is intended to proceed further, and then with- 
draw to await the further action of his colleagues, who 
may pass a vote of censure upon him ; or, if he persist, 
may act in his case in the manner prescribed in the by- 
laws of the body. 

17. Disorderly words are not to be noted until the 
member finishes his speech, unless they are manifestly 
personal, indecent, blasphemous, or reflecting upon the 
house. The offensive words are to be taken down by the 
member who objects, or by the secretary, at his request. 
If the chair thinks they are not disorderly, he directs 
them not to be taken down by the secretary, unless there 
be a general cry to the contrary. They are to be read, 
when taken down, to the member, who may deny them ; 
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in whicli case the body shall decide by vote whether 
they are his or not. If they are voted to be his, or if he 
acknowledge them, he must justify them satisfactorily, 
explain the nse of them, or apologize. If the offended 
member still persists, and is not satisfied, the sense of the 
body may be taken, during which both members must 
withdraw. But when business has intervened, or any 
member spoken after the offensive words, they cannot be 
taken down. 

18. Disorderly words spoken in committee must be 
written down, as in the main body ; but the committee 
can only report them to the latter for its action. 

19. Blasphemous or seditious words, or j|ords reflect- 
ing on the religious belief of members, or on religion 
generally, are not in order. 

20. No member can be present when any thing which 
concerns himself is debating, much less to vote upon it ; 
nor is any member to speak to the merit of it until he 
withdraws. Nevertheless, he may be heard upon it, be- 
fore he withdraws. 

21. No member is to come into the place of meeting, 
or remain there with his head covered, nor put on Iiis hat 
while there. 

22. A question of order may be adjourned for a time, 
to look into precedents. 

23. When a member is called to order, he shall sit 
down at once, unless permitted to explain. If the body 
be appealed to, it shall decide the question" without de- 
bate ; if there be no appeal, the decision of the chair 
shall be submitted to. If the decision be in favor of the 
member, he shall be allowed to proceed ; if against him, 
he shall not proceed without the leave of the body ; and 
the body may, if it think proper, proceed to censure him. 
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24. All decisions of the presiding officer are liable to 
be reversed, altered, or amended by the body. 

XXX. Adjournments and Recesses. 

An adjournment is the closing of a session for the day, 
to be resumed on another day ; on which day the regu- 
lar routine of business is commenced anew, except when 
superseded by a special order. 

A recess is a suspension of business from one hour of 
a day to another hour of the same day ; at which hour 
business is taken up at the point where it was left, unless 
a special order takes its place. 

A motion to adjourn cannot be amended, by adding 
the day and hour. It must be put simply that this body 
do now adjourn ; and, if carried in the affirmative, it is 
adjourned to the next sitting day, or without day, as the 
case may be. But any special time of adjournment may 
be fixed by a previous resolution. 

If a question be put for adjournment, it is no adjourn- 
ment till so pronounced by the chair. And it is a 
breach of courtesy for a member to leave his place until 
the chair has pronounced on the question of adjourn- 
ment. 

XXXI. Suspension of Rules. 

By unanimous consent any rule of order may be sus- 
pended in part or whole ; but the object of suspending 
the rule must be stated in the motion, and when that 
object has failed or been attained, the rule regains its 
former force. 
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XXXII. Force of Words. 

Throughout these rules, whenever the word "body *' or 
" main body " has been used, it means the society, club, 
association, or other organized body to which the rules 
are made to apply. 

XXXIIL Tie-Vote. 

"When, after a call of the roll, the votes result in a tie, 
the presiding officer has the privilege of giving the cast- 
ing-vote, if he sees fit to do so; and he is also permitted 
to explain his reasons •for so voting. 

This is equivalent, in questions which are to be decided 
by a mere pluraUty, to giving the chairman the power to 
decide the question according to his own judgment. 

According to some authorities, the casting-vote is not a 
matter of option, but a duty on the part of the chairman. 
This, however, does not appear to make any practical 
difference ; for, if the presiding officer desires the motion 
to prevail, his affirmative vote carries it; if he is not per- 
sonally in favor of the motion, the effect is the same 
whether he votes in the negative or does not vote at all, it 
is in either case lost for want of a plurality. 

Excepting in the case of a tie, the presiding officer is 
debarred from voting under any circumstances. 
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PART VI. 



OP WRITTEN BUSINESS. 

Besides the usual records of deliberative or organized 
bodies, there are other matters of public business which 
require to be written. And as these are chiefly the 
formal opinions of parties, or the results of specific in- 
vestigation, a particular attention to form is necessary. 
The principal matters to be committed to writing are 
resolutions and reports. 

I. Of Resolutions. 

A written resolution is the formal record of opinion 
upon one or more subjects, expressed by a body of men. 
As in almost every species of written composition, the 
language should be simple, terse, and forcible. A very 
frequent fault of resolutions is their wordings. 

A resolution may or may not be prefaced by a pream- 
ble. If it be BO constructed, the preamble should set 
forth briefly the cause of the resolution which is to fol- 
low. This preamble is usually commenced with the word 
*' Whereas." 

After this comes the resolution, or resolutions — which 
commence with the word " Resolved." 

A good resolution— one that is pithy and forcible — re- 
quires some care in its composition. TJnless the writer 
be a very experienced one, he had better avoid all figures 
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of rhetoric, and confine himself to a plain statement of 
the opinion he wishes to convey. 

As example is always useful, we will take a. subject, 
and show the preferable form of a preamble and resolu- 
tion upon it. 

We will suppose that a party majority in the legisla- 
ture passes a registry law, which is not approved by the 
opposite party, and a public meeting of members of the 
latter desire to condemn it. The following preamble 
and resolutions may be suggested: 

" Whereas^ It is proper for the people, in their public 
assemblages, to express their views of the conduct of 
those in office, and to award to the latter their approval 
or censure ; and 

" Whereas^ The late legislature of this State have 
passed an oppressive registry bill, odious in its principles, 
and burdensome in its details ; therefore, 

'^ Besolved^ That the act referred to meets our un- 
qualified disapproval and decided condemnation ; that we 
will spare no efforts to promote its abrogation ; and that 
we will vote for no candidate for senate or assembly who 
is not pledged to its speedy repeal.'* 

Now, the above is not more wordy than such resolu- 
tions usually are, yet it can be easily simplified. 

It is unnecessary to aver that it is proper for the peo- 
ple to express their views on official conduct, " in their 
public assemblages," since it is their right to do that also 
in other places. The rest of the first paragraph is a 
mere repetition. And, finally, the whole is a matter 
generally admitted, and, therefore, not the subject of 
affirmation. The preamble had better begin with the 
second paragraph. But that contains useless words also. 
Any thing which is oppressive is apt to be odious in 
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its principles and burdensome in its details, and vice 
versd. 

The resolution itself contains superfluous matter in its 
phrases — " decided condemnation" or " imqualified dis- 
approval" should be stricken out, and the remainder of 
the paragraph condensed. 

Again : the statements of the preamble may be as fully 
expressed in the body of the resolution itself, and may 
be properly omitted. 

Following these hints, the resolution would read as 
follows : 

*' Resolved^ That we are opposed to the present op- 
pressive registry law, and that we will vote for no can- 
didate for either house of the legislatm-e who is not 
pledged to its speedy repeal." 

With these remarks upon composition, we proceed to 
lay before the reader a series of resolutions upon various 
ordinary subjects, which may possibly afford him hints, 
or serve for the nucleus of others. 



II. Various Resolutions. 

BESOLXmONS OF CONDOLENCE ON THE DEATH OF A MEM' 
BEB OF A FIRE COMPANY* 

Whereas^ It has seemed good to the Almighty Disposer 
of Events to remove from our midst our late worthy and 
esteemed fellow-member, James Perry ; and 

Wh^reas^ The intimate relations long held by the de- 
ceased with the members of this company render it 
proper that we should place upon record our appreciation 
of his services as a fireman, and his merits as a man ; 
therefore, 
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Besohedj That we deplore the loss of James Perry, 
with deep feelings of regret, softened only by the oonfi* 
dent hope that his spirit is with those who, having 
fought the good fight here, are enjoying perfect happi- 
ness in a better world. 

Besolved^ That we tender to his afflicted relatives our 
sincere condolence, and our earnest sympathy in their 
affliction at the loss of one who was a good citizen, a 
devoted fireman, and an upright man, 

ReBoh)edj That the members of this company will at- ' 
tend our deceased member to the grave in a body ; that 
the engine-house be hung with the emblems of mourn- 
ing until after the funeral ceremony shall have been per- 
formed, and that the hall of meeting be draped with 
black for thirty days. 

Resolved^ That a copy of the foregoing resolution, 
signed by the president, and certified by the secretary, 
be transmitted to the relatives of the deceased. 

BESOLUnONS OF THANKS TO THE OFFICERS OF A. SHIP FOB 
THEIR CONDUCT DURING AN EMERGENCY. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the passengers are here- 
by tendered to the captain and officers of the ship [jkere 
insert name]y for the cool, dexterous, and efficient man- 
ner in which they performed the duties appertaining to 
each ; to the crew for their prompt obedience to orders, 
and to all concerned for their earnest endeavors to pro- 
mote the safety of the passengers imder their charge, 
during the perilous storm, from which, owing to the 
goodness of Providence, we have been safely delivered. 

jResdvedy That the forgoing resolutions, signed by 
the passengers, be transmitted to the owners of the ship, 
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and a copy be furnished to the public journals, witb a 
request for their publication. 

[^Resolutions of this hind shotdd always he se7ht to the 
owners^ the officers heing merely their agents ; hut tlm 
resolutions themselves should he read to the mxister of the 
vessel hy the president of the meefmig^ in presence of aU^ 
or a coTwmittee from the passeng^s,"] 

BESOLUTIONS KMBEACINa A BEMONSTRANCB AGAINST A 
NUISANCE IN A CITY. 

Resolved^ That the continuance of the bone-boiling 
establishment of Messrs. [insert name here"], in the midst 
of a densely popnlated neighborhood, is an intolerable 
nuisance, which is incompatible with the health and 
comfort of those who reside in its vicinity. 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed by 
the chair, whose duty it shall be to apprise the proper 
authorities of the existence and nature of the nuisance ; 
and in case such action shall not produce its abatement, 
then to employ counsel, and take such other legal steps 
as the case may require. 

BBSOLUTIONS OF IN8TBUC3TION TO MEMBERS OF THE LEGI8- 
LATUKB. 

Whereas, From the situation of this county [or 
*' town," or " village"], the general road law of the State 
is partly inapplicable to us, and highly inefficient, and the 
circumstances of the case require a specific law, therefore 

Be it resolved, by the people of [insert name here], in 
tow7i meeting assembled, That the Senate and Represen- 
tatives of this district in the legislature be, and hereby 
are, instructed to procure the passage of a law exempting 
this county [or "village," or "town,''a« the case may 
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he] from the action of the general road law, and placing 
the working and repair of the roads entirely under the 
control of the local authorities. 

BESOLUnONS OF THANKS TO THE OFFIOEBS OF A CONVENTION. 

JResolvedj That the thanks of this convention are 
hereby given to the president for the able, dignified, and 
impartial manner in which he has presided over its de- 
liberations, and to the other oflicers for the satisfactory 
manner in which they have fulfilled the duties assigned 
to them. 

\_0n a resolution of this kind the question is always to 
he put hy the mernher who makes the motion — it heing 
personal to the presiding officer,] 

RESOLUTIONS AT A MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS IN FAVOR 
OF A CERTAIN ROUTE. 

Resolved^ Tliat the proposed horse railroad should be 
located upon the summit of the palisades, and not oh the 
shore below, for these reasons : 

1. The shore route is narrow, and being limited by 
the river on one side, and the steep palisades on the oth- 
er, is incapable of the expanded population which may 
be expected on the space above, and is not likely to fur- 
nish those profits in the future which shall reimburse 
stockholders for the present outlay. 

2. There is now a road being constructed from Hobo- 
ken to Union Hill, on the upper route. This will proba- 
bly be extended to Bull's Ferry, and thus connecting 
with this line an unbroken communication will be se- 
cured between the upper terminus of our road and the 
ferry at Uoboken. 

3. The slightly increased cost of grading in the upper 
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route is more than made up bj' the fact that the right 
of way in tlie lower route will cost a vast deal more. 

Resolved^ That, for the foregoing and other reasons, 
the directors be instructed to select the upper, and not 
the lower, route for the line of the proposed road, 

III. Of Reports. 

A report is the written statement of a person having a 
particular matter in charge, of the acts officially per- 
jFormed, or of a committee concerning the results of an 
investigation or matter confided to their care. The 
usual heading and conclusion of reports of committees 
are given elsewhere. The matter of the report is regu- 
lated by the same rules as regards its style and nature, as 
govern resolutions. A few examples will serve, there- 
fore, better than any particular directions, to give a model 
which may be improved on, by those unacquainted with 
this species of composition. 

lY.'Yaxious Beports. 

REPORT OF A COMMTITEE INTRUSTED WITH A PARTICULAR 
RESOLUTION. 

The undersigned, a committee to whom was referred 
the resolution offered by Mr. Johnson, in favor of an 
amendment to the constitution of the society, providing 
for the election of an additional recording secretary, beg 
leave to report : 

That, on investigation of the facts of the case, it ap- 
pears that the engagements of our present recording sec- 
retary prevent him from attending all of the meetings, 
without great loss and inconvenience to himself; bat 
that, nevertheless, he has been present at all times to 
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ftdfil his duties, in a satisfactory manner ; and that it 
further appears that the labors of the secretary have been, 
at times, so arduous as to have required the assistance of 
another person, the expense of which has been defrayed 
by the secretary himselfi As the society allows no com- 
pensation to its recording officer, it is proper it should 
put upon him no expenditure ; and as it appears, from a 
conference on the subject with the party concerned, that 
with an additional secretary th6 duties appertaining to 
the office could be performed without serious inconveni- 
ence to either, your committee report back the resolution 
with a recommendation that it pass the society. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Samuel L. MrroHELL. 
William Branson. 

REPORT OF THE MINORTTT OP THE PREVIOUS COMMI'lTEE. 

The undersigned, the minority of a committee to 
which was referred the resolution offered by Mr. John- 
son, proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
society, providing for an additional recording secretary, 
beg leave to report : 

That he is forced to dissent from the majority of the 
committee, for the reason that he believes the duties of 
the office to be such as can be discharged by one person, 
without inconvenience ; and that, if they have proved a 
source of loss to the present incumbent, his proper course 
would be to resign the trust, and let it be assumed by some 
one as competent to fulfil it, but with whose business 
its duties wyi not injuriously interfere. He, therefore, 
recommends that the resolution do not pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Andrew Ferrers. 
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REPORT OF THE TBEA8UBER OF A BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION. 

The undersigned, treasurer of the Provident Beneficial 
Association of Peoria, begs leave to submit his annual 
report : 

The balance in the treasurer's hands at the commence- 
ment of the present year, was thirty-one dollars. Dur- 
ing the year, as will be seen by reference to the exhibit 
A, which is hereby appended, there has been received 
into the treasury, from all sources, five hundred and 
sixty -five (565) dollars and seventy-five (75) cents. Dur- 
ing the same time the expenditures have amounted to 
two hundred and seventeen (217) dollars and ninety (90) 
cents, leaving a balance to the credit of the society, and 
subject to its order, ,of three hundred and forty-seven 
(347) dollars and eighty-five (85) cents. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

A. Peddeb, Treasurer^ P, B, A. 



Db. Ptovident BeruficicU AssodaMon^ in account with A. Pedder^ Treas.^ Or. 



I860. 
Dec. 81. 



To Cash paid for aid to 
divers members, $108 00 

To rent, paid J. Freeman 60 00 

*• Stationery, 4 90 

** Foneral expenses, 45 00 

$217 90 
Balance on hand, 347 85 



I860. 
Jan. 1. 



Dec. 81. 



By balance on hand from 

- Inst yearns account, . . .$ 31 00 

•* Dnes, 466 00 

** Initiation fees, 78 00 

•* Fines, 1 76 



$565 75 $665 76 

The nndersigned, a committee appointed for the purpose, have compared the fore- 
going account with the Touchers, and find, it to be ofnrect. 

Jamks L. Smith. 
K. Y. Datub. 



report op a standing OOMMnTEE ON LIBRARY. 

The Committee on Library beg leave to submit the 
following report : 

The present state of the library requires the early^at' 
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tention of the company, both in reference to the condi- 
tion of its volumes, and the nature of many of the works. 

Many of the books are in a dilapidated condition. 
Your committee is satisfied that the librarian has taken 
the utmost care of the books intrusted to his charge, and, 
with one exception, no book appears to have received 
rough handling; but from the inferior quality of the 
binding, and the flimsy nature of the paper, there are 
one hundred and nine volumes which require to be re- 
bound immediately. There is one other in such condi- 
tion [Fletcher's nistory of Poland]^ that it is worthy of 
no further expense, and your committee recommend that 
it be replaced. They also recommend that the^olumes 
to be re-covered should be half bound in good calf, 
which, by the binder's estimate annexed and marked A, 
can be done for seventy-three dollars and fittv-two cents 
($73.52). 

Of the twelve hundred and sixty-nine volumes of 
which the library is composed, six hundred and one are 
works of fiction.— a proportion too great in itself, and more 
strikingly so, when it is considered that only ninety -four 
of these are the works of standard novelists. The depart- 
ment of works of reference is too small, and some of those 
most needed are lacking. The committee, therefore, 
recommend that no more works of fiction be purchased 
during tl^ coming six months, but that the purchases be 
confined to the other departments. In connection with 
this, they recommend the purchase of the volumes on the 
list appended, and marked B, which will cost one hun- 
dred and seventeen dollars and forty cents ($117.40). 

The committee further report that additional shelving 
and a new blank book for catalogue will be required, at 
the cost of eighteen dollars ($18.00). 
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The sum required for the above purposes, exclusive of 
the current purchases of the year to come, will amount 
to two hundred and eight dollars and ninety-two cents 
($208.92). 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. E. RUSLINO, 

A. K. Thompson, 
Francis Beitce, 



Committee on LSyrary^ 



A. 

Estimate for Binding 109 Volumes^ as per Specimen. 

84 volamcs 8vo, at 88 (half calf, marked edges) $2113 

80 '* 12mo. '• 62 »* 49 60 

5 *• 18mo, " 66 *♦ 2 80 

$78 82 

BSATTT A, BtBTENSON, 

Bindere, 

B. 

Worcester's Qnarto Dlctlonarv, Bassla, $10 50 

The Reason Why, series, 8 voiames, half calf, 12 80 

Cartls's History of the GonstitatioD, 2 Tolames, half calf, 6 00 

Cluskey's Political Text Book. *» 4 00 

AppletoD*8 Dictionary oC Mechanics, 2 volnmes, half morocco, 12 00 

Ure's Dictionary of Arts, etc.. 2 ** half calf, 7 00 

lconoi;raphJc Encyclopedia, * 6 ** half morocco, 40 00 

Banvard's Romance of American History, half calf 1 25 

PopesLaPlata, •* 4 00 

Dr. Livingston's South Africa, ♦• 4 00 

Dr. Barth^s North and Central Africa, 8 volumes, >* 10 SO 

Andersson's Lake Ngaml, ^ 1 85 

Atklnson'b Siberia, ♦• 4 00 

$ 117 40 

EEPORT OF THE OOMMTTTEBJ ON SWINE OF AN AQKIOULTUBAL 
SOCIETY. 

The committee to whom was referred the merits of 
divers members of the hog family, at the present exhi- 
bition, beg to report : 

That, in pursuance of their duty, your committee pro- 
ceeded to tlie quarter of the fair ground, assigned to the 
interesting objects of their inquiry ; and, after having 
duly perambulated tiie styes, and gently poked the iu- 
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mates in the ribs, measured the latitude of their flanks, 
and the longitude of their snouts, examined minutely 
their skins, and determined the precise geometrical cur- 
vature of their several tails, they have come to these 
conclusions : 

1. That the hog is an animal whose compass of voice 
is by no means out of proportion to the magnitude of his 
frame ; but the prolongation of the vocal sounds indicates 
to the minds of "your committee that the lungs of the 
animal are capacious, and his larynx of the most en- 
during nature. 

2. That the fur of the hog, especially that on the ridge 
of the back, is of a stiff and elastic nature, totally unfit- 
ted to the production of hats, but is, nevertheless, a 
genuine fur and not wool. They have arrived to this 
conclusion, so different from that of other naturalists, 
because' they observe by the feel that it will not be felt, 

. and therefore is not a similar substance to the covering 
of sheep's backs and African craniums. 

3. The Berkshire hog, exhibited by Mr. John Barton, 
seems to your committee to have the finest limbs, the 
smallest eyes, the bluntest snout,, the kinkiest tail, and 
the greatest capacity for lard and laziness of the lot ; and 
your committee recommend that his owner receive the 
premium of ten dollars oflered for the best Berkshire. 

4. The Suffolk hog, exhibited by Andrew Doran, and 
that owned by Peter Van Schaick, are so nearly match- 
ed in reaction and function, that your committee were 
not able to decide as to their relative merits for a length 
of time. The judicial conflict was tremendous, and long 
continued. Now Van Schaick's hog was uppermost, 
then Doran's — ^Van Schaick rose at one moment, Doran 
the next — and for a long while victory was doubtful 
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between Doran and Van Schaick — the hogs we mean. 
At length, our chairman hit upon an expedient which 
we are assured is used in some localities by juries when 
engaged in doubtful murder cases, and is analogous 
somewhat to the ordeal by battle in the Middle Ages. 
First securing from his coadjutors a pledge of honor to 
abide the result, he placed the smallest coin of the con- 
federacy so as to rest equal upon the side of the ultimate 
part of his forefinger and his thumb-nail, and naming 
Doran head, and Yan Schaick tail, flirted the cabalistic 
coin in the air. It rose upwards, remained quiescent for 
an instant, and then sank to the ground. Ocular inspec- 
tion showed us that head was up, and therefore, after 
being assured by the chairman that it was a fair flirt, we 
awarded the premium of five dollars for the best Suffolk 
to Doran's hog, to be paid to Doran's hog's owner. At 
the same time we think that the Van Schaick hog is 
entitled to a certificate of honorable mention. 

6. The next parties to be decided on were those of 
the female persuasion, who laid claim to being the prop- 
erest candidates for the honors of maternity. After 
weighing the relative merits of three competitors, and 
the competitors themselves, we unanimously awarded 
the premium to that owned by Peter Van Schaick, 
which we not only pronounced the fattest and laziest, 
but in every respect the greatest sow we ever saw. 

6. The premium of three dollars for the best unnamed 
pig of less than one year old was given to an animal 
exhibited by William 0. Adams. He is a pig of much 
promise, and though apparently a relation of the great 
land-pike family, by his mother's side, bids fair to emu- 
late the inactivity and corpulence of his paternal pro- 
genitor. 
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Your committee cannot close this report without re* 
ferring, with sentiments of just pride, to the enthusiastic 
reception they met with at the throats of their four-leg- 
ged friends. From the time of their arrival until their 
departure the styes were in an uproar of delight ; and 
after leaving, they discovered that the hospitable swine 
had generousiy loaded them with numerous black and 
active-like insects, that modestly hid themselves under 
the inner garments of the committee, and only made 
themselves known through the sense of feeling. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. Van Derveere, \ 

John Brennan, > Committee. 

Sam'l MnCHELL, ) 

V. Of Petitions. 

Petitions are memorials of the wishes of a party be- 
low addressed to one above, and may either pray for 
a thing or against it. In the last case they are called 
rem^nstrcmces. The persons usually approached in 
this way in the United States, are the President, the 
Congress, or the Governor or Legislature of the several 
States. Occasionally, too, the courts receive petitions 
on other than strictly legal business, as, for instance, the 
granting of tavern licenses — ^but these last do not come 
within our scope. 

A petition always commences with the direction. If 
to the President, it merely gives his name and title, as 
" To Abraham Lincoln, Esq., President of the United 
States ;" but should never, as is sometimes done, prefix 
the term " Excellency," which is not the title of the Presi- 
dent, nor that of the Governor of any State, except in 
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Massachusetts. When to Congress or a legislature, the 
petition commences with the legal name, that is, " To 
the Legislature," or "To the General Assembly," as the 
case miiy be. 

The address is followed by the announcement, as — 
"The petition of the undersigned, citizens of the 
county of Henrico, State of Virginia, respectfully show- 
eth, That," — and then goes on to recite the favor de- 
sired, or the grievance to be redressed, in a brief and 
pointed manner. 

The petition concludes with the set phrase : 
" And your petitioners will ever pray," etc. 
This, in an address to the President or Governor, 
should be omitted. 

VI. Specimens of Petitions. 

1. PETmON FOB THE PARDON OF A CONVICT. 

To Edwin D. Morgan, Esq., Governor of the State of 
New York : 
' The petition of the undersigned, citizens of New 
York, respectfully represents : 

That on the fifth of November, 1856, John Jones, of 
the City of New York, was convicted, before the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer in said city, of the crime of man- 
slaughter, and sentenced therefor to the State prison at 
Sing Sing, where he now remains, for the term of ten 
years and six months ; that the evidence upon which he 
was convicted, as will be seen by the summary append- 
ed, was not altogether conclusive ; that previous to that 
time the said Jones had maintained the reputation of 
being a peaceable and upright man ; and that his con- 
duct whUe in prison, according to the letter of the war- 
den, filed herewith, has been most exemplary. The said 
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Jones has a family who need hig support, and under the 
impression that the well-being of society will not be in- 
jured by his enlargement, and that the ends of justice, 
under the circumstances of the case, have been suffi- 
ciently answered, respectfully implore the executive 
clemency in his behalf. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, etc 

2. KEMONSTBANOB AGAINST THE PASSAGE OF A LAW. 

To the General Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania : 
The petition of the undersigned, citizens of the village 
of Port Kennedy, respectfully sets forth. That they have 
learned that a bill is now before the two Houses of As- 
sembly, for the purpose of erecting the town aforesaid 
into a corporate borough, and, believing such a measure 
to be unnecessary and injurious, and against the will of 
the inhabitants in the limits of the proposed borough, 
respectfully, but energetically, remonstrate against its 
passage by your honorable body. 

And your petitioners, as ""in duty bound, will ever 
pray, etc. 
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OF PUBLIC SPEAKINO. 

Ours is a talking nation. Of those who rant, roar, or 
rave in public, as of those who drawl, stammer, or hesi- 
tate, we have many ; but of elegant speakers we have 
but few. 

Yet public speaking is by no means a difficult art. 
Eloquence arises from the careful management of natu- 
ral gifts, or through the development of natural emo- 
tion. All men may not be eloquent speakers ; but 
many may become elegant orators, and all who have 
voice and sense may be taught to express their views 
acceptably. 

The first requisite is that a speaker should have some- 
thing to say. The second is that he should say it well. 
The first thing, therefore, is to consider the matter of a 
speech ; the next, is the manner of its delivery. 

It is difficult to determine whether the debate or the 
set speech affi)rds the finest field for the development of 
natural abilities. In the set speech there is no interrup- 
tion to the current of ideas, which are allowed to flow 
freely to the close, and time is given for the full consider- 
ation of the subject, and for bringing to its aid all the 
appliances which the mind suggests. On the other hand, 
the very exigencies of the debate afibrd a stimulus which 
arouses the mind into activity, and spurs it to greater 
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exertion, in order to maintain positions which opponents 
assaiL 

The common debating societies would serve as very 
good schools for speakers, if the subjects commonly se- 
lected were less trivial. Even as it stands, they afford 
passable training. 

1. Matter. 

In what you have to say, above all things be direct, 
and clear. State your views as plainly as possible. A 
great help in this will be to grapple the subject at once. 
Let your exordium be brief. Come to the point at once. 
At a concert, nothing is so annoying as the tuning of the 
fiddles. So at a debate, or in a speech: when the 
speaker spends a long while in tuning himself, as it 
were, the operation is very wearisome. 

In order to be clear, it is requisite to employ method. 
First, know what you want to insist upon, and starting 
with that, lay down your premises first, and draw your 
deductions naturally. Commence with the weakest rea- 
sons in support of your position, and then gradually in- 
crease until you get to the strongest. When you either 
know, or think that you have made a strong point, do 
not repeat it, but go on to the next. And above all, 
Ftop when you have done ; that is, after having ex- 
hausted the subject, do not keep talking for talk's sake. 

Use the plainest and simplest language possible. 
Never let your words be of loftier nature than your sub- 
ject. If you employ words "of learned length and 
thundering sound," you will only be laughed at by sen- 
sible people; and, what is worse, you will deserve being 
laughed at. 

Remember that brevity is a necessary element of 
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force. By brevity we do not mean poverty of language. 
Use enough words to convey your meaning, but no more. 

Kefrain, as a general thing, from quotations from for- 
eign or dead languages. In a mixed audience such 
things are simply ridiculous. Where those who listen 
are thoroughly acquainted with its meaning, an apt quo- 
tation sometimes enforces a point ; but only in skilful 
hands, and at the right time. A poetical quotation may 
be made eflPective, if it be suited to the time, place, and 
subject, and be not merely dragged in for the sake of 
quotation. 

The great secret of effective speaking is earnestness 
of feeling. If a man does not believe what he says, he 
impresses nobody, unless he is such a skilful actor as to 
counterfeit belief. 

The main points of your argument, then, are to be 
clearness, simplicity, order and force. 

It is the management of these, and the judicious em- 
ployment of the figures of syntax and rhetoric, which 
make up what is called style. 

Style may be either simple or ornate — it may be ar- 
gumentative or declamatory — ^grave or humorous, direct 
or satirical, cold or passionate. We have not the space 
here to consider tlie subject of style as we should do. 
The extracts which we give under the head of " Select 
Specimens," taken from the speeches of noted American 
orators, embrace every variety of style, and will serve 
for models according to the taste of the student. At 
the outset, however, it should be the aim of the speaker 
to cultivate a colloquial style — to give his speech the air 
of animated and earnest conversation, whether it be in 
debate or as a set oration. 
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IL Figures of Speech. 

Of figures of syntax, it is only necessary to speak of 
one — Pleonasm. This is the introduction of superfluous 
words into a phrase or sentence ; and though it serves 
occasionally to impress an idea more firmly on the 
hearer, it is dangerous unless skilfully managed. It re- 
quires to be emphatic, or it is a blemish ; and inexpe- 
rienced speakers should avoid its use. In the hands of 
the skilful orator alone is it effective. 

Example, — " Sink or swim, live or die, survive or per- 
ish, I give my heart and hand to this measure." — Daniel 
Waster. 

Figures of rhetoric are principally intentional depart- 
ures from the applications of words. These, with speci- 
mens, follow. 

Simile is a comparison of objects, and is used to 
heighten the effect. The nearer it approaches to a meta- 
phor, the more effective it is. It never should compare 
the greater with the lesser, except in ridicule. 

Examples. — " If the true spark of religious and civil 
liberty be kindled, it will burn. Human agency cannot 
extinguish it. Like the earth's central fire, it may be 
smothered for a time ; the ocean may overwhelm it ; 
mountains may press it down ; but its inherent and un- 
conquerable force will heave both the ocean and the 
land, and at some time or another, in some place or 
another, the volcano will break out and flame up to 
heaven." — Danid Webster, 

" Should a serpent of vast dimensions surprise, in the 
field, one of your little group, and wreath about his 
body his cold, elastic folds, — tightening with every 
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yielding breath his deadly gripe, — ^how would his cries 
pierce your soul, and his strained eyeballs, and convul- 
sive agonies, and imploring hands, add wings to your 
feet, and supernatural strength to your arms I But in 
this case you could approach with hope to his rescue. 
The keen edge of steel might sunder the elastic fold, 
and rescue the victim, who, the moment he is released, 
breathes freely, and is well again. But the serpent In- 
temperance twines about the body of your child a dead- 
lier gripe, and extorts a keener cry of distress, and mocks 
your effort to relieve him by a fibre which no steel can 
sunder. Like Laocoon, you can only look on while bone 
after bone of your child is crushed, till his agonies are 
over, and his cries are hushed in death." — Lyman 
Beecher, 

'* I remember a fact, trifling in itself, which I once 
mentioned in a dinner speech, and which comes to my 
mind aptly. 1 was travelling, a few years since, on 
horseback, towards the close of a summer's day, in the 
western part of a neighboring State. My path — ^it 
could scarcely be called a road — lay over a succession of 
mountain ridges. All day long I had witnessed the same 
scenery — the rough masses of rock, the brown earth, the 
dense undergrowth, and the tall trees, branchless from 
root to summit fork — all similar and all monotonous. I 
thought the scenery commonplace. I was wearied with 
the recurrence of tree and rock and shrub, as well as 
jaded with travel. When I reached the valley I turned 
accidentally, and glanced upward. There before me, 
towering in lofty majesty, was the mountain down 
whose side I had ridden — ^the hues of leaf and soil and 
rock blending into each other ; the rugged outlines 
softened down by the atmosphere and smoothed by the 
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distance, and the summit crowned by the rays of the 
setting sun. Time is the distance which will smooth 
the ruggedness of the great men around us, wrap the 
body of their fame in serial garments, and crown their 
brow with the sunset rays of a golden immortality." — 
Thomas Dunn English. 

Metaphor heightens the eflfect by identifying the two 
objects, and is a more bold and lofty, as well as more 
forcible figure than simile. 

Examples. — " But gentlemen object to any accession 
from Great Britain, and particularly to the return of the 
British refugees. Sir, I feel no objection to the return 
of those deluded people. * * * And as I have no 
prejudices to prevent my making use of them, so I have 
no fear of any mischief they can do us. Afraid of them I 
What, sir, shall we^ who have laid the proud British 
lion at our feet, now be afraid of his whelps ?" — Patrick 
Henry, 

" There is such a thing as enthusiasm, moral, religious, 
or political, or a compound of all three ; and it is woji- 
derful what it will attempt, and from what imperceptible 
beginnings it sometimes rises into a mighty agent. Ris-^ 
ing from some obscure or unknown source, it first shows 
itself a petty rivulet, which scarcely murmurs over the 
pebbles that obstruct its way ; then it swells into a fierce 
torrent, bearing all before it ; and then again, like some 
mountain stream which occasional rains have precipi- 
tated upon the valley, it sinks once more into a rivulet, 
and finally leaves its channel dry." — WiUiam Pinkney. 

Synecdoche expresses a part by the whole, or the 
reverse. 

Vision is a figure by which the speaker presents the 
object as actually before his eyes, or that of his auditors, 
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Ediximjples. — "The generation of contemporary wor- 
thies is gone ; the crowd of the nnsignalized great and 
good disappeai^s ; and the leaders in war as well as coun- 
cil, are seen to take their stations on the mount of Re- 
membrance. They come from the embattled cliffs of 
Abraham ; they start from the heaving sods of Bunker's 
Hill ; they gather from the blazing lines of Saratoga 
and Yorktown, from the blood-dyed waters of the Bran- 
dy wine, from the dreary snows of Valley Forge, and all 
the hard-fought fields of the war. With all their wounds 
and all their honors, they rise and plead with us, for 
their brethren who survive ; and bid us, if indeed we 
cherish the memory of those who bled in our cause, to 
show our gratitude, not by sounding words, but by 
stretching out the strong arm of the country's prosper- 
ity, to help the veteran survivors gently down to their 
graves." — Edward Everett 

Apostrophe is an interpolated address directed to the 
object under consideration, or something incidental. 

Excmiples. — " I call upon you, fathers, by the shade 
of your ancestors, by the dear ashes which repose in this 
precious soil, by all you are and all you hope to be, re- 
sist every project of disunion, resist every encroachment 
upon your liberties, resist every attempt to fetter your 
consciences, or smother your public schools, or extin- 
guish your system of public instruction. 

" I call upon you, mothers, by that which never fails 
in woman, — the love of your offspring : teach them, as 
tliey climb your knees, or lean on your bosoms, the bless- 
ings of liberty. Swear them at the altar, as with their 
baptismal vows, to be true to their country, and never 
to forget or forsake her. 

*' I call upon you, young men, to remember whose 
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Bons you are, whose inheritance you possess. Life can 
never be too short, which brings nothing but disgrace 
and oppression. Death never comes too soon, if neces- 
sary in defence of the liberties of your country. 

" I call upon you, old men, for your counsels, and 
your prayers, and your benedictions. May not your 
gray hairs go down in sorrow to the grave, with the 
recollection that you have lived in vain I May not your 
last sun sink in the west upon a nation of slaves!" — 
Joseph Story. 

" Venerable men 1 you have come down to us, from a 
former generation. * Heaven has bounteously lengthened 
out yonr lives, that you might behold this joyous day. 
You are now where you stood fifty years ago, this very 
hour, with your brothers, and your neighbors, shoulder 
to shoulder, in the strife for your country. Behold, how 
altered ! The same heavens are indeed over your heads ; 
the same ocean rolls at your feet ; but all else, how 
changed I You hear now no roar of hostile cannon, 
you see no mixed volumes of smoke and flame rising 
from burning Charlestown. The ground strewed with 
the dead and the dying ; the impetuous charge ; the 
steady and successful repulse ; the loud call to repeated 
assault ; the summoning of all that is manly to repeated 
resistance; a thousand bosoms freely and fearlessly 
bared in an instant to whatever of terror there may be 
in war and death ; — all these you have witnessed, but 
you witness them no more. All is peace. The heights 
of yonder metropolis, its towers and roofs, which you 
then saw filled with wives and children and countrymen 
in distress and terror, and looking with unutterable emo- 
tions for the issue of the combat, have presented you 
to-day with the sight of its whole happy population, 
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come out to welcome and greet you with a universal 
jubilee. Yonder proud ships, by a felicity of position 
appropriately lying at tlie foot of this mount, and seem- 
ing fondly to cling around it, are not meaus of annoy- 
ance to you, but your country's own means of distinction 
and defence. All is peace; and God has granted you 
this sight of your country's happiness, ere you slumber 
in the grave forever. He has allowed you to behold 
and to partake the reward of your patriotic toils ; and 
he has allowed us, your sons and countrymen, to meet 
you here, and in the name of the present generation, iu 
the name of your country, in the name of liberty, to 
thank you." — Daniel Webster. 

Personifioation gives to inanimate things, or abstract 
qualities, a distinct personality, or active intelligence. 

Meamples. — " An embargo liberty was never cradled 
in Massachusetts. Our liberty was not so much a moun- 
tain, as a sea nymph. She was free as air. She could 
swim, or she could run. The ocean was her cradle. Our 
fathers met her as she came, like the goddess of beauty, 
from the waves. They caught her as she was sporting 
on the beach. They courted her whilst she was spread- 
ing her nets upon the rocks. But an embargo liberty; 
a handcuffed liberty ; a liberty in fetters ; a liberty tra- 
versing between the four sides of a prison and beating 
her head against the walls, is none of our offspring. We 
abjure the monster. Its parentage is all inland." — Jo- 
siah Qumcy. 

" It is now avowed that, while Maine is to be ushered 
into the Union with every possible demonstration of 
studious reverence on our part, and on hers with colors 
flying, and all the other graceful accompaniments of 
honorable triumph, thia ill-conditioned upstart of the 
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West, this obscure foundling of a wilderness, that was 
but yesterday the hunting-ground of the savage, is to 
find her way into the American family as she can, with 
a humiliating badge of remediless inferiority patched 
upon her garments, with the mark of recent, qualified 
manumission upon her, or rather with a brand upon her 
forehead to tell the story of her territorial vassalage, 
and to perpetuate the memory of her evil propensities. 
It is now avowed that, while the robust district of Maine 
is to be seated by the side of her truly respectable pa- 
rent, coordinate in authority and honor, and is to be 
dandled into that power and dignity of which she does 
not stand in need, but which undoubtedly she deserves, 
the more infantine and feeble Missouri is to be repelled 
with harshness, and forbidden to come at all, unless with 
the iron collar of servitude about her neck, instead of 
the civic crown of republican freedom upon her brows, 
and is to be doomed forever to leading-strings, unless 
she will exchange those leading-strings for shackles."— 
William Pinhney. 

"The hope of that hour beamed with a cheering 
warmth and a seductive brilliancy. Ireland followed it^ 
with all her heart, a leading light through the wilder- 
ness, and brighter in its gloom. She followed it over a 
wild and barren waste ; it has charmed her through the 
desert ; and now, that it has led her to the confines of 
light and darkness — ^now, that she is on the border of 
the promised land, is the prospect to be suddenly ob- 
scured, and the fair vision of princely faith to vanish 
forever?"— r. C. Grattan. 

EcPHONESis is an exclamation suddenly introduced, 
expressive of emotion. 

Example.'- " Alas ! that vision was then closing foi> 
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ever. Alas I the silence which was then settling on that 
aged ear, was an everlasting silence ! For, lo ! in the 
very moment of our festivities, his freed spirit ascended 
to God who gave it !" — Daniel Waster, 

" Can it be that America, under such circumstances, 
can betray herself! that she is to be added to the cata- 
logue of republics, the inscription upon whose ruin is, 
'They were, but they are not!' Forbid it, my country- 
men I forbid it, Heaven !" — Joseph Story. 

Antiihesis heightens the effect by contrasting things 
or qualities of opposite character. 

JExamjplea. — "To conclude, my lords, if the ministers 
thus persevere in misadvising and misleading the king, I 
will not say that they can alienate the affections of his 
subjects from his crown ; but I will affirm that they 
will make the crown not worth his wearing ! I will not 
say, that the king is betrayed ; but I will pronounce, that 
the kingdom is undone !" — Lord Chdtham. 

" Flung into life in the midst of a revolution that quick- 
ened every energy of a people who acknowledged no 
superior, he commenced his course, a stranger by birth, 
and a scholar by charity. With no friend but his sword, 
and no fortune but his talents, he rushed in the list 
where rank, and wealth, and genius had arrayed them- 
selves, and competition fled from him, as from the glance 
of destiny. 

" He knew no motive but interest ; acknowledged no 
criterion but success ; he worshipped no God but am- 
bition, and with an eastern devotion, he knelt at the 
shrine of his idolatry. Subsidiary to this, there was no 
creed that he did not profess, there was no opinion that 
he did not promulgate: in the hope of a dynasty, he 
upheld the crescent ; for the sake of a divorce, he bowed 
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before the cross ; the orphan of St. Lotus, he became the 
adopted child of the republic; and with a parricidal in- 
gratitude, on the ruins of both the throne and the tri- 
bune, he reared the throne of his despotism. A professed 
Catholic, he imprisoned the Pope ; a pretended patriot, 
he impoverished the country ; and in the name of Brutus, 
he grappled without remorse, and wore without shame, 
the diadem of the Csesars. 

" The whole continent trembled at beholding the au- 
dacity of his designs, and the miracle of their execution. 
Skepticism bowed to the prodigies of his performance ; 
romance assumed the air of history ; nor was there aught 
too incredible for belief, or too fanciful for expectation, 
when the world saw a subaltern of Corsica waving his 
imperial flag over her most ancient capitals. All the 
visions of antiquity became common-place in his contem- 
plation ; kings were his people ; nations were his out* 
posts ; and he disposed of courts, and crowns, and camps, 
and churches, and cabinets, as if they were the titular 
dignitaries of the chess-board ! Amid all these changes, 
he stood immutable as adamant. It mattered little 
whether in the field, or in the drawing-room ; with the 
mob, or the levee ; wearing the jacobin bonnet, or the 
iron crown ; banishing a Braganza, or espousing a Haps- 
burg ; dictating peace on a raft to the Czar of Russia, or 
contemplating defeat at the gallows of Leipsig ; he was 
still the same military despot. 

" In this wonderful combination his affectations of liter- 
ature must not be omitted. The jailer of the press, he 
affected the patronage of letters ; the proscriber of books, 
he encouraged philosophy; the persecutor of authors, 
and the murderer of printers, he yet pretended to the 
protection of learning ; the assassin of Palm, the silencer 
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of De Stael, and the denouncer of Kotzebue ; he was 
the friend of David, the benefactor of De Lille, and sent 
his academic prize to the philosopher of England. 

*' Such a medley of contradictions, and, at the same 
time, such an individual consistency, were never united 
in the same character. A Royalist, a Republican, and an 
emperor ; a Mohammedan ; a Catholic, and a patron of 
the Synagogue ; a subaltern and a sovereign ; a traitor 
and a tyrant ; a Christian and an infidel ; he was, through 
all his vicissitudes, the same stern, impatient, inflex- 
ible original; the same mysterious, incomprehensible 
self; the man without a model, and without a shadow." 
— PhiMips. 

" Time was, indeed, when the princes of a royal house, 
on returning from the chase, fired at the slaters at work 
on the house-tops of Paris, and laughed to see them fall. 
Time was when kings made battues of their unhappy 
subjects, and power coerced panting poverty till it stood 
hopelessly at bay, or lay down in despair to die. But 
to-day all that has changed. The chase still goes on ; 
now poverty coerces power. The hunters have become 
the hunted, and the game is royal." — Thomas Dimn 
English. 

Ebotesis asserts or denies by interrogation, and is a 
figure much used in animated argument. 

Examples. — " They tell us, sir, that we are weak ; 
unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But 
when shall we be stronger ? Will it be the next week, 
or the next year ? Will it be when we are totally dis- 
armed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in 
every house ? Shall we gather strength by irresolution 
and inaction ? Shall we acquire the means of eflectual 
resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging 
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the delusive phantom of hope, uutil onr enemies shall 
have bonnd us hand and foot ?" — Patrick Henry, 

"But let it now, for argument's sake, be admitted, 
saving always the reputation of honorable men, who are 
not here to defend themselves — ^let it, I say, for argu- 
ment's sake, be admitted, that the gentlemen alluded to 
acted under the inflnence of improper motives. What 
then? Is a law that has received the varied assent 
required by the Constitution, and is clothed with all the 
needful formalities, thereby invalidated ? Can you im- 
pair its force by impeaching the motives of any member 
who voted for it ? Does it follow, that a law is bad, 
because all those who concurred in it cannot give good 
reasons for their votes ? Is it not before us ? Must we 
not judge of it by its intrinsic merit ? Is it a fair argu- 
ment, addressed to our understanding, to say, we must 
repeal a law, even a good one, if the enacting of it may 
have been affected, in any degree, by improper motives? 
Or, is the judgment of this house so feeble that it may 
not be trusted?" — Qovemeur Morris. 

Hyperbole, or Exaggeration, heightens the effect by 
passing beyond the truth. It frequently passes into 
irony. 

Example. — " The path of progress of the Democratic 
party is strewn with the carcasses of leaders — of men 
whose names were our watchwords, but who placed 
themselves in the road of its march to stay or swerve it, 
and so they perished." — Thomas Dunn English. 

Climax ascends from the lowest to the highest points, 
or beginning with the most trivial climbs to the most 
important. 

Examples. — "When public bodies are to be addressed 
on momentous occasions, when great interests are at 
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stake and strong passions excited, nothing is valuable, in 
speech, further than it is connected with high intellect- 
ual and moral endowments. Clearness, force, and ear- 
nestness are the qualities which produce conviction. 
True eloquence, indeed, does not consist in speech. It 
cannot be brought from far. Labor and learning may 
toil for it; but they will toil in vain. Words and 
phrases may be marshalled in every way ; but they can- 
not compass it. It must exist in the man, in the subject, 
^nd in the occasion. Affected passion, intense expres- 
sion, the pomp of declamation, all may aspire after it — 
they cannot reach it. It comes, if it comes at all, like 
the outbreaking of a fountain from the earth, or the 
bursting forth of volcanic fires, with spontaneous, orig- 
inal, native force. The graces taught in the schools, 
the costly ornaments and studied contrivances of 
speech, shock and disgust men, when their own lives, 
and the fate, of their wives, their children, and their 
country, hang on the decision of the hour. Then words 
have lost their power, rhetoric is vain, and all elaborate 
oratory contemptible. Even genius itself then feels re- 
buked and subdued, as in the presence of higher qualities. 
Then, patriotism is eloquent ; then, self-devotion is elo- 
quent. The clear conception, outrunning the deduc- 
tions of logic, — the high purpose, — the firm resolve, — 
the dauntless spirit, speaking on the tongue, beaming 
from the eyor informing every feature, and urging the 
whole man onward, right onward, to his object, — this, 
this is eloquence ; or, rather, it is something greater and 
higher than all eloquence, — it is action, noble, sublime, 
godlike action." — Daniel Webster. 

" Your decision upon this subject is not to be rolled 
up in the scroll of your journal, and forgotten. The 
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transaction of this day, with the events it will give rise 
to, will stand out upon the cf^nvas in all future delinea- 
tions of this quarter of the globe, putting your deeds of 
glory in the shade. You will see it everywhere. You 
will meet it on the page of history, in the essay of the 
moralist, in the tract of the jurist. You will see it in 
the vidon of the poet ; you will feel it in the sting of 
the satirist ; you will encounter it in the indignant frown 
of the friend of liberty and the rights of man, wherever 
despotism has not subdued to its dominion the very look. 
You will meet it upon the stage ; you will read it in the 
novel, and the eyes of your children's children, through- 
out all generations, will gush with tears as they run 
over the story, unless the oblivion of another age of 
darkness should come over the world, and blot out the 
record and the memory of it. And, sir, you will meet 
it at the bar above." — Isaac C. Bates. 

Metonymy is the substitution of an attribute for the 
thing, or of the action for the actor. 

" The true rulers of nations are the Rothschilds. The 
Bonapartes, the Bourbons, and the Hapsburgs are their 
vassals. At their command a squalid hut in an obscure 
lane of Frankfort has become the palace of the Caesars ; 
and, through them, the royal line of David sways the 
sceptre of Christendom." — Tliomas Dunn English, 

Ibony is the sarcastic utterance of something directly 
at variance with what he intends to convey to his audi- 
ence. 

III. Delivery. 

The first point to be attended to is the perfect articu- 
lation of every word and syllable. A speaker with a 
feeble voice, who perfectly enunciates his words, will be 
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heard and understood, even in a large assemblage ; while 
one with the lungs of a Stentor, who is not distinct in 
his utterance, will not gain the perfect comprehension 
of a small audience. 

The key in which the voice is f)itched is to be next 
considered. The commencement of a speech should be 
in a tone of voice lower than the speaker customarily 
uses. He will rise fix)m this, or soar to it, as occasion 
serves ; but should keep as near to it as the passions he 
represents will permit. 

The voice should be modulated carefully according to 
the language. Thus passages of sublimity are delivered 
in monotone; in pathetic parts the voice sinks ; in de- 
nunciation the voice rises ; and so on. Careful study is 
required for this. The rale is to simulate nature as 
much as possible, and to follow dramatic rules. But 
what is called a theatrical action— that is, an affected or 
pompous style of declamation, is not dramatic. By the 
latter term we mean a natural representation. Thus, 
when men are suddenly indignant they naturally raise 
their voice — ^if the indignation is deep and concentrated, 
they render their tones harsher, but do not raise them 
much. In mere narrative passages the voice takes a col- 
loquial turn, and due attention must also be paid in this 
respect to the inflection of the voice, or the change from 
one tone to another. Thus, in the rising inflection, the 
voice commencing at a low note, ends in a higher ; in 
the falling inflection, it commences in a high note, and 
sinks to a lower. Sometimes it commences in one, 
swells to another, and ends on the note where it began. 
An example of this may be seen in very ordinary con- 
versation. Thus, A demands of B : 

" Do you go to New York f " 
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The word New York is naturally spoken in a higher 
tone than the words which precede it. The an- 
swer — 

*' I may to-morrow^^ 
shows the rising inflection again. But if the reply be, 
as is often the case, prefaced by repeating the question, 
or part of it, thus — 

''New Torh! no," 
the first word would be in a higher key than the last, 
and the whole shows the falling inflection. These are 
natural variations of the voice, and should be imitated 
in declamation. Some speakers are apt to use the mon- 
otone all through, or to make unnatural inflections, both 
of which faults are to be sedulously guarded against. 

Emphasis is a peculiar stress laid upon certain impor- 
tant words in a sentence. Thus the sentence : — " Money ! 
Ah, with money J a man can do nearly every thing /" 
would lose all its force unless the voice was drawn more 
slowly and distinctly over the italicized words than the 
rest. Without emphasis words often lose their effect, or 
the whole meaning of a sentence by a false emphasis 
may be lost. The old reading-books have a well-known 
sentence by way of example, and it makes a good one : 

" Do you ride to town to-day ?" 
K a man lays the stress on you^ 

" Do you ride to town to-day ?" 
the person addressed naturally replies that he does or 
does not ; if the other lays the stress on ride^ 

'' Do you ride to town to-day?" 
the other tells him whether he rides or walks ; if the 
emphasis fall on town^ 

" Do you ride to town to-day ?" 
the other understands it as an inquiry whether he means 
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to ride into town or into the country ; while if the word 
to-day be emphasized, 

" Do you ride to town to-day ?" 
it is a foregone conclusion in the inquirer's mind that 
the other intends to ride to town,* and the other under- 
stands the inquiry to refer solely to time. 

An attention to pauses, or rests from utterance, is 
needed. The voice of the speaker and the ear of the 
auditor alike demand them. 

To master these points and their proper management, 
requires time, patience, and some amount of ability. 
The young speaker will fall into them in time, provided 
he begin colloquially — that is, commence his speech as 
he would an ordinary conversation. He should always 
remember that speech-making is, after all, only talking 
•—if in debate, it is talking to those who will reply in 
turn — ^if in an oration, it is a monopoly of the conversation. 
If you get into conversation with a friend, and he dis- 
putes your positions, you naturally get animated ; as you 
both go on, you both get earnest. A public debate is 
merely a dispute before a number of people, and the more 
natural it is — the more like a private dispute — the more 
effective. Listen to two men discussing politics, and you 
will hear emphasis, inflections, and pauses. They 
follow, unconsciously, all the rules of a correct elocution ; 
but were they to get up before an audience, would 
probably violate them all. The reason is, that in the 
public dispute their minds are paying more attention to 
the audience than to the subject of debate. The rule is 
to carry your point in debate, by giving your whole 
attention to it, and letting the audience take care 
of itself. 

The attitude of a speaker should be easy. He should 
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stand square, erect, and nnconstrained, resting hiinself 
from time to time, if necessary, alternately on the right 
or left foot. As to gestures, the best rule is to pay no 
attention to them. They will come of themselves, or not 
be worth any thing. Some men think they must keep 
their arms in motion alternately, like those of a wind- 
mill, first the right and then the left. If they do this, 
though the matter of their speech be good, the attention 
of the audience is soon diverted to their funny see-saw 
motion, and the language is not fully heeded. Graceful 
and appropriate gesture is not only excellent, but 
necessary in the finished orator ; but at the beginning it 
is better to keep the arms still than to turn them into 
unmeaning pump-handles ; and at all times the gestures 
should come naturally from the impulse of the speaker, 
or they will fail of effect. 

Of all these requisites the most difficult to acquire, 
though apparently the most simple, is a perfect articu- 
lation. In colloquial intercourse we are apt to clip our 
words, more or less, and to run the concluding sound of 
one word into the beginning one of the next. To 
strengthen the habit of distinct enunciation, the speaker 
should practice the utterance of the radical sounds of 
the language. 

These radical sounds may be classified either phoneti- 
cally, — that is, by the vocal properties of each— or 
organically — that is, by the position and movement of 
the organs of speech during their utterance. 

Phonetically, elementary sounds may be divided into 
vocals, or tones, sub-vocals, or tones and breath, and 
aspirates, or breath-sounds. 
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The Vocals are : 

a as in ale, atm, the^, feint, break. 

a " air, core, there, their. 

a " adze, mot 

a " art, heart, guard. 

a " lass. 

a " all, oat£se, mw^ broad, sought, gone. 

e '* eel, me, sea, neither, ke^, piece, people, mar^e. 

e " met, dead, said, says, friend, heifer, jeopardj, gttess, manjf \naj. 

€ " shire. 

♦ " toe, lie, fly, height, guise, aisle, dye. 

t* " it, forfeit, guilt, sieve, busy. 

€ '^ ore, door, roam, toe^ sou^, soul, etoe^ beau, jeoman. 

c " not, what 

u " moon, prove, soup, shoe. 

tt " good, could, bulL 

t* " btrt, dove, does, blood. 

ti " muse, juice, bleu;, hue, hew, jieWj UeUf feud, beauty. 

u " curl, her, fir. 

0% " boil, boy. 

ou " our, ou;l, bound. 

The Sub- Vocals are : 

& as in dra&. d asia desd, J as in/07. 

g " g&g. I " loll m " man. 

n " nooTk r " for. v " vat. 

y " yes. r " roar. z " 2eaL 

u;(oo?)u;eU. ng ** son^. zh ** asure, toAotL 
ffh " then. 

The Aspirates are : 

h as in ^t. / as in/ield. « as in at 

t " wet. p " pap. k " arA^ 

ch " c^urc^ sh " e/ie. th " i^in. 
wh " u;Aine. 

All these should be uttered separately by the speaker, 
and their utterance practised frequently. Then the 
"words wherein they occur should be practised; and 
finally, tliose words wherein the sounds combine. 

Organically, sounds are divided into vowels, which 
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are brought forth by means of the larynx and its 
appendages ; and consonants, which are uttered through 
aid of the organs of speech. These last are subdivided 
into 

Labials^ or sounds made by the lips, as 5, m, ^, w^ wh^ 
fy and -y, the two last partly dental. \ 

Dentals^ or sounds made between the teeth, as^ {g soft), 
« (c soft), z {s flat), chj shy and z soft (zH). 

PalatalSy or sounds made against the palate, as k^ y, 
fl?, y, (?, g hard, ng^ and ngh (in inky for instance). 

LingualSy or sounds made by the tongue, as c?, Z, ti, r, 
ty th (both sounds), the last being partly dental. 

As m and both sounds of n are passed through the 
nose, they are sometimes classed as nasals. 

It will be valuable practice to the speaker to study the 
mode of forming the above sounds, and to reproduce 
them — slightly exaggerating the action of the organs 
during their reproduction. For that purpose, let him 
repeat them in the following words : 
The Labials in 



babe 


tub 


dub 


cube 


barb. 


bulb 


rub 


pope 


grove 


tape 


pure 


peep 


pipe 


cape 


maim 


mane 


men 


mine 


lame 


lime 


man 


fife 


wife 


rife 


off 


scoff 


tough 


ruflf 


valve 


vend 


vest 


vat 


Uve 


give 


hive 


wine 


wen 


wan 


won 


wolf 


win 


waft 


what 


whet 


whip 


when 


why 


whip 


where 



These are made — 

By by expelling the breath and separating the lips 
slightly, with a previous murmuring voice. 

Py by compressing the lips, and then separating them 
by an explosive breath. 

My by uniting the lips gently, and sending the closed 
sound through the nose. 
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F^ by placing the under lip against the edge of the 
upper teeth, and quickly expelling the breath. 

Fj by placing the under lip as in F, but expelling the 
br^eath more slowly. 

TT, by contracting the lips to a small orifice at the 
commencement of explosion, and opening partly at close. 

TTA, by the same means as IT, but opening wider at 
close of expulsion. 



The Dentals 


in 










chinch 


chin 


chit 


each 


itch 


etch 


touch 


Judge 


jeer 


jet 


Jot 


Jut 


Join 


jolt 


Bipg 


sit 


sat 


set 


sot 


soot 


cede 


zeal 


ease 


ooze 


has 


his 


zeal 


knees 


Bhe 


shun 


sham 


shell 


shine 


shone 


such 


azare 


pleasure 


osier 




grazier 


brazier 


hosier 


These 


are mad 


e — 











C%, by pressing the tongue on the upper gum, and 
then throwing 9, jet of breath out, as the teeth close. 

J and O 8oft^ by the same process, but with a lower 
tone. 

S and C softj by closing the teeth and throwing the 
breath through them quickly. 

8h^ by raising the tongue to the roof of the mouth, 
and throwing out the breath with the teeth nearly closed. 

ZA, by the same, with a deeper tone. (Sub-vocal.) 

Tlie Palatals in 



e^ 


gijf 


gage 


gono 


gun 


gave 


dug 


eat 


kid 


quit 


call 


cull 


kite 


chidr 


sex 


six 


socks 


flax 


exist 


fox 


racks 


yea 


ewe 


70U 


yacht 


year 


yes 


yeU 


ring 


kliM? 


wrong 


fcng 


song 


bang 


wing 


ink 


lank 


'sunk 


conch 


monk ' 


drunk 


thank 



These are made — 

G by pressing the middle of the tongue against the 
back part of the palate, and then, after a preparatory 
murmur, darting the tongue forward, and exploding the 
breath. 
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K^ by the same process, without the previous murmur. 

P", by placing the tongue as though to utter ee^ then 
partly compressing the lips, and expelling part of the 
voice. A close examination shows this sound to be a 
double vowel e long, closely followed by a. 

Ng^ by pressing tlie tongue against the back part of 
the palate, and emitting the sound through the nose. 

Nk (or ngk properly), by the same, and bringing up 
the under lip suddenly, so as to add the sound of K 

The Linguals in 



dead 


did 


dad 


deed 


food 


fed 


rod 


tit 


test 


tar 


torn 


mute 


suit 


toot 


luU 


loll 


pill 


tell 


all 


lore 


leer 


none 


noon 


nine 


noun 


name 


nor 


kniyes 


roar 


rare 


rear 


red 


rid 


rod 


rat 


err 


bniT 


bar 


hire 


here 


have 


lure 


thin 


path 


pith 


teeth 


loth 


moth 


tooth 



the thine those booth that there loathe 

These are made— 

2>, by pressing the tongue firmly against the upper 
gum, then with a preparatory murmur, separating the 
tongue, and exploding the breath. 

jT, by the same, without the preparatory murmur. 

Z, by placing the tongue on the upper gum, and let- 
ting the voice pass smoothly out on either side. 

iT, by placing the end of the tongue against the ridge 
of the upper gum, and emitting the voice through the 
nose. 

R initial^ by darting the tongue, with a single trill, 
against the upper gum. 

BJmaly by curbing the tongue back to the centre of 
the roof of the mouth, but not touching it, and sufiering 
a smooth, hollow tone to escape with a gentle vibration. 

Th 8oft^ by placing the tip of the tongue between the 
teeth, and forpii^g the breath between thein. 
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Th hard^ by placing the tongue in the same way, but 
producing as much volume of tone as possible. 

After practising these simple sounds, the utterance of 
words containing their combinations should be practised. 
The following should be uttered in their order, and re- 
peated again and again : 



bine 


blare 


blur 


bled 


blot 


blow 


blown 


clap 


clam 


clad 


club 


clue 


clime 


cUp 


fly 


fled 


flee 


fleet 


flow 


flue 


flag 


glee 


glad 


glen 


glade 


glue 


glow 


glum 


plan 


plat 


plot 


ply 


plum 


plume 


plug 


elay 


sled 


slew 


slip 


slap 


slop 


slug 


spleen 


splash 


split 


splay 


splice 


splint 


spMnt 


bray 


brag 


brig 


broke 


brow 


brim 


brad 


crab 


crib 


crown 


crow 


creep 


crop 


crew 


drab 


drip 


drop 


drum 


drag 


drub 


drug 


free 


fret 


frog 


fh)ze 


fry 


frill 


fray 


grab 


grog 


grow 


grows 


grace 


grill 


grum 


Bcalp 


help 


whelp 


yelp 


pulp 


gulp 


kelp 


camp 


damp 


pump 


jump 


cramp 


limp 




grasp 


clasp 


gasp 


hasp 


wasp 


crisp 


lisp 


carp 


harp 


warp 


sharp 


usurp 






range 


flange 


change 


hinge 


singe 


tinge 


lunge 


barge 


large 


charge 




oi^e 


merge 


forge 


dance 


lance 


glance 


pence 


hence 


since 


dunce 


carl 


mari 


curl 


girl 


hurl 


earl 


whiri 


barb 


garb 


curb 


verb 


herb 


sorb 


orb 


Talve 


elve 


helve 


delve 


shelve 


solve 


revolves 


carve 


curve 


serve 


nerve 


swerve 


starve 


carve 


acta 


facts 


tracts 


sects 


plots 


reflects 


elects 


rafts 


wafts 


gifts 


lifts 


sifts 


drifts 


lofts 


pants 


rants 


haunts 


cents 


wants 


flints 


dents 


carts 


darts 


parts 


starts 


arts 


hurts 


forts 


casts 


masts 


lasts 


mists 


grists 


costs 


posts 


flelds 


wields 


welds 


moulds 


holds 


folds 


gilds 


bands 


hands 


kinds 


wands 


lends 


spends 


ends 


bards 


cards 


birds 


curds 


herds 


lords 


swords 


yelks 


milks 


silks 


bulks 


hulks 


sulks 


skulks 


banks 


ranks 


th^B 


drinks 


kinks 


pinks 


thinks 


arks 


barks ■ 


Jerks 


lurks 


corks 


forks 


storks 


asks 


basks 


casks 


desks 


frisks 


husks 


tusks 


Alps 


helps 


yelps 


whelps 


gulps 


pulps 


snips 


camps 


damps 


lamps 


stamps 


limps 


romps 


stumps 


cai-ps 


harps 


sharps 


warps 


corpse 


usurps 




gasps 


hasps 


clasps 


grasps 


wasps 


lisps 


crisps 


wealth 


health 


stealth 


filth 


tilth 






ninth 


tenth 


plUth 


month 


nbsinthe 
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hearth 


birth 


mirth worth forth 


north 




valves 


elves 


helves delves shelves 


solves 


revolves 


carves 


starves 


corves serves nerves 


swerves 


corves 


elms 


helms 


realms whelms films 






chasms 


spasms 


chrisms prisms Bcbisms 




bench 


bench 


inch finch 


pinch 


. fiinch 


bench 


arch 


larch 


parch march birch 


perch 


lurch 


burst 


curst 


durst first 


nurst 


thirst 


worst 


delfs 


Guelphs 


self's peira 


gulfs 


sylphs 


Ealph'B 


fangs 


whangs 


gangs kings 


wings 


songs 


lungs 


fourths 


fifths 


sevenths tenths ninths 


eighths 


plinUis 


barbs 


garbs 


curbs herbs 


verba 


orbs 


disturbs 


dams 


warns 


earns foms 


bums 


scorns 


coms 


h&gged 


fa^^re^I 


lagged 


lu^^recf 


ri^^ed 


diflr^ed 


armed 


maned 


tamed. 


roomed 


doomed 


blamed 


Hbbed 


cobbed 


ribbed 


nabbed 


ro6&ed 


ca66ed 


loved 


lived 


nerved 


hived 


sarod 


patted 


ga»ed 


nmed 


Bleed 


doaed 


seized 


prized 


CAged 


waged 


edged 


budged 


wedded 


hedged 


leayfed* 


reefdd 


loo/bd 


mijkd 


pu.^ 


lujffed 


CMed 


hissed 


raced 


laissed 


ba«ed 


tossed 


capped 


cooped 


hopped 


hipped 


lopped 


lipped 


decked 


docked 


racked 


pecked 


pooled 


kic^bed 


etefied 


botcAect 


iUAed 


ditizhod 


fetcAed 


laUjAed 


han^e^I 




winged 


longed 


bunded 


ringed 


delved 


she^d 


helved 


\aived 


sotoed 


de/TOd 


orbed 


bar&eci 


Borbed 


garbed 




curded 


\>umed 


corned 


darned 


earned 


gimed 


turned 


carved 


Kwerved 


starved 


nerved 


served 


cartJed 


Uihed 


cioihed 


lathed 


soothed 


Bwaiihed 


scet^d 


htatned 


tanmed 


formed 


germed 


termed 


warmed 


hitiffed 


^h&nged 


luw^ed 


dinged 


Xang'ed 


singed 


urged 


merged 


gorged 


forged 


purflred 


mergred 


helped 


gulped 


Bcalped 


whelpod 


yelped 


helped 


harped 


carped 


warped 


carped 


warped 


harped 


htLsped 


clasped 


lisped 


ra«p€d 


cri«ped 


hasped 


Mked 


hashed 


cashed 


masked 


tt\accd 


risked 


romped 


cam,ped 


VLmped 


lumped 


hufnped 


jumped 


mfirked 


lurked 


jerked 


worked 


corked 


forked 


cashed 


lasJied 




rushed 


pushed 


huMed 


arched 


hirohed 


^perched 


parched 


marcAed 


seareAed 


hobb'si 


tbVst 


iobVst 


nibb'st 


nabVst 
midst 


robVst 


didst 


gadd'st 


hadst 


hiddTst 


ledd^st 


diJTtt 


m\f'st 


Vnfst 


^fst 


BiuJTsi 


a^r9$ 



* D following OB aq>irate has. the sound of T. 
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Uff(r9t 


digcTtt 


tugg'st 


lugg'st 


lagg'st 


hegg'st 


ealTst 


tLWat 


rolPst 


tarsi 


pulPat 


trUrsi 


caaist 


Bifm'gt 


tann'st 


penn'st 


winn'si 


mann'st 


d\pp*a 


hopp'st 


aipp'st 


sapp'st 


nipp'st 


sopp'st 


fAv'si 


lo€st 


Uv'st 


prov'st 


erav'st 


sen'st 


hetCtt 


tLtf«t 


getCsi 


hitfst 


joWst 


potest 


humble 


tumble 


sta&Ze 


mumble 


nimble 


amblo 


hridle 


Undle 


handle 


candle 


saddle 


meddle 


rut/te 


Uijle 


mutjle 


baf> 


trutjte 


raf/fe 


bea^rte 


haggle 


higgle 


man^^'^e 


minute 


single 


hnckle 


cackle 


cockle 


fickle 


sickle 


suckle 


6&pple 


dimple 


a&mple 


simple 


rumple 


pimple 


hhtUe 


genlie 


totUe 


tittle 


ratae 


cattte 


nvel 


grof>el 


drivel 


snivel 


weevil 


shovel 


hnsOe 


hustle 


jostle 


nestle 


pesHe 


biuUe 


dazsle 


mlz»le 


muzs/e 


frizcfo 


gaxzle 


ftizsfo 


hidden 


redden 


dea^fen 


sadden 


hurden 


hol<2en 


l\ken 


token 


hroken 


liken 


taken 


sha^ben 


fBJlen 


Btolen 


swoln 


tUlen 


stolen 


8WO^ 


ripen 


happen 


holpen 


shapen 


ripen 


Ahapen 


cho«e» 


prison 


poison 


ri«e« 


season 


reason 


cloron 


craven 


driven 


graven 


heaven 


shaven 


nettles 


tables 


ambles 


aibles 


fables 


staJbles 


huiles 


candles 


hridles 


handles 


tidies 


saddles 


Tijles 


hfdjles 


rufjles 


trijles 


ra(/fe« 


muffles 


KBffleg 


tttffles 


eagles 


he&gles 


Bingles 


mingles 


hncklM 


cockles 


cackles 


hackels 


sickles 


suckles 


nipples 


d&pples 


Bimples 


Kunples 


maples 


pimples 


miOea 


metisles 


estles 


hustles 


hustles 


pe^iles 


hatOes 


hotOes 


tMOes 


tattles 


rattles 


settles 


nwela 


grovels 


drivels 


snivles 


vreeiAls 


• shoveZ* 


daxOet 


mixMles 


muzales 


frizzles 


guzzles 


puzzles 


ambled 


fabled 


tabled 


gabled 


stabled 


cabled 


Tijled 


.rtifted 


rufjled 


hatjled 


trijled 


mufjled 


Binffled 


angled 


mingled 


mangled 


dingled 


Wangled 


KoJOed 


huekled 


tinkled 


nmkied 


inkled 


suckled 


dappled 


dimpled 


pimpled 


rumpled 


purpled 


rippled 


titled 


hxitled 


hatOedl 


nettled 


hottled 


settled 


Tlveld 


raveled 


groveled 


driveled 


aniveld 


shoveled 


hastled 


husUed 


jostled 


nestled 


pe«tZed 


hustled 


daxzled 


mixsOed 


muiMled 


frizzled 


guzzled 


fazded 


reddened 


maddened 


saddened 


reddened 


deadened 




beckoned 


hsakened 


darkened 


liJbened 


reckoned 


vrakened 


•oa8on%d 


tmsoned 


poisoned 


-pAsonsd^ 


"Astensd 
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fLbb'dtt 


Tlbb'dat 


tobb'dat 


robVd^t 


nabb'dst 


ebb'dst 


h&ffff'dnt 


tugg'dat 


digg'dat 


Ingg'dat 


vegg'dat 


hegg>dat 


hndff'dit 


jadflTd*/ 


hfidg'dat 


nndg'dai 


edff'dat 


^edg'dat 


t&m'dst 


dt^m^dat 


tum'dit 


dooni'dsi 


ta'mdat 


aeenCdat 


c^n'dst 


coXn^dai 


difCdat 


ioin'dat 


h&fCdat 


\eam:dat 


fe&r'dst 


rear'dat 


Tow'dst 


Bova-'dat 


Bnar'dat 


reeT'dat 


Iw'drt 


mov'dat 


Wdst 


wao'd^ 


Bav'dat 


Bhan'dat 


am&r«< 


tnmbrat 


'kombVat 


mnmbrat 


BisibPat 


UanbPat 


dmdtst 


tondTat 


hvadVat 


kindPat 


hnndPat 


daadPat 


baC;f*< 


mu^at 


njTat 


rat/Pat 


Bt{/Pat 


tr\/Pai 


an^r«l 


hxmgrat 


hskggrat 


higgPat 


BingPat 


mingPat 


bu<sW»« 


cacW«< 


piekTat 


iAdkPat 


BvtckPat 


UnkPat 


d&ltpTtt 


dimprat 


purpFat 


pimpFat 


rippPat 


rmnpPat 


ba«trrf 


huHtTai 


ioatrai 


aeaiPat 


matPat 


yyHPat 


hatfTst 


hoUPst 


hnrtpat 


nUtnl 


BettPat 


iattPat 


ntwra 


groveVat 


dxiwrat 


BniwPat 


grovePal 


BhovePat 


daxBTst 


mizzFat 


mxazTat 


gnzzPat 


pnzzCat 


tazMPat 


dQ/r«i 


VifFgt 


TiJVat 


r^at 


^at 


ti[Tat 


helfaS 


hBiCst 


pelfat 


BaWat 


me]fat 


tXlfat 


haxLnfut 


\>\xinfat 


dinfat 


hinfat 


yenfat 


hnraat 


carfat 


darfat 


part'at 


Btarfst 


mrfat 


harPH 


tA8ti(t 


hMfat 


jesCat 


wMtat 


tiafat 


trnafit 


hwrden'st 


desLden'st 


garden'^at 


hard«fi'«< 


redderCat 


deadan^at 


heck.o'i'at 


reckon'at 


Bickeri'at 


-vrakeii'at 


becko»'«i 


hkan'at 


hnrn'st 


d&rn'at 


earn'at 


learrCat 


rao\xm''at 


BcorrCat 


tetLaon'tt 


rea&on^at 


poison'at 


]iBtm'a 


priacm'at 


aeeMon'at 


hilkfit 


miWat 


Bulk-'at 








MnAi'gt 


vrinki'at 


mnVat 


drtaiii'at 


thank'at 


ranieat 


hsa-k'st 


h&rfat 


corfat 


tork'at 


Inrfat 


wori?st 


htak'st 


hsk'at 


Tiak'at 


y^hiak'at 


hnak'at 


hrlak'at 


c&mp'H 


cnmp*at 


BtKnxp''at 


vamp'rf 


Tomp'^aS 


8tump'#f 


scA^'at 


Mvhelp'at 


help'st 


jelp^st 


galp'at 


pnlp^at 


h&ng'at 


c\&na'ti 


Bing'at 


\iTi7tg'at 


cting'at 


wTong'at 


garVat 


h&rb'at 


curVat 


dlstury«# 


ahaorb^at 




hiurm^at 


W9rm''at 


tomCat 


storm'«< 


term'st 


MvomCat 


c&nfat 


Bt&rv'at 


curti'at 


ne^rffat 


Berv'^at 


BVf&rv'at 


lnUh'at 


sc&th'at 


BwsUVat 


breaAV«f 


lo&th'st 


BooWat 


length 


strength 


WTing'th 


^ing'lh 


Bing'th 


hring'ih 


ambrdat 


tvanbrdat hmnbPdat 


mvanbPdat 


Btai>Pdat 


dandrdat 


(ondTdat hsmdTdat 


kindPdat 


hrindPdat 


ba^'dat 


mnffTdat r\/l'dat 


Bt\/Pdat 


n^'dat 


AaMFdat 


gxxtzVdat vavaztdat 


hnstPdift 


rvLstPdat 


h\ad«n''d9t 


deaAerCdat T&dderCdat 


poiBOfCdat 




c&tch'dat 


yiSitcJCdat yratcKdat 


fetch'dat 


^toh'dat 



All these sounds should be practised carefully; and 
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each nttered forcibly and clearly — shooting the tone from 
the mouth. The hissing sounds are quite diflScult, espe- 
cially in some of the latter of the collocations given, and 
require to be thoroughly practised. This done, sentences 
should b^ selected and formed containing a number of 
similar words. By this means, and by care, any one not 
suffering under an incurable physical defect, may acquire 
and preserve that first and indispensable requisite for 
a good speaker — a distinct enunciation of articulate 
sounds. 

Select Speeches. 

The following extracts from the speeches of various 
American orators, will serve to give an idea to the read- 
er of the various differences of style. No attempt is 
made to analyze the distinction between them. It is 
believed that the distinction marks itself plainly enough. 
These extracts are brief — the limits of the work not ad- 
mitting of more than is given. If the reader desires to 
study farther, he has only to obtain the collected speeches 
of the orator whose style most pleases him, or appears to 
him to be most consonant with what his own is, or is 
likely to be. 

Patrick Henry. 

From a speech^ on the expediency of adopting the Federal Oonstitution^ ddtv* 
ered in the Convention of Virginia^ June 5, 1788. 

*' This constitution is said to have beautiful features ; 
but when I come to examine these features, sir, they 
appear to me horribly frightful. Among other deformi- 
ties, it has an awful squinting ; it squints towards mon- 
archy : and does not this raise indignation in the breast 
of every true American ? Your President may easily 
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become king. Tour Senate is so imperfectly constructed, 
that your dearest rights may be sacrificed by what may 
be a small minority ; and a very small minority may 
continue forever unchangeably this government, al- 
though horridly defective. Where are your checks in 
this government i Your strongholds will be in the 
hands of your enemies. It is on a supposition that your 
American governors shall be honest, that all the good 
qualities of this government are founded ; but its defec- 
tive and imperfect construction puts it in their power to 
'perpetrate the worst of mischiefs, should they be bad 
men. And, sir, would not all the world, from the east- 
em to the western hemisphere, blame our distracted folly 
in resting our rights upon the contingency of our rulers 
being good or bad? Show me that age and country 
where the rights and liberties of the people were placed 
on the sole chance of their rulers being good men, with- 
out a consequent loss of libei'ty. I say that the loss of 
that dearest privilege has ever followed, with absolute 
certainty, every such mad attempt. If your American 
chief be a man of ambition and abilities, how easy will it 
be for him to render himself absolute ! The army is in 
his hands, and, if he be a man of address, it will be at- 
tached to him ; and it will be the subject of long medi- 
tation with him to seize the first auspicious moment to 
accomplish his design. And, sir, will the American 
spirit solely relieve you when this happens ? I would 
rather infinitely — and I am sure most of this convention 
are of the same opinion, have a king, lords, and com- 
mons, than a government so replete with such insup- 
portable evils. If we make a king, we may prescribe 
the rules by which he shall rule his people, and inter- 
pose such checks as shall prevent him from infringing 
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tiiem ; but the President in the field, at the head of his 

army, can prescribe the terms on which he shall reign 

master, so far that it will puzzle any American ever to 

get his neck from under the galling yoke. I cannot, 

with patience, think of this idea. If ever he violates the 

laws, one of two things will happen : he will come at 

the head of his army to carry every thing before him ; 

or, he will give bail, or do what Mr. Chief Justice will 

order him. If he be guilty, will not the recollection of 

his crimes teach him to make one bold push for the 

American throne ? Will not the immense diflference 

between being master of every thing, and being ignomi- 

niously tried and punished, powerfully excite him to 

make this bold push ? But, sir, where is the existing 

force to punish him ? Can he not, at the head of his 

army, beat down every opposition ? Away with your 

President ; we shall have a king ; the army will salute 

him monarch : your militia will leave you, and assist in 

making him king, and fight against you : and what have 

you to oppose this force ? What will then become of 

you and your rights ? Will not absolute despotism 

ensue ? 

* ^ ^ * * * * 

" I trust, sir, the exclusion of the evils wherewith this 
system is replete, in its present form, will be made a 
condition precedent to its adoption, by this or any other 
State. The transition from a general, unqualified admis- 
sion to offices, to a consolidation of government, seems 
easy ; for, though the American States are dissimilar in 
their structure, this will assimilate them ; this, sir, is it- 
self a strong consolidating feature, and is not one of the 
least dangerous in that system. Nine States are insuffi- 
cient to establish this government over those nine. Im- 
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agine that nine have come into it. Virginia has certain 
scruples. Suppose she will consequently refiise to join 
witli those States : may not they still continue in friend- 
ship and union with her ? If she sends her annual 
requisitions in dollars, do you think their stomachs will 
be so squeamish as to refuse her dollars ? Will they not 
accept her regiments ? They would intimidate you into 
an inconsiderate adoption, and frighten you with ideal 
evils, and that the Union shall be dissolved. 'Tis a bug- 
bear, sir : the fact is, sir, that the eight adopting States 
can hardly stand on their own legs. Public fame tells 
us, that the adopting States have already heart-burnings 
and animosity, and repent their precipitate hurry : this, 
sir, may occasion exceeding great mishief. When I re- 
flect on these and many other circumstances, I must 
think those States will be found to be in confederacy with 
us. If we pay our quota of money annually, and furnish 
our ratable number of men, when necessary, I can see 
no danger from a rejection. The history of Switzerland 
clearly proves, that we might be in amicable alliance 
with those States, without adopting this Constitution. 
Switzerland is a confederacy, consisting of dissimilar 
governments. This is an example, which proves that 
governments, of dissimilar structures, may be confeder- 
ated. That confederate republic has stood upwards of 
four hundred years ; and, although several of the indi- 
vidual republics are democratic, and the rest aristocratic, 
no evil has resulted from this dissimilarity, for they have 
braved all the power of France and Germany, during 
that long period. The Swiss spirit, sir, has kept them 
together : they have encountered and overcome immense 
difficulties, with patience and fortitude. In the vicinity 
of powerful and ambitious monarchs, they have retained 
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their independence, republican simplicity, and valor. 
Look at the peasants of that country, and of France, and 
mark the difference. You will find the condition of the 
former far more desirable and comfortable. No matter 
whether a people be great, splendid, and powerful, if they 
enjoy freedom. The Turkish grand seignior, along side 
of our President, would put us to disgrace, but we should 
be abundantly consoled for this disgrace, should our citi- 
zen be put in cobtrast with the Turkish slave." 

From a speech^ <m (he same subject^ delivered in the same placc^ June *l and 

9, 1788. 

" Switzerland consists of thirteen cantons expressly con- 
federated for national defence. They have stood the 
shock of four hundred years : that country has enjoyed 
internal tranquillity most of that long period. Their 
dissensions have been, comparatively to those of other 
countries, very few. What has passed in the neighbor- 
ing countries ? Wars, dissensions, and intrigues — Ger- 
many involved in the most deplorable civil war thirty 
years successively, continually convulsed with intestine 
divisions, and harassed by foreign wars — France with 
her mighty monarchy perpetually at war. Compare the 
peasants of Switzerland with those of any other mighty 
nation : you will find them far more happy ; for one 
civil war among them, there have been five or six among 
other nations : their attachment to their country, and to 
freedom, their resolute intrepidity in their defence, the 
consequent security and happiness which they have 
enjoyed, and the respect and awe which these things 
produced in their bordering nations, have signalized 
those republicans. Their valor, sir, has been active; 
•very thing that sete in motion the springs of the human 
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heart, engaged them to the protection of their inestima- 
ble privileges. They have not only secured their own 
liberty, but have been the arbiters of the fate of other 
people. Here, sir, contemplate the triumph of repixb- 
lican governments over the pride of monarchy. I 
acknowledge, sir, that the necessity of national defence 
has prevailed in invigorating their counsels and arms, 
and has been, in a considerable degree, the means of 
keeping these honest people together. But, sir, they 
have had wisdom enough to keep together and render 
themselves formidable. Their heroism is proverbial. 
They would heroically fight for their government and 
their laws. One of the illumined sons of these times 
would not fight for those objects. Those virtuous and 
simple people have not a mighty and splendid president, 
nor enormously expensive navies and armies to support. 
No, sir; those brave republicans have acquired their 
reputation no less by their undaunted intrepidity, than 
by the wisdom of their frugal and economical policy. 
Let us follow their example, and be equally happy. 
The honorable member advises us to adopt a measure 
which will destroy our bill of rights ; for, after hearing 
his picture of nations, and his reasons for abandoning all 
the powers retained to the States by the confederation, 
I am more firmly persuaded of the impropriety of 
adopting this new plan in its present shape. 

* * * * * * ' 

" We are threatened with danger for the non-payment 
of the debt now due to France. We have information 
from an illustrious citizen of Virginia, who is now in 
Paris, which disproves the suggestions of such danger. 
This citizen has not been in the airy regions of theoretic 
speculation ; our ambassador is this worthy citizen. The 
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ambassador of the United States of America is not 
BO despised as the honorable gentleman would make us 
believe. A servant of a republic is as much respected 
as that of a monarch. The honorable gentleman tells 
us, that hostile fleets are to be sent to make reprisals 
upon ns; our ambassador tells you that the king of 
France has taken into consideration, to enter into com- 
mercial regulations on reciprocal terms with us, which 
will be of peculiar advantage to us. Does this look like 
hostility ? I might go further ; I might say, not from 
public authority, but good information, that his opinion 
is, that you reject this government His character and 
abilities are in the highest estimation ; he is well ac- 
quainted, in every respect, with this country ; equally so 
with the policy of the European nations. This illustri- 
ous citizen advises you to reject this government, till it 
be amended. His sentiments coincide entirely with 
ours^ His attachment to, and services done for, this 
country are well known. At a great distance from us, 
he remembers and studies our happiness. Living amidst 
splendor and dissipation, he thinks yet of bills of rights 
— thinks of those little despised things called maxims. 
Let us follow the sage advice of this common friend of 
our happiness. It is little usual for nations to send 
armies to collect debts. The house of Bourbon, that 
great friend of America, will never attack her for the 
unjvilling delay of payment. Give me leave to say that 
Europe is too much engaged about objects of greater 
importance to attend to us. On that great theatre of 
the world, the little American matters vanish. Do you 
believe, that the mighty monarch of France, beholding 
the greatest scenes that ever engaged the attention of a 
prince of that country, will divert himself from those 
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important objects, and now call for a Bcttlement oi ac- 
counts with America ? This proceeding is not warranted 
by good sense. The friendly disposition to us, and the 
actual situation of France, render the idea of danger 
from that quarter absurd. Would this countryman of 
ours be fond of advising us to a measure which he knew 
to be dangerous — and can it be reasonably supposed, 
that he can be ignorant of any premeditated hostility 
against this country? The honorable gentleman may 
suspect the account ; but I will do our friend the justice 
to say that he would warn us of any danger from France. 

" Do you suppose the Spanish monarch will risk a con- 
test with the United States, when his feeble colonies are 
exposed to them ? Every advance the people here make 
to the westward, makes him tremble for Mexico and 
Peru. Despised as we are among ourselves under our 
present government, we are terrible to that monarchy. 
If this be not a fact, it is generally said so. 

* * ^ * * if 

" This government is so new that it wants a name. I 
wish its other novelties were as harmless as this. He 
told us we had an American dictator in the year 1781 . 
We never had an American President. In making a 
dictator we follow the example of the most glorious, 
magnanimous, and skilful nations. In great dangers 
this power has been given. Rome had furnished us 
with an illustrious example. America found a person 
worthy of that trust : she looked to Virginia for him. 
We gave a dictatorial power to hands that used it glori- 
ously and which were rendered more glorious by sur- 
rendering it up. Where is there a breed of such dicta- 
tors? Shall we find a set of American Presidents of 
Buch a breed ? Will the American president come and 
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lay prostrate at the feet of Congress his laurels ? I fear 
there are few men who can be trusted on that head. 
The glorious republic of Holland has erected monuments 
to her warlike intrepidity and valor : yet she is now to- 
tally ruined by a stadtholder, a Dutch president. The 
destructive wars into which that nation has been plunged 
have since involved her in ambition. The glorious tri- 
umphs of Blenheim and RamilUes were not so conform- 
able to the genius, nor so much to the true interest of 
the republic, as those numerous and useful canals and 
dikes, and other objects at which ambition spurns. 
That republic has, however, by the industry of its inhab- 
itants and policy of its magistrates, suppressed the ill 
effects of ambition. Notwithstanding two of their pro- 
vinces have paid nothing, yet I hope the example of 
Holland will tell us that we can live happily without 
changing our present despised government. Cannot 
people be as happy under a mild as under an energetic 
government ? Cannot content and felicity be enjoyed in 
a republic as well as in a monarchy, because there are 
whips, chains, and scourges used in the latter ? If I am 
not as rich as my neighbor, if I give my mite, my all, 
republican forbearance will say that it is sufficient. So 
eaid the honest confederates of Holland: "You are 
poor ; we are rich. We will go on and do better, far 
better, than be under an oppressive government." Far 
better will it be for us to continue as we are, than go 
under that tight, energetic government. I am persuaded 
of what the honorable gentleman says, that separate con- 
federacies will ruin us. In my. judgment, they are 
evils never to be thought of till a people are driven by 
necessity. When he asks my opinion of consolidation, 
of one power to reign over America with a strong hand, 
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I will tell him, I am persuaded of the rectitude of my 
honorable friend's opinion (Mr. Mason), that one govern- 
ment cannot reign over so extensive a country as this is, 
without absolute despotism. Compared to such a con- 
solidation, small confederacies are little evils, though 
they ought to be recurred to but in case of necessity. 
Virginia and North Carolina are despised. They could 
exist separated from the rest of America. Maryland and 
Vermont were not overrun when out of the confederacy. 
Though it is not a desirable object, yet, 1 trust, that on 
examination it will be found, that Virginia and North 
Carolina would not be swallowed up in case it was ne- 
cessary for them to be joined together. 

* * ^ * * « ♦ 

^* I call upon every gentleman here to declare, whether 
the King of England had any subjects so attached to his 
family and government — so loyal as we were. But the 
genius of Virginia called us for liberty ; called us from 
those beloved endearments, which, from long habits, we 
were taught to love and revere. We entertained from 
our earliest infancy the most sincere regard and rev- 
erence for the mother country. Our partiality extended 
to a predilection for her customs, habits, manners, and 
laws. Thus inclined, when the deprivation of our lib- 
erty was attempted, what did we do? What did the 
genius of Virginia tell us ? " Sell all and purchase lib- 
erty." This was a severe conflict. Kepublican maxims 
were then esteemed. Those maxims and the genius of 
Virginia landed you safe on the shore of freedom. On 
this awful occasion, did you want a federal government? 
Did federal ideas possess your minds ? Did federal ideas 
lead you to the most splendid victories? 1 must again 
repeat the favorite idea, that the genius of Virginia did, 
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and will again lead us to happiness. To obtain the 
most splendid prize, you did not consolidate. You ac- 
complished the most glorious ends by the assistance of 
the genius of your country. Men were then taught by 
that genius that they were fighting for what was most 
dear to them. View the most affectionate father, the 
most tender mother, operated on by liberty, nobly stim- 
ulating their sons, their dearest sons, sometimes their 
only son, to advance to the defence of his country. We 
have seen sons of Cincinnatus, without splendid mag- 
nificence or parade, going, with the genius of their pro- 
genitor Cincinnatus, to the plough — ^men who served 
their country without ruining it ; men who had served 
it to the destruction of their private patrimonies ; their 
country owing them amazing amounts, for the payment 
of which no adequate provision was then made. We 
have seen such men throw prostrate their arms at your 
feet. They did not call for those emoluments which 
ambition presents to some imaginations. The soldiers 
who were able to command every thing, instead of 
trampling on those laws which they were instituted to 
defend, most strictly obeyed them. The hands of justice 
have not been laid on a single American soldier. Bring 
them into contrast with European veterans — ^you will 
see an astonishing superiority over the latter. There 
has been a strict subordination to the laws. The honor- 
able gentleman's oflice gave him an opportunity of view- 
ing if the laws were administered so as to prevent riots, 
routs, and unlawful assemblies. From his then situa- 
tion, he could have furnished us with the instances in 
which licentiousness trampled on the laws. Among all 
our troubles, we have paid almost to the last shilling, 
for the sake of justice : we have paid as well as any 
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State; I will not say better. To snpport the general 
government and our own legislature ; to pay the interest 
of the public debts, and defray contingencies, we have 
been heavily taxed. To add to these things, the dis- 
tresses produced by paper money, and by tobacco con- 
tracts, were suflScient to render any people discontented. 
These, sir, were great temptations; but in the most 
severe conflict of misfortunes, this code of laws — this 
genius of Virginia, call it what you will, triumphed 
over every thing. 

****** 

" I am constrained to make a few remarks on the ab- 
surdity of adopting this system, and relying on the 
chance of getting it amended afterwards. When it is 
confessed to be replete with defects, is it not offering to 
insult your understandings, to attempt to reason you out 
of the propriety of rejecting it, till it be amended i Does 
it not insult your judgments to tell you — adopt first, 
and then amend ? Is your rage for novelty so great, 
that you are first to sign and seal, and then to retract ? 
Is it possible to conceive a greater solecism ? I am at a 
loss what to say. You agree to bind yourselves hand 
and foot — for the sake of what? Of being unbound. 
You go into a dungeon — for what? To get out. Is 
there no danger, when you go in, that the bolts of 
federal authority shall shut you in? Human nature 
never will part from power. Look for an example of 
a voluntary relinquishment of power, from one end of 
the globe to another — you will find none. Nine-tenths 
of our fellow-men have been, and are now, depressed by 
the most intolerable slavery, in the different parts of 
the world ; because the strong hand of power has bolted 
them in the dungeon of despotism. Review the present 
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fiitaation of the nations of Europe, whicli is pretended to 
be the freest qulftrter of the globe. Cast your eyes on 
the countries called free there. Xook at the country 
from which we are descended, I beseech you; and 
although we are separated by everlasting, insuperable 
partitions, yet there are some virtuous people there who 
are friends to human nature and liberty. Look at 
Britain ; see there the bolts and bars of power; see bri- 
bery and corruption defiling the fairest mbric that ever 
human nature reared. Can a gentleman who is an En- 
glishman, or who is acquainted with the English history, 
desire to prove these evils? See the efforts of a man 
descended from a friend of America ; see the efforts of 
that man, assisted even by the king, to make reforms. 
But you find the faults too strong to be amended. Noth 
ing but bloody war can alter them. See Ireland : that 
country groaned from century to century, without get- 
ting their government amended. Previous adoption 
was the fashion there. They sent for amendments from 
time to time, but never obtained them, though pressed 
by the severest .oppression, till eighty thousand vol- 
unteers demanded them sword in hand — till the power 
of Britain was prostate ; when the American resistance 
was crowned with success. Shall we do so? If you 
judge by the experience of Ireland, you must obtain the 
amendments as early as possible. But I ask you again, 
where is the example that a government was amended 
by those who instituted it ? Where is the instance of 
the errors of a government rectified by those who 
adopted them? 

* * ^ * * * 

" Perhaps I shall be told, that I have gone through 
the regions of fancy ; that I deal in noisy exclamations 
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and mighty profesBions of patriotism. Gentlemen may 
retain their opinions ; but I look on {hat paper as the 
most fatal plan that could possibly be conceived to en- 
slave a free people. If such be your rage for novelty, 
take it and welcome; but you never shall have my 
consent. My sentiments may appear extravagant, but 
I can tell you, that a number of my fellow-citizens have 
kindred sentiments ; and I am anxious, if my country 
should come into the hands of tyranny, to exculpate my- 
self from being in any degree the cause, and to exei-t my 
faculties to the utmost to extricate her. Whether I am 
gratified or not in my beloved form of government, I 
consider that the more she is plunged into distress, the 
more it is my duty to relieve her. Whatever may be 
the result, I shall wait with patience till the day may 
come when an opportunity shall oflfer to exert myself in 
her cause. 

" But I should be led to take that man for a lunatic, 
who should tell me to run into the adoption of a govern- 
ment avowedly defective, in hopes of having it amended 
afterwards. Were I about to give away the meanest 
particle of my own property, I should act with more 
prudence and discretion. My anxiety and fears are 
great, lest America, by the adoption of this system, 
should be cast into a fathomless abyss." 



From a speech^ on the same subject^ delivered in the same plau, 

Jz*7ic24, 1788. 

" With respect to subsequent amendments, proposed 
by the worthy member, I am distressed when I hear the 
expression. It is a new one altogether, and such a one 
as stands against every idea of fortitude and manliness, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF PUBLIC SPEAKING. 143 

in the States, or any one else. Evils admitted, in order 
to be removed subsequently, and tyranny submitted to, 
in order to be excluded by a subsequent alteration, are 
things totally new to me. But I am sure he meant noth- 
ing but to amuse tlie Committee. I know his candor. 
His proposal is an idea dreadful to me. I ask — ^Does 
experience warrant such a thing from the beginning of 
the world to this day ? Do you enter into a compact of 
government fii*st, and afterwards settle the terms of the 
government? It is admitted by every one, that this is 
a compact. Although tlie Confederation be lost, it is a 
compact Constitution, or something of that nature. I 
confess, I never heard of such an idea before. It is most 
abhorrent to my mind. You endanger the tranquillity 
of your country, you stab its repose, if you accept this 
government unaltered. How are you to allay animosi- 
ties ? For such there are, great and fatal. He flatters 
me, and tells me, that I could influence the people, and 
reconcile them to it. Sir, their sentiments are as firm 
and steady as they are patriotic. Were I to ask them to 
apostatize from their native religion, they would despise 
me. They are not to be shaken in their opinions with 
respect to the propriety of preserving their rights. Tou 
never can persuade them, that it is necessary to relin- 
quish them. Were I to attempt to persuade them to 
abandon their patriotic sentiments, I should look on my- 
self as the most infamous of men. I believe it to be a 
fact, that the great body of yeomanry are in decided 
opposition to it. I may say with confidence, that, for 
nineteen counties adjacent to each other, nine-tenths of 
the people are conscientiously opposed to it. I may be 
mistaken, but I give you it as my opinion; and my 
opinion is founded on personal knowledge in some meas- 
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ure, and other good authority. I have not hunted pop- 
ularity by declaiming to injure this government. Though 
public fame might say so, it was not owing to me that 
this flame of opposition has been kindled and spread. 
These men never will pai-t with their political opinions. 
If they should see their political happiness secured to 
the latest posterity, then indeed they might agree to it. 
Subsequent amendments will not do for men of this cast. 
Do you consult the Union in proposing them? You 
may amuse them as long as you please ; but they will 
never like it You have not solid reality — the hearts 
and hands of the men who are to be governed. 

* * * ^ * * 

" Turn away from America, and consider European 
politics. The nations there, which can trouble us, are 
France, England, and Spain. But, at present, we know 
for a certainty, that those nations are engaged in very 
different pursuits from American conquests. We are 
told by our intelligent ambassador that there is no such 
danger as has been apprehended. Give me leave then 
to say, that dangers from beyond the Atlantic are ima- 
ginary. From these premises, then, it may be concluded 
that, from the creation of the world to this time, there 
never was a more fair and proper opportunity than we 
have at this day to establish such a government as will 
permanently establish the most transcendent political 
felicity. Since the revolution there has not been so 
much experience. Since then, the general interests of 
America have not been better understood, nor the Union 
more ardently loved, than at this present moment. I 
acknowledge the weakness of the old Confederation. 
Every man says that something must be done. Where 
is the moment more favorable than this ? During the 
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war, when ten thousand dangers surrounded us, Ameri- 
ca was magnanimous. What was the language of the 
little State of Maryland ? ' I will have time to consider. 
I will hold out three years. Let what may come, I will 
have time to reflect.' Magnanimity appeared every- 
where. What was the upshot? — America triumphed. 
Is there any thing to forbid us to offer these amendments 
to the other States ? K this moment goes away unim- 
proved, we shall never see its return. We now act 
under a happy system, which says, that a majority may 
alter the government when necessary. But by the paper 
proposed, a majority will forever endeavor in vain to al- 
ter it. Three-fourths may. Is not this the most promis- 
ing time for securing the necessary alterations ? Will 
you go into that government, where it is a principle, that 
a contemptible minority may prevent an alteration? 
What will be the language of the majority ? — Change 
the government. — Nay, seven-eighths of the people of 
America may wish the change ; but the minority may 
come with a Roman Veto, and object to the alteration. 
The language of a magnanimous country and of freemen 
is : Till you remove the defects, we will not accede. It 
would be in vain for me to show, that there is no dan- 
ger to prevent our obtaining those amendments, if you 
are not convinced already. If the other States will not 
agree to them, it is not an inducement to union. The 
language of this paper is not dictatorial, but merely a 
proposition for amendments. The proposition of Vir- 
ginia met with a favorable reception before. We pro- 
posed that Convention which met at Annapolis. It was 
not called dictatorial. We proposed that at Philadelphia. 
Was Virginia thought dictatorial ? But Virginia is now 
to lose her pre-eminence. Those rights of equality, to 
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which the meanest individual in the community is en- 
titled, are to bring ns down infinitely below the Dela- 
ware people. Have we not a right to say : Hear our 
propositions ? Why, sir, your slaves have a right to 
make their humble requests. Those, who are in the 
meanest occupations of human life, have a right to com- 
plain. What do we require? Not pre-eminence, but 
Batety ; that our citizens may bo able to sit down in 
peace and security under their own fig-trees. I am con- 
fident that sentiments like these will meet with unison 
in every State ; for they will wish to banish discord 
from the American soil. I am certain that the warmest 
friend of the Constitution wishes to have fewer enemies 
—fewer of those who pester and plague him with oppo- 
sition. I could not withhold from my fellow-citizens 
any thing so reasonable. I fear you will -have no Union, 
unless you remove the cause of opposition. Will you 
sit down contented with the name of Union without any 
solid foundation ?" 

Fisher Ames. 

From a speech on tha British Treaty^ delivered in the House of Represent 
atives of the U. S., April 28, 1796. 

^' On every hypothesis, therefore, the conclusion is not 
to be resisted : we are either to execute this treaty, or 
break our faith. 

" To expatiate on the value of public faith may pass 
with some men for declamation — to such men I have 
nothing to say. To others I will urge — can any circum- 
stance mark upon a people more turpitude and debase- 
ment ? Can any thing tend more to make men think 
themselves mean, or degrade to a lower point their esti- 
mation of virtue and their standard of action ? 
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" It would not merely demoralize mankind ; it tends to 
break all the ligaments of society, to dissolve that mys- 
terious charm which attracts individuals to the nation, 
and to inspire in its stead a repulsive sense of shame 
and disgust. 

" What is patriotism? Is it a narrow aifection for the 
spot where a man was born ? Are the very clods where 
we tread entitled to this ardent preference because they 
are greener ? No, sir ; this is not the character of the 
virtue, and it soars higher for its object. It is an ex- 
tended self-love, mingling with all the enjoyments of life, 
and twisting itself with the minutest filaments of the 
heart. It is thus we obey the laws of society, because 
they are the laws of virtue. In their authority we see, 
not the array of force and terror, but the venerable im- 
age of our country's honor. Every good citizen makes 
that honor his own, and cherishes it not only as precious, 
but as sacred. He is willing to risk his life in its de- 
fence, and is conscious that he gains protection while ho 
gives it. For what rights of a citizen will be deemed 
inviolable when a state renounces the principles that 
constitute their security ? Or, if his life should not be 
invaded, what would its enjoyments be in a country 
odious in the eyes of strangers and dishonored in his 
own ? Could he look with affection and veneration to 
such a country as his parent ? The sense of having one 
would die within him ; he would blush for his patriot- 
ism, if he retained any, and justly, for it would be a 
vice. He would be a banished man in his native land. 

" I see no exception to the respect that is paid among 
nations to the law of good faith K there are cases, in 
this enlightened period, when it is violated, there are 
none when it is decried. It is the philosophy of politics, 
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the religion of governments. It is observed by barba- 
rians — a whiff of tobacco smoke, or a string of beads, 
gives not merely binding force, but sanctity to treaties. 
Even in Algiers, a truce may be bought for money; but, 
"when ratified, even Algiers is too wise, or too just, to 
disown and annul its obligation. Thus, we see, neither 
the ignorance of savages, nor the principles of an asso- 
ciation for piracy and rapine, permit a nation to despise 
its engagements. If, sir, there could be a resurrection 
from the foot of the gallows, if the victims of justice 
could live again, collect together, and form a society, 
they would, however loath, soon find themselves obliged 
to make justice, that justice under which they fell, the 
fundamental law of their state. They would perceive 
it was their interest to make others respect, and they 
would therefore soon pay some respect themselves to the 
obligations of good faith. 

"It is painful, I hope it is superfluous, to make even 
the supposition, that America should furnish the occa- 
sion of this opprobrium. No ; let me not even imagine 
that a republican government, sprung, as our own is, 
from a people enlightened and uncorrupted, a govern- 
ment whose origin is right, and whose daily discipline 
is duty, can, upon solemn debate, make its option to be 
faithless — can dare to act what despots dare not avow, 
what our own example evinces, the states of Barbary are 
unsuspected of. No ; let me rather make the supposi- 
tion, that Great Britain refuses to execute the treaty, 
after we have done every thing to carry it into effect. 
Is there any language of reproach pungent enough to 
express your commentary on the fact? What would 
you say, or rather what would you not say ? Would ymi 
not tell them, wherever an Englishman might travel, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF PUBLIC SPEAKING. 149 

sliamc would stick to him — ^he would disown his coun- 
try. You would exclaim: England, proud of your 
wealth, and arrogant in the possession of power — blush 
for these distinctions, which become the vehicles of your 
dishonor. Such a nation might truly say to corruption, 
Thou art my father, and to the worm, Thou art my 
mother and my sister. We should say of such a race 
of men, their name is a heavier burden than their debt. 

" I can scarcely persuade myself to believe, that the 
consideration I have suggested requires the aid of any 
auxiliary; but, unfortunately, auxiliary arguments are 
at hand. Five millions of dollars, and probably more, 
on the score of spoliations committed on our commerce, 
depend upon the treaty : the treaty offers the only pros- 
pect of indemnity. Such redress is promised as the 
merchants place -some confidence in. Will you inter- 
pose and frustrate that hope, leaving to many families 
nothing but beggary and despair ? It is a smooth pro- 
ceeding to take a vote in this body : it takes less than 
half an hour to call the yeas and nays, and reject the 
treat}'. But what is the effect of it i What but this : 
the very men, formerly so loud for redress, such fierce 
champions, that even to ask for justice was too mean 
and too slow, now turn their capricious fury upon the 
sufferers, and say, by their vote, to them and their fami- 
lies, * No longer eat bread. Petitioners, go home and 
starve: we cannot satisfy your wrongs and our re- 
sentments.' 

" Will you pay the sufferers out of the treasury ? No. 
The answer was given two years ago, and appears on 
our journals. Will you give them letters of marque 
and reprisal, to pay themselves by force? No. That is 
war. Besides, it would be an opportunity for those who 
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have already Iqpt much to lose more. Will you go to 
war to avenge their injury ? If you do, the war will 
leave you no money to indemnify them. If it should be 
unsuccessful, you will aggravate existing evils ; if suc- 
cessful, your enemy will have no treasure left to give 
our merchants ; the first losses will be confounded with 
much greater, and be forgotten. At the end of a war 
there must be a n^otiation, which is the very point we 
have already gained ; and why relinquish it ? And who 
will be confident that the terms of the negotiation, after 
a desolating war, would be more acceptable to another 
House of Eepresentatives than the treaty before us ? 
Members and opinions may be so changed, that the 
treaty would then be rejected for being what the present 
majority say it should be. Whether we shall go on 
making treaties and refusing to execute them, I know 
not. Of this I am certain : it will be very diiSScult to 
exercise the treaty-making power, on the new prin- 
ciple, with much reputation or advantage to the country. 
* * * * * * 

"Will the tendency to Indian hostilities be contested by 
anyone? Experience gives the answer. The frontiers 
were scourged with war until the negotiation with Great 
Britain was far advanced ; and then the state of hostility 
ceased. Perhaps the public agents of both nations are 
innocent of fomenting the Indian war, and perhaps they 
are not. We ought not, however, to expect that neigh- 
boring nations, highly irritated against each other, will 
neglect the friendship of the savages. The traders will 
gain an influence and will abuse it ; and who is ignorant 
that their passions are easily raised and hardly restrained 
from violence? Their situation will oblige them to 
choose between this country and Great Britain, in case 
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the treaty should be rejected; they will not be onr 
friends, and at the same time the friends of our enemies. 

" But am I reduced to the necessity of proving tliis 
point? Certainly the very men who charged the Indian 
war on the detention of the posts, will call for no other 
proof than the recital of their own speeches. It is 
remembered with what emphasis, with what acrimony, 
they expatiated on the burden of taxes, and the drain of 
blood and treasure into the Western country, in conse- 
quence of Britain's holding the posts. ' Until the posts 
are restored,' they exclaimed, 'the treasury and the 
frontiers must bleed.' 

" If any, against all these proofs, should maintain, that 
the peace with the Indians will be stable without the 
posts, to them- I will urge another reply. From argu- 
ments calculated to produce conviction, I will appeal 
directly to the hearts of those who hear me, and ask 
whether it is not already planted there ? I resort espe- 
cially to the convictions of the Western gentlemen, 
whether, supposing no posts and no treaty, the settlers 
will remain in security. Can they take it upon them to 
say, that an Indian peace, under these circumstances, will 
prove firm ? No, sir, it will not be peace, but a sword ; 
it will be no better than a lure to draw victims within 
the reach of the tomahawk. 

" On this theme my emotions are unutterable. If I 
could find words for them, if my powers bore any pro- 
portion to my zeal, I would swell my voice to such a note 
of remonstrance, it should reach every log-house beyond 
the mountains. I would say to the inhabitants : ' Wake 
from your false security ; your cruel dangers, your more 
cruel apprehensions, are soon to be renewed ; the wounds, 
yQt unhealed, are to be torn open again ; in the daytime, 
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your path throngh the woods will be ambushed; the 
darkness of midnight will glitter with the blaze of your 
dwellings. You are a father — the blood of your sons 
shall fatten your corntield ; you are a mother — ^the war- 
whoop shall wake the sleep of the cradle.' 

" On this subject you need not suspect any deception on 
your feelings ; it is a spectacle of horror, which cannot 
be overdrawn. If you have nature in your hearts, they 
will speak a language, compared with which all I have 
said or can say will be poor and frigid. 

" Will it be whispered that the treaty has made me a 
new champion for the protection of the frontiers ? It is 
known that my voice, as well as vote, has been uniform- 
ly given in conformity with the ideas I have ex- 
pressed. Protection is the right of the frontiers ; it is 
our duty to give it. 

" Who will accuse me of wandering out of the subject ? 
Who will say that I exaggerate the tendencies of our 
measures ? Will any one answer, by a sneer, that all this 
is idle preaching? Will any one deny that we are 
bound, and I would hope to good purpose, by the most 
solemn sanctions of duty, for the vote we give? Are 
despots alone to be reproached for unfeeling indifference 
to the tears and blood of their subjects ? Are republicans 
unresponsible? Have the principles on which you 
ground the reproach upon cabinets and kings, no prac- 
tical influence, no binding force? Are they merely 
themes of idle declamation, introduced to decorate the 
morality of a newspaper essay, or to furnish pretty 
topics of harangue from the windows of that state-house ? 
I trust it is neither too presumptuous nor too late to ask 
— Can you put the dearest interest of society at risk^ 
without guilt, and without remorse ! 
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" It 18 vain to offer, as an excuse, that public men are 
not to be reproached for the evils that may happen to 
ensue from their measures. This is very true, where 
they are unforeseen or inevitable. Those I have depicted 
are not unforeseen ; they are so far from inevitable, we 
are going to bring them into being by our vote ; we 
choose the consequences, and become as justly answera- 
ble for them as for the measure that we know will pro- 
duce Ihem. 

" By rejecting the posts, we light the savage fires, we 
bind the victims. This day we undertake to render 
account to the widows and orphans whom our decision 
will make, to the wretches that will be roasted at the 
stake, to our country, and I do not deem it too serious to 
say, to conscience and to God. We are answerable; 
and if duty be any thing more than a word of imposture, 
if conscience be not a bugbear, we are preparing to make 
ourselves as wretched as our country. 

" There is no mistake in this case ; there can be none ; 
experience has already been the prophet of events, and 
the cries of our future victims have already reached us. 
The Western inhabitants are not a silent and uncomplain- 
ing sacrifice. The voice of humanity issues from the 
shade of the wilderness ; it exclaims, that while one 
hand is held up to reject this treaty, the other grasps a 
tomahawk. It summons our imagination to the scenes 
th^t will open. It is no great effort of the imagination 
to conceive that events so near are already begun. I 
can fancy that I listen to the yells of savage vengeance 
and the shrieks of torture ; already they seem to sigh in 
the Western wind ; already they mingle with every echo 
from the mountains." 
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Edward LiviNGSTOw. 

From a speech on the Alien BiU^ delivered in tfte House of RepresentaHves of 
the United States, June 19, 1798. 

" We must legislate upon facts, not on surmises ; we 
must have evidence, not vague suspicions, if we mean to 
legislate with prudence. What facts have been pro- 
duced ? What evidence has been submitted to the house ? 
I have heard, sir, of none ; but if evidence of facts could 
not be procured, at least it might have been expected, 
that reasonable cause of suspicion should be shown. 
Here, again, gentlemen are at fault ; they cannot even 
show a suspicion why aliens should be suspected. We 
have, indeed, been told that the fate of Venice, Switzer- 
land, and Batavia was produced by the interference of 
foreigners. But the instances are unfortunate ; because 
all those powers have been overcome by foreign force, or 
divided by domestic faction, not by the influence of 
aliens who resided among them ; and if any instruction 
is to be gained from the history of these republics, it is, 
that we ought to banish, not aliens, but all those citizens 
who do not approve the executive acts. This doctrine, 
I believe, gentlemen are not ready to avow ; but if this 
measure prevails, I do not think the other remote. If 
It has been proved that these governments were destroy- 
ed by the conspiracies of aliens, it yet remains to be 
shown that we are in the same situation ; or that any 
Buch plots have been detected, or are even reasonably 
suspected here. Nothing of the kind has yet been done. 
A modern Theseus, indeed, has told us, that he has pro- 
cured a clue that will enable him to penetrate the laby- 
rinth and destroy this monster of sedition. Who the fiair 
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Ariadne is, who kindly gave him the ball, he has not 
revealed ; nor, though several days have elapsed since he 
undertook the adventure, has he yet told us where the 
uionster lurks. No evidence then being produced, we 
have a right to say, that none exists; and yet we are about 
to sanction a most important act, and on what grounds ? 
— Our individual suspicions, our private fears, our over- 
heated imaginations. Seeing nothing to excite these 
suspicions, and not feeling those fears, I cannot give my 
assent to the bill, even if I did not feel a superior obli- 
gation to reject it on other grounds. 

" The first section provides, thai it shall be lawful for 
the President ' to order all such aliens as he shall judge 
dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States, 
or shall have reasonable grounds to suspect are con- 
cerned in any treasonable or secret machinations against 
the government thereof, to depart out of the United 
States, in such time as shall be expressed in such 
order^' 

".Our government, sir, is founded on the establishment 
of those principles which constitute the difference 
between a free constitution and a despotic power ; a dis- 
tribution of the legislative, executive, and judiciary pow- 
ers into several hands ; a distribution strongly marked in 
the three first and great divisions of the Constitution. 
By the first, all legislative power is given to Congress ; 
the second vests all executive functions in the President, 
and the third declares, that the judiciary powers shall 
be exercised by the supreme and inferior courts. Here, 
then, is a division of the governmental powers strongly 
marked, decisively pronounced ; and every act of one or 
all of the branches, that tends to confound these powers, 
or alter their arrangement, must be destructive of the 
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Constitution. Examine, then, sir, the bill on your table, 
and declare, whether the few lines I have repeated from 
the first section do not confound these fundamental powers 
of government, vest them all, in more unqualified terms, 
in one hand, and thus subvert the basis on which our 
liberties rest. 

" Legislative power prescribes the rule of action ; the 
judiciary power applies the general rule to particular 
cases; and it is the province of the executive to see that . 
the laws are carried into full effect. In all free govern- 
ments, these powers are exercised by different men, and 
their union in the same hand is the peculiar characteris- 
tic of despotism. If the same power that makes the Istw 
can construe it to suit his interest, and apply it to gratify 
his vengeance ; if he can go further, and execute accord- 
ing to his own passions, the judgment which he himself 
has pronounced upon his own construction of laws which 
he alone has made, what other features are wanted to 
complete the picture of tyranny ? Yet all this, and 
more, is proposed to be done by this act ; by it the Presi- 
dent alone is empowered to make the law, to fix in his 
mind what acts, what words, thougl\ts, or looks shall 
constitute the crime contemplated by the bill. He is 
not only authorized to make this law for his own con- 
duct, but to vary it at pleasure, as every gust of passion, 
every cloud of suspicion, shall agitate or darken his 
mind. The same power that formed the law then applies 
it to the guilty or innocent victim, whom its own sus- 
picions, or the secret whisper of a spy, have designated as 
its object. The President, then, having construed and 
applied it, the same President is by the bill authorized 
to execute his sentence, in case of disobedience, by im- 
prisonment during his pleasure. This, then, comes com- 
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pletely within the definition of despotism — a union of 
legislative, executive, and judicial powers. But this bill, 
sir, does not stop here ; its provisions are a refinement 
upon despotism, and present an image of the most fear- 
ful tyranny. Even in despotisms, though the monarch 
legislates, judges, and executes^ yet he legislates openly ; 
his laws though oppressive, are known ; they precede the 
offence, and every man who chooses may avoid the pen- 
alties of disobedience. Yet he judges and executes by 
proxy, and his private interests or passions do not inflame 
the mind of his deputy. 

"But here the law is so closely concealed in the same 
mind that gave it birth — ^the crime is ' exciting the sus- 
picions of the President' — that no man can tell what 
conduct will avoid that suspicion ; a careless word, per- 
haps misrepresented or never spoken, may be suflicient 
evidence ; a look may destroy ; an idle gesture may in- 
sure punishment ; no innocence can protect, no circum- 
spection can avoid the jealousy of suspicion. Sur- 
rounded by spies, informers, and all that infamous herd 
which fatten under laws like this, the unfortunate stran- 
ger will never know either of the law of accusation or 
of the judgment, until the moment it is put in execu- 
tion ; he will detest your tyranny and fly from a land of 
delators, inquisitors, and spies. This, sir, is a refine- 
ment upon the detestable contrivance of the Decem- 
virs. They hung the tables of their laws so high, that 
few could read them ; a tall man, however, might reach 
— a short one might climb and learn their contents ; 
but here the law is equally inaccessible to high and 
low, safely concealed in the breast of its author ; no 
industry or caution can penetrate this recess,'and at- 
tain a knowledge . of its provisions, nor, even if they 
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could, as the rule is not permanent, would it at all 

avail. 

^e- * * * -x- * 

" So obviously do the constitutional objections present 
themselves, that their existence cannot be denied, and 
two wretched subterfuges are resorted to, to remove 
them out of sight. In the first place, it is said, the bill 
does not contemplate the punishment of any crime, and 
therefore the provisions in the Constitution, relative to 
criminal proceedings and judiciary powers, do not apply. 
But have the gentlemen, who reason thus, read the bill, 
or is every thing forgotten, in our zealous hurry to pass 
it ? What are the offences upon which it is to operate ? 
Not only the offence of being ' suspected of being dan- 
gerous to the peace and safety of the United States,' 
but also that of being 'concerned in any treasonable or 
secret machinations against the government thereof — 
and this, we are told, is no crime. A treasonable 
machination against the government is not the subject 
of criminal jurisprudence! Good heaven !• to what ab- 
surdities does not an over-zealous attachment to par- 
ticular measures lead us ! In order to punish a particular 
act, we are forced to say, that treason is no crime, and 
plotting against our government is no offence ! And to 
support this fine hypothesis, we are obliged to plunge 
deeper into absurdity, and say, that the acts spoken of 
in tlie bill are no crimes, and therefore the penalty con- 
tained in it is not a punishment, but merely a preven- 
tion ; that is to say, we invite strangers to come amongst 
us ; we declare solemnly, that government shall not pre- 
vent them ; we entice them over by the delusive pros- 
pects of advantage ; in many parts of the Union we per- 
mit them to hold lands, and give them other advaptages 
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\rfiile they are waiting for the period at whicli we have 
promised them a full participation of all our rights. An 
unfortunate stranger, disgusted with tyranny at home, 
thinks he shall find freedom here ; he accepts our con- 
ditions ; he puts faith in our promises ; he vests his all 
in our hands; he has dissolved his former connections 
and made your country his own ; but while he is pa- 
tiently waiting the expiration of the period 'that is to 
crown the work, entitle him to all the rights of a citizen 
— the tale of a domestic spy, or tlie calumny of a secret 
enemy, draws on him the suspicions of the President, 
and, unheard, he is ordered to quit the spot he had 
selected for his retreat, the country which he liad chosen 
for his own, perhaps the family which was his only con- 
solation in life; he is ordered to retire to a country 
whose government, irritated by his renunciation of its 
authority, will receive only to punish him — and all this, 
we are told, is no pimishment ! 

****** 
" Let not gentlemen flatter themselves that the fervor 
of the moment can make the people insensible to these 
aggressions. It is an honest, noble warmth, produced 
by an indignant sense of injury. It will never, I trust, 
be extinct, while there is a proper cause to excite it. 
But the people of America, sir, though watchful against 
foreign agressions, are not careless of domestic en- 
croachment : they are as jealous, sir, of their liberties at 
home, as of the power and prosperity of their country 
abroad : they will awake to a sense of their danger. Do 
not let us flatter ourselves, then, that these measures 
will be unobserved or disregarded • do not let us be told, 
sir, that we excite a fervor against foreign aggressions 
only to establish tyranny at home ; that, like the areh- 
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traitor, we cry, * Hail Columbia I' at the moment we are 
betraying her to destruction ; that we sing out, ' Happy 
Land !' when we are plunging it in ruin and disgrace ; 
and that we are absurd enough to call ourselves ' free 
and enlightened,' while we advocate principles that 
would have disgraced the age of Gothic barbarity, and 
establish a code, compared to which the ordeal is wise, 
and the trial by battle is merciful and just.'' 
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Popular Booki aent Tree of Postage at the Prices axmezed. 
tf cBride*8 All Kinds of Dialognes. A Collection of Original 

flumoroas and Domestic Dialogues, Introdacing Yankee, French, Irish, 
Dutch, and other characters. Excellently adapted for Amateur perform, 
ance. By H. Elliott McBride. This book constitutes a second series oi 
MoBride^s Comic Dialogues, and affords an additional variety of the spirited 
dialogues and short dramatic scenes contained in the latter book. They 
are all entirely original, and develop in a marked degree the eccentricities 
and peculiarities of the various ideal, but genuine, characters which are 
represented in them. They are specially adapted for School Exhibitions 
and all other celebrations where the success or the entertainment is partly 
or entirely dependent on the efforts of the young folks. 

Illuminated Faper Cover, Price SO CtS. 

Bound in Boardis 50etB. 

Beecher*8 Recitations and Headings, HumoronR, Serious, 

I>ramatio; indnding Prose and Poetical Selections in Dutch, French, Yan- 
kee, Irish, Backwoods, Negro and other Dialects. Editedl^by Alvah C. 
Beecher. This excellent selection has been compiled to meet a growing 
demand for PuUio Headings, and contains a number of the favorite pieces 
that have been rendered with telling effect by the most popular Publio 
Headers of the present time. It includes, also, cnoice selections for Becita- 
tion, and is, therefore, admirably adapted for use at Evening Entertain- 
ments, School Celebrations, and other Festival occasions. 

16mo. Illuminated Paper Cover, Price 30 ets. 

Bound in Boards ---50 ctS. 

Day*8 Cards for Popping the ftnestion. An Origioal Gamo 

for Lovers and Sweethearts, or for Merry-Making in a Party of Young 
People. These cards are not only delightnilly useral to difSdent lovers — 
enabling them to realize deferred hopes, and cure aching hearts, but will 
make lots of fun and innocent amusement in a party of young people, often 
resulting in earnest love passages begun in sport — ^preventing shyness and 
diffidence, and promoting that healthy and easy confidence between tho 
sexes so necessary in all social meetings. The set consists of forty-two 
Cards, viz.: twenty-one questions, which are mostly earnest declarations oi 
love, and twenty-one answers, equally pithy and to the point. As soon as 
these Cards become known we feel sure that they will have an endless sale. 
3?nt up in cases, with directions for playing. Price 30 cts, 

Ved Turner's Circns Joke Book. A Collection of the best 

Jokes, Bon Mots, Repartees, Gems of "Wit, and Funny Sayings and Doings 
of the celebrated Equestrian Clown and Ethiopian Coraeaian, Ned Turner. 
Arranged and compiled by George E. Gowan. This book forms the third 
of the series by this versatile popular performer. Price 10 ctS, 

CMps firom Uncle Sam's Jack-Knife. Illustrated with over 

10(f Comical Engravings, and comprisinga oonection of over 500 Laugha- 
ble Stories, Funny Aaventures, Cfomic Poetry, Queer Conundrums, Ter- 
rific Puns, Witty Sayings, Sublime Jokes and &3ntiraental Sentences. The 
whole being a most perfect portfolio for those who love to laugh. 
Large octavo. Price 25 ets. 

Clarence Bolton. A Kew York story, with city life in all its 
phases. This is one of those fascinating tales of city life that gives an in- 
Bight into every class of society. Price 25ct3. 

Grace Weldon; or, The Pretty Milliner, This is a story about 
the Sewing Girls of Boston. Full of fun aridad venture. Any person wh» 
desires to read a lively story should not fail to get this work. 
Price 25 ets, 
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Popular Bookfl Sent Free of Postage at the Prioea annexed. 

Howard's Eeoitations, Oomic, Serious and Paihetic Being a coir 
lection of fresh Becitetiona in Prose ^nd Poetry, soitable for AnniyerBsries, 
Exhibitions, Sociables and EveniDg Parties. 180 pages. 16mo. 
Paper Ck>T6r SOctS. Bound in Boards 50ct8. 

Frost's New Book of Dialogues. Being an entirely new and 
original series of Humorons Dialogues, designed for perfbrmanoe at School 
An niversaries aod Exhibitions. 180 pages. Paper Ck>Ters 30 cts, 

' B onnd in Boards 5 Octs. 

Frost's Dialogaos for Tonng Folks. A collection of Original, 

Moral and Humorons Dialogues, adapted to the use of School and Church 

Exhibitions, Family Gatherings and Juvenile Celebrations on all occaaions. 
1 A few of the Dialogues are long enough to form a sort of little drama thai 
' will interest laore advanced scholara. while short and easy ones abound for 

the use of quite young children. Paper Cover SOctS. 

Bound in Boards, with Cloth Backs. Side in Colors 50ct8, 

Frost's Humorons and Exhibition Dialogues. This is a col- 
lection of Sprightly Original Dialogues, in Prose and Verse, intended to be 
spoken at School Exhibitions. Some of the pieces are for boys, some for 
fl^ls. while a number are designed to be used by both sexes. 180 pages. 
PaperCovera SOots. Boundin Boards 50cti 

French Self-Tanght. A new system on the most simple prin- 
ciples for Universal Self-Tuition, with English Pronunciation of every word. 
By Fbaks Thimm. Price 25ctS' 

German Self-Taught. Uniform with ** French Self-Taught.' 
By Fkakz Thimm. ^Trice 25ctE 

Spanish Self-Tanght. Uniform with « French Self-Taught 
By Fbahz Thimic Price 26ets. 

Italian Self-Tanght. Uniform with "French Self-Tanght." 
By Fkamz TancM. Price 25cts. 

Franz Thimm's Modem Languages. Being the above four 

works bound together in cloth, 16mo. Price $1.50 

The Banjo, and How to Play It. Containing, in addition to 
the Elementary Study, a choice couection of Polkas, Waltzes, Solos, Sdiiot- 
tisohes. Songs, Hornpipes, Jigs. Reels, &c. ; with full explanations of both 
the « Banjo" and "Guitar" styles of execution, and designed to impart a 
complete knowledge of the Art of Playing the Baojo practically, without the 
aid of a Teacher. ByFBANK Cokybbsb, author of the "Baj]jo without a 
Master." Kimo. Bound in Boards, with Cloth Back 50cts. 

How to Speak in Pablic ; or^ the Art of Edempore Oratory, A 
Taluable manual for those who desire to become ready, off-hand sp^kkers. 
10mo. Pa];>er Cover 25ci8 

How to Shine in Society ; or, the Science of Conversation. Con- 
taining the principles, laws, and general usages of polite society. 16mo. 
Paper Corer 25ct8. 

The Athlete's Gnide. A hand-book on Walking, Banning, and 
Bowing, giving full instructions for Training, and a Record of all the princi' 
pal events since the year 1773, with sketches of the lives of the most celebra- 
ted Athletes. By W. £. Hasdino, Ex-Champion. ISmo.doth. Price. SOcti 
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F^H^nlar Books iont S^ of Postagt at tkePlioM aaneiol 

The MiBhaps and Adventures of Obadiah Oldbuck. Where- 
in are set forth the Crossei, Chagrins, Calamities, Checks, Chills, the 
Changes, Circumgyrations, by which hia Courtship was attended. Bhowingf 
also, the issue of his suit, and his Espousal to his Lady Love. This humor« 
ousand curious book sets forth with 188 comic drawings, the misfortunes 
which befell Mr. Oldbuck : and also his live unsuccessful attempts to coiu-^ 
znit suicide — ^his hairbreadth escapes from lire, water and famine — his affec 
tion for his poor dog, etc. To look over this book will make you laugh and 
you can't help it. Price 30 cts* 

Barber's American Book of Beady-Made Speeches. Con- 
taining 159 original examples of humorous and serious Speeches, suitable 
for the following occasions: Presentation Si)eeches, Convivial Speeches. 
Festival Speeches, Addissses of Welcome, Addresses of Congratulation and 
Compliment, Pohtical Speeches, Dinner and Supper Speeches, for Clubs, 
Associations, etc. ; Trade Banquets, etc ; Off-hand Speeches on a variety 
of subjects ; together with appropriate Replies to each. To which are added, 
Uesolutions of Compliment, Congratulation and Condolence, an^ a variety 
of Toasts and Sentiments for Public and Private Entertainments. 

Paper cover. Price 50 ct«» 

Bound in boards, cloth back 75 cis* 

A]lyn*s Bitnal of Freemasonry. Containing a Complete 

Key to the following Purees: Degree of Entered Apprentice; Degtae of 
EeUow Craft ; D^^ee of Master Mason ; Degree'of Mark Master ; Degree 
of Past Master; D^^ee of Excellent Master; Degree of Roysil Aroh; 
Boyal Arch Chapter ; Degree of Royal Master; Degree of Select Master ; 
Degree of Super-Excellent Master ; D^rree of Ark and Dove ; Degree ot 
Knights of Constantinople. Degree of Secret Monitor ; Degree of Heroine 
of Jericho ; Degree of luiights of Three Kings ; Mediterranean Pass ; Order 
of Knights of the Red Cross ; Order of Knights Templar and Knights of 
Malta; Knights of the Christian Mark, and Guar^ of tbe Conclave; 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre ; The Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of 
the Cross; Secret Master; Perfect Master; Intimate Secretary; Provost 
and Judge; Intendant of the Buildings, or Master In Israel; Elected 
Knights of Nine; Elected Grand Master; Sublime Knights Elected; 
Grand Master Architect ; Ejiights of the Ninth Areh ; Grand Elect, Per- 
fect and Sublime Mason. IHustrated with 38 copper-plate engravings ; to 
Which is added, a Key to the Phi Beta Kappa, Orange, and Odd Fellows* 
Societies. By Avery AUyn, K. R. C. K. T. K M., etc. 12mo, cloth. 
'Prioe ..: «5 OO 

Charley White's Joke Book. Being a perfect Casket of 

Enn, the iiiit and o^y work of the kind ever published. Containing a fnD 
cxpo86 of all the most laughable Jokes, Witticisms, etc., as told iby the 
celebrated Ethiopian Comeman, Chables White ; with full-page illustra- 
tions of his most popular characters. 94 pages. Price ..12 cti. 

Black "Wit and Darkey Conversations. By Chaelbs 

Whitb. Containing a large collection of laughable Anecdotes, Jokes, 
Stories, Witticisms, and Darkey Conversations. Illustrated with cuts of 
the comedian in his best delineations 12 cts. 

r, Future Fate foretold 
^hagoras to the Questions of 
Qfe's Destiny. Derived from the Mystic Kumoers and Letters of the 
Planets. Containing the Emblematio and Mystical Wheel of Fortune and 
Fate, beautifolly colored. Also, containing the Moon's good and evil influ- 
ences on Mankind, compiled firom the most ancient authorities, by the 
Astrologer of the 19th Century. 16mo, 115 pages. Illuminated paper 

SO cts. 



Mother Shipton's Fortune Teller ; or, 

by the Planet*. Being the 900 Answers of Pytha^ 
Life's Desthiy. Derived from the Mystic Kum 
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Popnlur "BwikB tent Tree of Poitasent fhe Prieei axmezed. 
Day*8 Book-keemnff Without a Master. Contaiiiing the 



Budhnents of Book4Eeepng in Single and Double Sktrr, together xnth the 
proper Forms and Bnles for opening and keeping CondenBed and General 
fiook Accounta. This work ia printed in a beautfliil script tjrpe, and hence 
combines the adyantages of a handsome style of writing with its very sim- 
plo and easily understood lessons in Book-keeping. It presents B^fac^mUe 
of a handsomely written set of account book»— on a small scale, it is true, 
but very neat and pretty. Tliis will enable the learner to improye his 
hand-wntin^, while perfecting himself as an expert, or first-class account- 
ant — ^which IS done by frequent practice. The book exhibits all the differ- 
( ent forms of Accounts. Balance Sheets, Trial-Balance. Commercial and 
/ Monetary Letters, Drafts, Kotes, Credits, Orders, Inquiries, Beplies, etc., 
etc., arranged in the script type exactly as they shoula be written for busi- 
ness purposes. This feature makes the work inyaluable as a book of refer- 
ence. The seyeral pages haye explanations at the bottom, to assist the 
learner, in small type. As a pattern for opening book-accounts it is especi- 
ally yaluable— pamculariy for those who are not well posted in the art. 
Day's Book-kkbpdio is the sise of a regular quarto Account Book, and is 
made to lie flat open, for conyenience in use. JE*rice 50 Ctl* 

Blank Books for Day's Book-keeping. We have for sale 

Books of 96j>age8 each, ruled according to^he patterns mentioned on jHige 
3 of Day's Book-keepino, suitable for practice of the learner, yis. : No. 1 — 



For General Book-keepii^, pages 4 and 5 ; for Cash Account on page 13 ; 
for Day Book in Single Entry, pages 15 to 25. No 2— For Condensed Ao- 
oounts, pages 9 and 10 ; for Cash Accounts, page 12 ; for Journal in Double 



Sntry, pages 34 to 43. No. 3— For Ledgers in DouUe or Single Entry, 
pages 26 to 44. Price, each 50 Cto. 

How to Write a Composition. This original work will 

be found a yaluable aid in writing a composition on any topic. It lays 
down plain directions for the diyision of a suc(]ect into its appropriate heads, 
and for arranging them in their natural order, commencing with the simplest 
theme and aayancing progressiyely to the treatment of more complicated 
subjects. The use of tnis excellent hand-book will saye the student the 
many hours of labor too often wasted in trying to write a plain compocdtion. 
It affords a perfect skeleton of each sublect, with its heading or oiyisions 
clearly defined, and each heading filled m with the ideas which the subject 
su^ests ; so that all the writer has to do, in order to produce a good com- 
posuion, is to enlarge on them to suit his taste and inclination. 
Bound in boards, cloth back. Price. 50 Cts. 

Nngent's Buriesqne and Mnsioal Aotinff Oiarades. Contain- 
ing ten Charades, all in different styles, two of which are easy and effeotiye 
Comic Parlor Operas, with Music and Pianoforte Acoompanimoits. These 
Plays require no scenery, and the dialogue is short, witty, and easy to leaa-n. 
To each Charade will be found an introductory note, containing hmts for its 

performance. Paper cover. Price 30 Cts. 

Bound in boards, doth back 50 Ctl. 

Snipsnaps and Snickerings of Simon Snodgrass. These 

f mmy and amusing stories are illustratiye of Irish DroUeries, Ludicrous Dutch 
Blunders, Yankee Tricks and Dodges, Backwoods Boasting, Negro Comi- 
calities, Perilous Pranks of Fighting Men, Frenchmen's Queer Mistakes, 
and other phases of eccentric character to make a complete Medley of Wit 
andHumor. Full of funny engrayings. Price 25etB> 

The Strange and Wonderfnl Adventures of Bachelor But- 
terfly, Showing his Hairbreadth Escapes from fire and cold — 
his being come oyer by a Widow with nine small children— and his firm 
endurance of these and other perils of a most extraordinary nature. The 
wlifliB illustrated by about 900 engrayings. Price SOotf. 



vGooqIc 



gl 



Popnlar Booki Bent Free of Portage at the Prioeg annozed. 
The Art and Etiquette of Making Love. A Manual of Love, 

Courtship and Matrimony. Containing sensible advice in relation to all the 
delicate situations and perplexing cironmstanoes incidental to the tender 
passion from the commencement of a conrtship nntil after marriage ; to- 
gether with the duties to be fulfilled and the points of etiquette to oe ob- 
served bj bridesmaids and groomsmen, and all other details of the 
wedding ceremony ; with many curious things concerning matrimony and 
its oonseauences ; including a complete system of love telegraphy and hand- 
kerchief nirtations, and a choice collection of sensible letters, suitable for all 
the contingencies of love and courtship ; also, practical remarks on bashfnl- 
ness, its prevention and cure. If young ladies or gentlemen want to know: 

How to cure haahfuLne9»^ 

How to eommencB a eourtship. 

How to carry on a handkerchief flirtation^ 

How to please a sweetheart or lover ^ 

How to wrUe a love-letter, 

How to *'pop the question" 

How to act before and after a proposal, 

How to accept or r^t a proposal. 

How to break off an efnga^ement. 

How to act after an engagement, • 

How to act as bridesmaia or groomsman, 

How the etiquette of a wedding and the after reception should he observed. 
And in fact, how to fulfill every duty, and meet every oontingenc:^ connect«a 
with courtship and matrimony, they will find it all dearly explained in this 

book. Large 16mo., 176 pages, paper cover. Price 30 Cts. 

Bound in boards, doth back. Pnce 50 Cts. 

The Amateur Trapper and Trap-Maker's Guide, a com- 
plete and carefully prepared treatise on tiie art of Trapping, Snaring and 
Netting ; containing plain directions for oonstmcting the most approved 
Traps, Snares, Nets, and' Dead- Falls ; the best methods of applying them to 
their various purposes ; and the most successftil Baits for attracting all kinds 
of Animals, Birds, &o., with their spedal uses in each case; introducing, also, 
practical receipts for preparing Skins and Furs for Market, and for Tanning 
them for future use ; with oondse but comprehensive instructions for Pre- 
flerving and Stuffing specimens of Birds and Animals in the most natural and 
durable manner. The entire work is based on the experience of the most 
suocessftd Trappers, and on information derived from other authentic pro- 
fessional sources. By Stanley Harding. This comprehensive work is 
embellished with fifty well drawn and engraved illnstrations ; and these, 
together with the clear explanations which accompany them, will enable 
anybody of moderate comprehension to make and set any of the traps de- 
scribed. It also gives the baits usually employed by the most snccessful 
Hunters and Trappers, and exposes their secret methods of attracting and 
catching animals, oirds, &o., with scarcdy a possibility of failure. Large 

16mo., paper covers. Price • 50 Cte. 

Bound m boards, doth back 75ets. 

Very Little Dialogpies for Very Little Folks. Containing 

forty-seven new and original dialogues, with short and easy i>art8, almost 
entirely in words of one syllable, suited to the capacity and comprehension 
of very young children. This work has been issued because it was demanded 
by thousands of parents and teachers who have long felt the need of such a 
book. There are plenty of little boys and girls who want to " speak a 
piece," and here is a book ftall of exactly what they require— short and easy 
oialc^es, made up of short, easy parts, oh subjects that their little minds 
can thoroughly understand, so that the speakers will find no difficulty in 
committing their respective parts to memory, even before they have learned 

toread. Papercovers. Price 30 cts, 

Boond in boards, doth back ^ «« 60ctB« 
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Popular Book! lent Free of Festage at the Frieee annexed. 
Howard's Book of Drawingf-Eoom Theatricals. A collect 

tion of twelve short and amusing plays in one act and one scene, specially 
adapted for private performances; with practical directions, lor theiz 
preparation and management. Some of tne plays are adapted for per* 
formers of one sex only. This book is just what is wanted by those who 
purpose getting up an entertainment of private theatricals : it contains all 
the necessary instructions for insuring complete success. 180 pages. 

Paper cover. Price , 30 ct^ 

Bound in boaida with doth back 50 cts^ 

Hudson's Private Theatricals for Home Performance. A 

collection of Humorous Plays suitable for an Amateur Entertainment, with 
directions how to carry out a performance successfully. Some of the x^% « 
in this collection are adapted for performance by males only, others require 
only females for the cast, and all of them are in one scene and one act, and 
may be represented in any moderate sized parlor, without much prepara* 
tion of costume or scenery. 180 pages. 

Paper covers. Price 80 cti* 

Bound in boards with clotik back ".,,, 50ets* 

♦ 

The Art of Dressing "Well. By Miss S. A. Frost. This 

book is designed for ladies and ]|;entlemen who desire to make a favorable 
impression upon society, and is intended to meet the requirements of any 
season, place, or time ; to offer such sun^tions as will bo valuable to tho8e 
iust entering society ; to brides, for whose guidance a comi>lete trousseau 
IS described ; to i>ersozis in moumin? ; indeed, to every individual who pays 
attention to the important objects of economy, style, and propriety of cos- 
tume. 188 pages. 

Paper covers. Price 80 ot» 

Bound in boards, cloth back 50 ctS- 

How to Amnse an Evening Party. A complete collection 

of Homo Recreations, including Bound Games, Forfeits^ Parlor Magio^ 
Puzzles, and (Jomio Diversions ; together with a great variety of Scientiiic 
Recreations and Evening Amusements. Profusely illustrated with nearly 
two hundred fine woodcuts. Here is family amusement for the million. 
Here is parlor or drawing-room entertainment, night after night, loir a 
whole winter. A young man with this volume may render himself the beau 
ideal of a delightful companion at every party. He may take the lead in 
amusing the company, and win the hearts of all the ladies, and charm away 
the obduracy of the sioniest-hearted parent, by his powers of entertainment. 

Bound in ornamental pax)er cover. Price « 30 cts. 

Bound in boards, with cloth back &0ct8> 

tfartine's Droll Dialo^es and Langhable Recitations. 

Bv Arthur Marline, author of ** Martine's Letter- Writer," etc, etc A 
collection of Humorous Dialogues, Comic Recitations, Brilliant Burlesquesy 
Spirited Stump Speeches, and Ludicrous Farces, adapted for School Cele* 
brations and Home Amiisement 188 pages. 

Papercovers. Price....'. 80 Cti* 

bound in boards, with doth buck 50ctik 

Frost's Hnmorons and Exhibition Sialogaes This is a 

collection of sprightly ori^nal Dialogues, in Prose am Verse, intended to 
be spoken at School Exhibitions. Some of the pieces are for boys, some for 
girli^ while a number are designed to be used by both sexes. The Dialogues 
are all good, and will recommend thenuselves to those who desire to have 
innocent fun— the prevailing feature at a school celebration. 180 jwges. 

Papercover. Price •••30 eti> 

Vouad in boArds lOeti 
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Po ptaar Booka lent Free of Portage at the Frices anneied. 

What Shall We Do To-Night? or, Social Amusements fo/f 
livening Parties. Tliii Elegant Book afi'ords an almost inexhaustible 
fiind of Amusement for Eyeuiug Parties, Social Gatherings, and all Ee0> 
tire Occasions, ingeniously grouped together so as to furnisn complete and 
ever-vcryijjg entertainment for Twenty-nix Bveningg. Its repeitoire emi 
braces all the best Bound and Forfeit Games, clearly described and ren- 
dered perfectly plain by original and amusing examples ; interspersed witb. 
a great yariety of In^nious Puzzles, Entertaining Tricks, and Innocent 
S^ ; new and origmal MusicaX and Poetical Pastimes, Startling lUo- 
sions, and If irth-proToking Exhibitions ; including complete directions and 
text for performing CharadeSy Tableaux, Parlor Pantomimes, the world- 
renowned Punch and Judy, OaUanty Shows, and original Shadow Panto-' 
mimes ; also, full information for the successful performance of DramaHa 
Diaiogues and Parlor Theatricals, with a selection of Original Plays, eto- 
written expressly for this work. It is embellished with over one hundred 
descriptive and explanatory engravings, and contains 366 pages, printed 
on fine toned paper. 12mo, Doxmd in extra dotb. $2.00 

How To Conduct a Debate* A Series of Complete Debates, 
Outlines of Debates, and Questions for Discussion ; witb references to the 
best sources of information on each particular topic. In the Complete 
Debates, the questions for discussion are defined, the debate formally 
opened, an array of brilliant arguments adduced on either side, and the 
debate closed according to Paruamentory usages. The second part con* 
tists of Questions for Debato, witii heads of arguments, for and against^ 
given in a condensed form for tho speakers to enlarge upon to suit thehr 
own fancy. In addition to these are a large collection of good Debatable 
Questions. The authorities, to be referred to for information, being giveq 
at the close of every debate, throughout the work. By Frederic Bowton. 

232 pages, 16mo, paper cover 60 Cta» 

Bound in boards, cloth back ••• •>..75 Oti> 

XcBride's Comic Sialogries for School Exhibitions and Lit'' 
erary Entertainments. A collection of original Humorous Dialogues, eSt 
pecially designed for the development and display of Amateur Drnmatio 
Talent, and introducing a variety of sentimental, sprightly, comic, and 
genuine Yankee characters. By £[. Elliott McBnde. 16mo, illuminated 

paper cover • 30 Ota 

Bound in boards • 60 oti. 

The Fireside Magician; or, The Art of Natural Magic made 
Easy— being a famili^ and scientific explanation of Legei'deraain, Phjsi- 
oal Amusement, Recreative Chemistry, Diversions with Cards, and of all 
the minor mysteries of Mechanioal Magic, with feats as performed in pub- 
lic by Herr Alexander and Bobert Houdin. 133 pages, 16mo, illuminated 

paper cover 80 cts. 

Bound in boards, oloth back 60 OtI. 

Frost's Ongdnal Letter-Writer, ^^ Lu'^^ <^^^ By-Laws of 

American mdety Combined. Being a complete colleotion of original 
Letters and Notes upon every imaginable subject of everyday life, and a 
condensed but thorough treatise on Etiquette, and its usages in America. 
This work inclndes a dictionary of synonyms especially adapted for the use 
of oorrespondents. By S. A. Erost IGmo, 378 pages, extra cloth, 
gilt $1.60 

Eow's Complete Fractional Seady Reckoner. For buy- 
ing and selling anv kind of merchandise, giving the fractional parts of m 
pound, yard, etc., from one quarter to one thousand, at any price from one- 
f uarter of a cent to five dollars. By Nelaoa Bow. 
l6no, S83 pagea. Bearda.. .*..,•, ...... .,.„••«• M eta 
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Popular Books tent Freo of Postage at the Prices axmezed. 

Brudder Bones' Book of Stump Speeches and Bnrlesqne 

Orati<niS. Also containing Humorous Lectures, Ethiopian Bialc^ues, Plan* 
tatioQ ^>oene8f Negro Farces and Burlesques^ Laughable Interludes and Com- 
ic Recitations, interspersed with Dutch, insh, French and Yankee gtorics. 
Ck>mpiled and edited by John F. Bcott. This book contains some of the 
beet hits of the leading negro delineators of the present time, as well as 
mirth-proToking jokes and rex>artees of the most celebrated End-Men of the 
day, and specially designed for the introduction of fun in an evening^s en> 

tertainment. Pa^r covers. Price ••oOctsJ 

Bound in boardB, illuminated 50ctsi 

frost's Original Letter-Writer. A complete collection of 

* Original Letters and Notes, upon every imaginable subject of Everv-Daf 
Life, with plain directions about everything connected with writing a letter.' 
Containing Letters of Introduction, Letters on Business, Letters answering 
Advertisements, Letters of Recommendation. Applications for Employment 
Letters of Ck>nflnratulation, of Ck>ndolence, of Friendship and Relationship, 
Love Letters, Notes of Invitation, Notes Accompanying Gifts, Letters of 
Favor, of Advice, and Letters of Excuse, together with an appropriate 
answer to each. The whole embracing three hundred letters and notes. By 
B. A, Frost, author of " The Parlor Stage,*' " Dialogues for Young Folks,^' 
etc To which is added a comprehensive Table of Synonyms alone worth 
double the price asked for the book. This work is not a rehash of English 
writers, but is entirelv practical and original, and suited to the wants ot the 
American public, we assure our readers that it is the best collection of 
letters ever published in this country. Bound in boards, cloth back, with 
illuminated sides. Price 50otB. 

Inquire Within for Anything you Want to Kruno ; or^ Over 
8,700 F04Ai for the People, *' Inquire "Within " is one of the most valuable 
and extraordinary volumes ever presented to the American public, and 
embodies nearly 4,000 facts, in most of which any person will find instruc- 
tion, aid and entertainment. It contains so many valuable recipes, that 
an enumeration of them requires teventy-lvM columnt •/ fine type for the 
index. Ulustntted. 436 large pages. Price $150 

The Sociable; or, One Thousand and One Home Amusements. 
Containing Acting Proverbs, Dramatic Charades, Acting Charades,Tableauz 
Yivants, Parlor €hitmes and Parlor Magic, and a choice collaction of Puzzles, 
etc., illustrated with nearlv 300 Engravixka and Diagrams, the whole being 
a fund of never-ending entertainment. Bv the author of the " Magician's 
Own Book." Nearly 400 pages, 12 mo. cloth, gilt side stamp. Price, .gl 50 

Martinets Hand-Book of Etiqnette and Guide to True Po- 

UteneSB. A complete Manual for all those who desire to understand good 
rae<iding, the customs of good society, and to avoid incorrect and vulgar 
habits. Containing clear and comprehensive directions for correct manners, 
conversation, dr^s, introductions, rules for good behavior at Dini^r Parties 
and the table, with hints on wine and carving at the table ; together with 
Etiquette of the Ball and Assembly Room, Evening Partieo, and the usagea 
to be observed when visiting or receiving calls; deportment in the street 
and when travelling. To which is added the Etiquette of Courtship an4 

Marriafre. Bound m boards, with cloth back. Price aOctll 

Bound in cloth, gilt side • •75otSi 

Day*s American Ready-Reckoner, containing Tables for 

rapid calculations of Aggregate Values, Wages, Salaries, Board, Interest 
Money, &c., &c. Also, Tables of Timber, Plank, Board and Log Measure- 
ments, with full explanations how to measure them, either by the squart 
loot (board measure), cubic foot (timber measure), &c. Bound in boards. 

Priee 50 cts 

Wiad in <4oth •••••• 75««» 
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Fopvlar Books sexit Free of Postage at tlie Prices anaesed. 
Xartme's Letter-writer and Etiquette Combined. For* 

the use of Ladies aud Gentlemen. 12mo., cloth, ^It side and back. A 
great many books have been printed on the subject of etiquette and cor- 
rect behavior in society, but none of them are sufficiently comprehensire 
and matter-of-fact enough to suit the class of people uho may be called 
now beginners in fashionable life. This book is entirely di£^rent from 
others in that respect. It explains in a ^lain, common-sense way, precisely 
how to conduct yourself in every position in society. This book also contains 
over 300 sensible letters and notes suitable to every occasion in life, and is 
probably the l>est treatise on Letter-writing that has ever been printed. Ifc 
gives easily understood directions that are brief and to the point It has 
some excellent model letters of friendship and business, and its model 
Love Letters are nnequaled. If anv lady or gentleman desires to know 
bow to begin a love correspondence, tnis is just the book they want. This 
Tcdume contains the same matter as " Martme's Hand-book of Etiquette,'* 
and " Martine's Sensible Letter-writer," and, in fact, combines those two 
books bound together in one substantial volume of 373 pages $1 60 

Bow's National Wages Tables. Showing at a glance the 
amount of WM^es, from half an hour to sixty hours, at from $1 to $37 per 
-week. Also from one-quarter of a day to four weeks, at |1 to $37 per 
per week. By Kelson Kow. By this Dook, which is particularly nseftil 
when part of a week, day, or hour is lost, a large pay-roll can be made out 
in a few minutes, thus saving more time in making out one pay-roll than 
the cost of the book. Every employer hiring help by the hour, day or 
week, should ^t a copy ; and every employee should also obtain one, tm 
it will enable hun to know exactly the amount of money he is entitled to oa 

pay-da/. 12mo, 80 pages. Half bound. 50 Ots. 

Cloth 75 Ots. 

RoanTnok $L00 

The Yonng Reporter ; or. How to Write Short-Hand, A com- 
idete Phonographio Teacher, intended to afford thorough instruction to 
those who have not the assistance of an Oral Teacher. By the aid of 
this work, any person of the most ordinary intelligence may learn to write 
Short-Hand, and report Speeches and Sermons in a short time. Bound in 
boards, witholoth back. 50 ots. 

The Yankee Cook Book. -^ New System of Cookery. Con- 
tainincr hundreds of excellent receipts tram actual experience in Cooking : 
also, mil explanations in the art of Carving. 126 pages. Hlominated 

paper cover SO Cts. 

Bound in boards, doth back 50 Ots. 

Mother Shipton's Oriental Dream Book. Being a reliable 

Interpretation of Dreams, Visions, Apparitions, etc. Together with a his- 
tory of remarkable Dreams, proven true as interpreted. Collected and ar- 
ranged from the most celebrated Masters. 16mo, 118 pages. Illuminated 
paper cover SO ctS. 

Jack Johnson's Jokes for the Jolly. A coll«ption of Ajs- 

tonishing Anecdotes, Weird Witticisms, Side-Splitting Stories, and 
Mirthful Morsels for the Melancholy. Providing a sure solace for sad- 
ness, a balm forj the blues, and an active antidote against aU achea 
128 pages, 16mo. Hlnmioated paper oover 25 ots. 

Pay's Conversation Cards. -4 New Original Set, Compria* 
ing Eighteen Qu««tion« and Twenty-four Amwere, »o arranged that th* 
whole of the Anewers are Apt Replies to each one of the Eighteen Qtteetione, 
The Set comprises forty-two Cards in the aggregate, whioh are pnt up in 
a handsome case* with printed directions tor ase 90 Ctm 
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P^pcOar Booki sent Ftm of Postage at the Prioef axmexaA. 
The Amencan Home Cook Book. Oontainmg several haB<. 

died excellent Recipes. The whole based on man;^ years' experience ot an 
American Houiewile. Illustrated with Engravings. All the Becipes in 
this book are written from actuiu experiments iu Cooking. There are no 
copyings from theoretical cooking recipes. 

Bound in boards, cloth back. Price SOctib 

Bound in paper oovecB. Prioe 30et& 

Amateur Theatricals and Fairy-Tale Dramas. A collection 

of orinnal plft^ expressly designed for Drawing-room performance. £ j* 
8. A. Frost. This work is designed to meet a want, which has .been long 
felt, of short and amusing pieces suitable to the limited stage of the private 
parlor. The old friends of fairy-land will be recognized among the Fairy- 
Tale Dramas, newly clothed and arranged. 

Paper covers. Price 80 cts* 

Bound in boards, with doth back 50 eta. 

Parlor Tricks with Cards. Containing explanations of 

Tricks and Deceptions with Playing Cards, embracing Tricks with Cards 
performed by Sleight-of-hand, by the aid of Memory, Mental Calculation 
and Arrangement of the Cards, by the aid of Confederacy; and Tricxa 
performed by the aid of Prepared Cards. The whole illustrated and made 
plain and easy, with 70 engravings. This book is an abridgment of our 
large work, entitled " The Secret Out." 

Paper covers. Price ^80 ctB> 

Bcmnd in boards, with cloth back.. ^ 50 Gt8> 

Chesterfield's Letter-writer and Complete Book of £ti- 

OHettej OTt Concise, Systematic IHnetioni for Arranffing and Writing LetUrt^ 
Also, Model Correspondence In Friendship and Business, and a great variety 
of Model Love Letters. This work is also a Complete Book of Etiquette. 
There is more real information in this book than in half a dozen volumes 
of the most expensive ones. 
Bound in boards, with cloth back. Price SSotS, 

Frank Converse's Complete Banjo Instructor. Without a 

Master. Containing a choice collection of Banjo Solos, Hornpipes, Beels. 
Jigs, Walk Arounds, Songs, and Banjo Stories, progressively arranged ana 
plainly explained. Bound in boards, with doth back. Price gO CtS, 

The Magician's Own Book. Containing several hundred 
amusing Sleight-of-hand and Card Tricks, Perplexing Puzzles, Entertain- 
ing Tricks and Secret Writing Explained. Illustrated with over 500 wood 
engravings. 12mo., cloth, gilt side and back stamp. Price $1 50 

Vorth's Book of Love Letters. "With Directions how to 

write and when to use them, and 120 specimen Letters, suitable lor Lovers 
of any age and condition, and under all circumstances. Interspersed with 
the author's comments thereon. The whole forming a convenient hand> 
book of valuable information and counsel for the use of those who need 
fciendly guidance and advice in matters of Love, Courtship and Marriage. 
By Imooldsby North. This book is recommended to all who are ft:om any 
cause in doubt as to the manner in which they should write or reply to let- 
ters upon love and coturtship. The reader will be aided in his thoughts— h« 
will see where he is likely to please and where to displease, how to begin 
and how to end his letter, and how to judge of those nice shades of exprea- 
sion and feeling concerning which a few mistaken expressions may create 
misunderstanding. All who wish not only to copy a love letter, but to leam 
the art of writing them, will find North's Dook a very pleasant, sensible and 
friendly companion. It is an additional recommendation that the variety 

offered is very large. Qoth. Price..;.... 75 cti; 

Bound iu boaxda ^ • t.»ftff»ff.tt«Mftfit* SOoCft 
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Popular Books se nt Itee of Pfgtage at the Frioos annexed, 
fhe Courtship and Adventures of Jonathan Homebred; 

«•, The .^o,peiand Escapes of a Live Yankee. Beautifully Illustrated. 
12mo., cloth. This book is printed in handsome style, on eood iiaDer. and 
"With amusing engravings. ii»F *» »"« 

^^ $151 

The Wizard of the North's -Hand-Book of Natural 

MagW. Being a series of the Newest Tiicks of Deception, arranjred for 
W^JS^ ^e nSIS! °^ ^^ ^^* ^^ ^ro^essor J. H. Ande^on, the great 
^'^ •/••"• • '• 25ctfc 

Ihe EncyclopsBdia of Popular Songs. Being a compila- 
tion of all the new and fashionable Patriotic, Sentimental, Ethiopian. 
Humorous, Comic and Convivial Songs, the whole comprising over 400 

12mo., doth, gilt. Price ^ 2f 

Tony Pastor's Book of 600 Comic Songs and Speeches. 

Being an entire coUection of all the Humorous Songs, Stump Speeches. 
Burlesque Orations, Funny Scenes, Comic Duets, Diverting DiJogui, a3 
Local Lyncs, as sung and given by the unrivaled Comic Vocalist and Stumii 
(Orator, Tony Pastoe. i>^«»**uB 
Bound in boardf, doth back SlvOO 

Yale College Scrapes ; or, How the Boys Go It at Nem Raven. 
This is a book of 114 pages, containing accounts of all the noted and fi*- 
mous " Scrapes " and " Sprees," of which students at Old Tale have bees 
guiJ.ty for the last quarter of a century. 

^^*^ 25cte. 

The Comio English Grammar; or, A Compute Orammar qf 

our Langvage, vnth Comic ExcmvpUs, Illustrated with about fifty engrav- 
iJttgs. Price 25 da 

The Comical Adventures of David Dufficks. Illustrated 

with over one hundred Funny Engravings. Lai^ octavo. 

^°« 25cti. 

Anecdotes of Love. Being a true account of the most re- 
markable events ooameoted with the History of Love in all Ages and among 
all Nations. By Loz^Montez, Countess of Landsieldt. 
Large 12mo.,dotli. W^» gl 50 

Tony Pastor's Oomplete Budget of Comic Songs. Con- 
taining a oompLeto ttdlection of the New and Ori^al Songs, Burlesque 
Orations, Stump Speodi'^'-', Comic Dialogues, Pathetic Ballads, as sung and 

S'ven by the celel»ated '/ jcalist, Tont Pastob. 
toth, gilt. Price ..»»o ....fl 25 

Ihe Laughable Adventures of Messrs. Brown, Jones and 

Bobinson. Showing where they went and how they went : what they did 

and how they did it. With nearly two hundred most thrillingly comic 

engravings. 

I*™^ 80 Ota 

De Walden*s Ball-Bx)om Companion; <»*, Dancing Mad* 

Xjasy. A collection of the Fashionable Drawing-Boom Dances, with full 
directions for dancing all the flgures of ♦♦ The German." By Emile DeWai/ 
oxw. Professor of Dapoing. Bound in boards, doth back 50eti 
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Popolar Song Books, tent Free of Poetag% Moe T^n Gente ea^ 
NEW SONO BOOKS. 

This list of Bong Books coaUina all kinds of SonRs, embracing Love, Senti* 

SentaU Ittiiopian, Scotch, Irish, OonTivial, Comic, Patriotic, Pathetic, and 
utch So^R, besides a great variety of Stump Speeches. Burlesque Orations, 
Plantation Scenes, Irish, Dutch, and Yankee Stories, Comio Becitationa, fiv 
nundrums and Toasts. 

BARRV BICHMOND'S MT YOUNG WIPB AND I SONGSTBB 10 Ota 

BARRY ROBINSON'S DON'T YOU WISH YOU WAS ME SONGSTBR.10 •• 

JOHNNY WILD'S WHAT AM I DOING SONGSTER 10" 

BUBLL'S KU-KLUX-KLAN SONGSTER 10 •• 

FRANK KERN'S PRETKTY LITTLB DEAR SONGSTER 10 - 

HABBY RICHMOND'S NOT-POB-JOSEPH SONQSTEB lO " 

DA VB BBED'S SALLY-COME- UP SONGSTBB 10 •• 

THE ROOTLB-TUM TOOTLE-TUM TAY SONGSTER 10 •• 

BAM SLICK'S YANKEE SONGSTER 10 •• 

CHAMPAGNE CHARLEY SONGSTER 10 •• 

^iiiNNY ENGEL'S DEAR LITTLB SHAMROCK SONGSTER X> *• 

BILLY EMERSON'S NEW COMIO SONGSTER 10 •• 

BERRY'S LAUGH AND GROW PAT SONGSTER 10 " 

TONY PASTOR'S BOWEBY SONGSTER 10 " 

TONY PASTOR'S WATER-FALL SONGSTER 10 ♦* 

TONY PASTOR'S 444 COMBINATION SONGSTBB 10 •* 

TONY PASTOB'S OPERA-HOUSE SONGSTER 10 •• 

TONY PASTOR'S CARTE DB VISITE SONGSTBB 10 *• 

TONY PASTOR'S GREAT SENSATION SONGSTER 10 ** 

TONY PASTO]fl'S OWN COMIO VOCALIST 10 •• 

TONY PASTOR'S COMIO IRISH SONQSTEB 10 " 

TONY PASTOR'S COMIO SONGSTER 10 »• 

TONY PASTOR'S UNION SONGSTER 10 •• 

PADDY'S THE BOY SONGSTER lO" 

BONNY DUNDEE SONGSTER 10 »» 

WILL CARLETON'S DANDY PAT SONGSTER 10 h* 

BILLY EMERSON'S NANCY PAT BONQSTER 10 - 

HOOLErS OPERA HOUSE SO/^GSTER 10 " 

SAM SHARPLBrS IRON-CLAD SONGSTER 10 " 

JOE ENGLISH'S COMIC IRISH SONGSTER 10 " 

BODY MAGUIRE'S COMIO VARIETY SONGSTBB .', 10 " 

HARRY PELL'S EBONY SONGSTER 10 •• 

PRANK BROWER'S BLACK DIAMOND SONGSTER. 10 *• 

FRANK CONVERSE'S OLD CREMONA SONGSTER 10 •• 

NELSB SEYMOUR'S BIG SHOE SONGSTER 10 " 

tHB LANIGAN'S BALL SONGSTBB 10 *• 

TOM MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES 10 •• 

BILLY HOLMES' COMIC LOCALLYBICS 10 *• 

FATTIB STEWART'S COMIC SONGSTER 10 " 

CHRISTY'S BONES AND BANJO SONGSTER. 10 *• 

GEORGE CHRISTY'S ESSENCE OF OLD KENTUCKY 10 ** 

PHRISTrS NEW SONGSTER AND BLACK JOKBB 10 - 

THE CONVIVIAL SONGSTER 10 •• 

HEART AND HOME SONGSTER 10 •• 

BOB HART'S PLANTATION SONGSTER 10 " 

^.LLY BIRCH'S ETHIOPIAN SONGSTER 10 *• 

S SB SHAMROCK; OR, SON68 OF IBELAUD 10 ** 
ARRISON'S COMIC SONGSTER 10 *• 

THE CAMP-FIRE SONG BOOK 10 »• 

THE CHABLEY O'MALLEY IRISH SONGSTER 10 *• 

FRED MAY'S COMIC IRISH SONGSTER 10 •• 

*HB LOVE AND SENTIMENTAL SONGSTER 10 '* 

THE IRISH BOY AND YANKEE GIRL SONGSTER 10 »» 

THE FRISKY IRISH SONGSTER 10 *• 

GtJS SHAW'S V^OMIO SONGSTER 10 *• 

WOOD'S MINSTREL BONO BOOK , 10 *• 

WOOD'S KBW PLANTATION MELODIES ^.JA " 
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Bopnlar Boobi oent Jliee of Postage at the Prloef annexed. 
Bpayth's Draughts ox Checkers for Begiimers. Being a 

oompcehensiTe Guide for those who desire to learn the Game. This treatise 
was written by Henst 8payth, the celebrated player, and is by far the 
most complete and instructive elementary work on Draughts ever^blished. 
It is profuselv- illustrated with diagrams of ingenious stratagems^ curious 
positions, ana perptezing problems, and contuns a great variety of inter- 
esting and iiwtructive Games, progressively arranged and clearly explained 
ifith notes, so that the learner may easily comprehend them, with the 
aid of this valuable Manual, a beginner may soon master the theory of 
CheckerSjjmd will only require a little practice to become proficient in the 
Game. Cloth, gilt sicte. ^ce 75ctlk 

The Beason Why of General Science. A carefal collec-' 

tion of fome thousands of Reasons for things, which, though generally 
known, are imperfectly understood. Being a book of Condensed Sci- 
entific Knowledge. It is a complete Encyclopedia of Science ; and per- 
eons who have never had the advantage of a liberal education may, by the 
aid of this volume, acquire knowledge which the study of years only would 
impart in the ordinary course. It explains everything in Science that can 
be thought of; and the whole is arranged with a full index. A large voK 
moe of 346 pag^ bound in muslin, gilt, and illustrated with numerous 
wood-cuts. I*rice... ..•..• SI 90 

Se Walden's Ball-room Companion ; or, Dancing MacU 

Hcuy. A Complete Practical Instructor in ibe art of Dancing, containing 
all the fashiiHiable and approved Dances, directions for calling the Figures, 
etc By Emu^ Ds Walden, Teacher of Dancing. This book gives in- 
struction in Deportment, Budiments aud Positions, Bows and Courtesies, 
Fancy Dancing, Quadrilles, Waltzes, Minuets, Jigs, Spanish Dauces, Pol- 
ka, Schottische, Galop, Deux Temps, Danish, Bedowa, Varsovienne, Hop, 
etc., together with all the newest waltzes and ^adrilles in vogue. It also 
contains complete directions for all the fiffures of the celebrated ** German '* 
orOotiliion. Bound in boards, cloth back. Price -SOcts* 

The Qame of Draughts, or Checkers, Simplified and Ex- 

plained. With practical Diagrams and Illustrations, together with a 
Checker-Board, numbered and printed in red. Containing the Eighteen 
Standard Games, with over 200 of the best variations, selected from the 
various auth<N:s, togetha: with many original ones never beiore published. 

By D. SOATTBBOOOD. 

Bound iu doth, with flexible oovezs. Price '. SOcta 

Courteney^s Dictionary of Abbreviations ; Literary, Scien- 

' tifio. Commercial, Ecclesiastical, Military, Naval. Legal and Medical. A 
book of reference — 3,000 abbreviations— for the solution of all literary mys- 
teries. By £dw4BD S. C. Codrtenet, Esq. This is a very useful boolc. 
Everybody should get a copy. Price «-*.12ct8. 

How to Detect Adulteration in Our Daily Food and Drink. 

A complete analvsis of the frauds and deceptions practised upon article* 
cit consumption, oy storekeepers and manuocturers ; with fuU direct! one 
to detect genuine from spurious, by simple and inexpensive means. k 

Price 12ctBj 

Blnnders in Behavior Corrected, A Concise Code of De- 
portment for both sexes. Price 12ctB* 

** It wiU polish and refine either sex, and is Chesterfield superseded."— • 
Borne Companion, 

Five Hundred French Phrases, Adapted for those who 

Ai|4xtt to speak and write French eoneotly. Price.. .•••••• 12ct| 
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Tffptilax Boobi Mnt Free of Fdrtage nUhe Frieoi asnexad. 

Xhe Sociable ; or, One Thousand and^ One Borne Amusemenih, 
Oontaminff Acting Prorerbs, Charadet, Musical Burlesqaes, Tableaux 
Yiyant^ Parlor Qames, Forleits, Parlor Magic, and a choice collection ef 
coriousvental and mechanical puzzles, etc Illustrated with engrayings 
and diagrams. 
ISmo., cloth, gQt side stamp. Price « 1150 

Frank Converse's Complete Banjo Instructor, without a 

I Maiter. Containing a choice collection of Banjo Solos, Hompii)e8, Beels, 
\ Jij^ Walk-Arounds, Songs and Banjo Stories, progressiTely arranged and 
plainly escnlained, enablingthe learner to become a proficient banjoist with- 
out the aid of a teacher, illustrated with diagrams and explanatory sym- 
bols. 100 pages. Bound in boards, cloth back. Price &Oetik 

The Magician's Own Book. Containing seyeral hundred 
amusing Sleieht-of-hand and Card Tricks, Perplexins Puzzles, Entertain- 
ing Tricks and Secret Writing Explained. Illustrated with over 500 wood 
engravings. 
12mo., doth, gilt side and back stamp. Price tl 50 

The Secret Out ; or. One Thousand Tricks with Cards, A book 
which explains all the Tricks and Deceptions with Playing Cards erer 
known or mvented. Illustrated with over 360 engravings. 
S98 pages, 12mo., doth, gilt side. Price... • ..$1 50 

Book of Biddies and 500 Home Amusements- Containing 

all kind i of Curious Biddies, Amusing Puzzles, Queer Sleights and Enters 
taming Becreations in Science, for Family and Social Pastime. Illustrated 

with 60 engravings. Paper covers. Price SOcts* 

Bound in boards, doth back 50cts- 

Parlor Tricks with Cards. Containing explanations of all 
the Deceptions with Pla3ring Cards ever invented. The whole illustrated 
and made easy with 70 engravings. 

Paper covers. Price SOcts* 

Bound in boards, doth back 50ct8. 

The Book of Fireside Oames. Containing a description 
of the most Entertaining Games suited to the Family Circle as a Becrea- 

tion. Paper covers. Price Sects' 

Bound in Doaids, doth back 50ot8« 

The Play-Eoom ; or, la-Door Games for Boys and Oirls. Small 
octavo, profusely illustrated with 197 fine wood-cuts. 

Bound m boards, doth back. Price 50 cts* 

Bound in doth, gilt side 75 CtS. 

The Play-Ground ; or. Out- Door Games for Boys. A book of 
healthy recreations for youth. Containing over 100 Amusements. Illus- 
trated with 124 fine wood-cuts. 
Bound in boards, cloth back. Price 50cts. 

/ Bound in doth, gilt side 75 ctSL 

The Parlor Magician ; or. One Bwidred Tricks for the Draw- 
ing-Boom. Illustrated and clearly explained, with 121 engravings. 

Paper covers. Price SOcts. 

Boards, doth back 50 cts* 

The Book of 600 Curious Puzzles. Containing all kinds 

of entertaining Paradoxes, Deceptions in Numbers, etc lUustrated with 

ninn«rouB engravings. Paperoovers. Price * SOcts. 

Bound in boards, doth back..* •.... « J....«..90eC» 
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